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MORMONISM
PRELIMINARY POINTS
The Mormon church was founded in 1830 by Joseph Smith and his followers. It was claimed for the church that it was a restoration of primitive Christianity as it had been lived in the time of the Apostles with the addition of more recent revelation. Today, there are two major groups1 claiming allegiance to Joseph Smith. The differences between the two groups are summarized as follows:
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Brighamites)
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Josephites)2
1. Followed Brigham Young on the death of Joseph Smith.
2. Headquarters at Salt Lake City,
Utah.
3. Believe in the revelations regarding polygamy (but do not officially practice it).
4. Reject the official use of Joseph
Claimed that succession must be through the seed of Joseph Smith, therefore rejected Brigham Young and chose the son of Smith as head of the church. Headquarters at Independence, Missouri. Reject polygamy and the Brighamite claim that Joseph Smith wrote "Revelation on Celestial Marriage". The Inspired Translation3 is published and officially accepted.
Smith's Inspired Translation3 of the Bible.
5. Accept the Adam-god doctrine as
Reject the Adam-god doctrine but taught in Doctrine and Covenants. retain the belief in gods with flesh and bones. Reject Section 132 of Doctrine and Covenants.
1 There are other factions, such as, "The Church of Christ" (Temple Lot or Hedrickite) with headquarters at Independence, Missouri. This group, though small, is vigorous and claims to be the only true church by reason of its possession of the temple lot designated by Joseph Smith in 1831 as the site of "the Temple of Zion".
2 In Ontario, Canada, the Reorganized Church has membership in areas of Christadelphian ecclesias at Grand Valley and Manitoulin Island. A special responsibility is felt by Latterday Saints to preach to their "Lamanite" brethren, the American Indian, purportedly apostate descendants of Hebrews to whom Jesus supposedly preached on this continent.
King James Version "And every plant of the field before it was
3 Parallel translations of Gen. 2:5 illustrate the way in which the "Inspired" Version distorts Biblical passages: Inspired Version "For I the Lord God created all things of which I have spoken, spiritually, before they were naturally upon the face of the earth. . . in heaven I created them. . . . " in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground." It is apparent that the Inspired Version incorporates into the text the Mormon doctrine of pre-human spirits. Similarly, the life of Enoch in the Bible is expanded in the Inspired Version to give support to the communistic "Order of Enoch" attempted, but later abandoned, by Smith and Rigdon. (Rigdon was an ex-Cambellite of the Disciples of Christ and convert to Mormonism.) The account of Melchizedek and the Epistle to the Hebrews are likewise imaginatively enlarged to provide a "scriptural" basis for the Mormon priesthood.
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6. Practice secret rites in temples.4 No secret temple rites. In the Kirt· land Temple all meetings are open to the public.5
MORMON "REVELATION"
Continuing revelation is held by Mormons to be an essential characteristic of their faith. The following are considered to be divine sources of revelation:
1. The Bible-The official version is the Authorized "King James' Version. It is authoritative insofar as it is translated accurately.
2. The Book of Mormon6-It purports to tell the histories of two nations which flourished in America as descendants of small colonies brought from the "eastern continent". The first of these-the Jaredite nation followed Jared from the Tower of Babel (2,250 B.C.). By 590 B.C. internal warfare led to the destruction of these people. The colonists are alleged to have crossed the Atlantic in eight cigar-shaped barges and located in Central America. The second nation-the Nephites followed Nephi, the son of Lehi, who (it is said) left Jerusalem in the time of Zedekiah and migrated to the American continent arriving on the coast of Chile by 600 B.C. The golden plates on which this story was written were hidden by the last surviving Nephite, Moroni, (A.D. 421) in the Hill Cumorah in New York State. "In A.D. 1827, this same Moroni, then a resurrected personage, delivered the engraved plates to Joseph Smith."7
3. The Doctrine and Covenants8-All but two of the 136 sections are revelations allegedly given to Joseph Smith. A concluding "word and will of the Lord, given through President Brigham Young" is included. There is also an "official declaration" prohibiting polygamy, added by President Wilford Woodruff in 1890.
4. The Pearl of Great Price9-A small volume containing a "selection from the revelations, translations and narrations of Joseph Smith". It is usually bound with the Doctrine and Covenants. The thirteen Articles of Faith are included.
4 The only Mormon temple in Canada is at Cardston, Alberta. Cardston was founded by Charles Ora Card, who had three wives and trekked into Canada in 1886 (pursued by U. S. marshals) four years before plural marriage was ostensibly abandoned. MacLearis Magazine, (Jan. 15, 1951).
5 In the courts, the Reorganized Church was awarded title to the Kirtland Temple as the legal successor to the original church founded by Joseph Smith.
6 There were many errors and awkward phrases in the first edition of the work, but many of them have now been removed. See William Alexander Linn, The Story of the Mormons, (New York, 1902). For example: "And they having been waxed strong in battle." "We did arrive to the promised land" p. 260. "Yea if my days could have been in them days" p. 449-
7 Book of Mormon, preface.
8 This is an edited and altered text of an earlier book of "revelation" called the Book of Commandments. The changes are noted in Thomas O'Dea, The Mormons. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 162.
9 "The Book of Abraham", included in the Pearl of Great Price, is claimed to be a "Translation of some ancient Records, that have fallen into our hands from the catacombs of Egypt. The writings of Abraham while he was in Egypt . . . written by his own hand, upon papyrus." (Pearl of Great Price, p. 29) The papyri were found in the wrappings
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Pronouncements by the President-The Mormon church has twelve
"spirit-guided apostles" and a president "like unto Moses . . . a seer, a revelator, a translator, and a prophet, having all the gifts of God which he bestows upon the head of the church."10 The president is to Mormons what the pope is to Roman Catholics.
SUGGESTED STRATEGY
The basic question of authority must first be settled with Mormons as with Roman Catholics. While it is claimed by Mormons that the Bible is the word of God, the claim has little practical value since the real stress is placed on the later "revelations". A Mormon course of study for the Melchizedek priesthood" gives the following instruction:
"In general, it is well not to use a single passage of scripture in proof of a point, unless it is confirmed by modern revelation. If a single quotation is confirmed by modern revelation, we may be sure of its interpretation . . . ' n i
It is not usually advisable to condemn Mormon books outright on the basis of Rev. 22:18, "If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book". Mormons interpret this verse as only applying to the Revelation. Their stock rejoinder is to quote Deut. 4:2, "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it . . . " They then ask whether or not the later writings of Joshua, Judges, the Prophets and the New Testament are accepted as inspired revelations.
A more fruitful approach utilizes the small common ground that a Christadelphian shares with a Mormon-the belief that the Bible is the Word of God. The Bible can then be used to test the claims of the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine» and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. This approach has the advantage of discussing the basic issues of Gospel doctrines rather than disputing, for example, whether or not the Indians of the Americas of certain Egyptian mummies which Smith purchased from a traveling showman named Chandler. The mummy, on which the writings of Abraham were allegedly found, was claimed to be that of Pharaoh's daughter. Smith claimed to translate the Egyptian (but not by divine revelation, as he claimed, with the use of the two stones Urim and Thummim, to translate the "Egyptian characters" on the plates of Moroni). Smith's claim to translate the Egyptian was credible since in 1820 an Egyptian grammar had not been published. By
1836, however, Champollion's grammar was published and subsequent Egyptologists such as Dr. W. Flinders-Petrie of London; Dr. James H. Breasted of Chicago; Dr. Arthur Mace of New York; and Dr. John H. Peters of the University of Pennsylvania (cited in Gordon R. Fraser, Is Mormonism Christian? (Chicago: Moody Press, 1965), p. 29), have rejected Smith's translation as utterly incorrect. The Egyptologists have pointed out that Smith's papyri were no more than ordinary documents used in the funeral rites of the Egyptians. Thousands of these are in existence and displayed in museums. The Reorganized Church has recognized the force of these arguments and has ceased to regard the "Book of Abraham" as inspired.
10 Doctrine and Covenants, Section 107:91-92, p. 197.
11 James L. Barker, The Divine Church: A course of study for the Melchizedek priesthood. Quorums for the year 1952. (Deseret News Publishers), p. 9.
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could have used steel swords.12 The Christadelphian argues on his strong, familiar territory, not on historical and anthropological details. Arguments about the latter inevitably degenerate into a battle of "authorities" with each citing what the "scholars" say.
BASIC APPROACH
1. Since Mormons and Chrisadelphians have the common ground of the Bible as an accepted authority, the Bible can be used as a criterion to test the validity of the Book of Mormon.
2. The Apostle John instructs, "believe not every spirit, but try the spirits . . . " (1 John 4:1), and Paul admonishes, "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." (1 Thess. 5:21). This is the test to be applied to Joseph Smith's, Book of Mormon.
3. Contradictions Listed:
The Book of Mormon13 The Bible
1. Man is an immortal soul tabernacl- Man is mortal, does not have an ing in a fleshly body immortal soul
-"his immortal soul"
-Word "soul" is used in different (Mosiah 2:38, p. 139) ways, but never in the sense of immortality.
-"the soul could never die"
-"utterly destroyed . . . the souls" (Alma 42:9, p. 299) (Josh. 10:28)
-"their immortal souls"
-"the soul that sinneth, it shall (Helaman 3:30, p. 365) die" (Ezek. 18:4,20)
2. Heaven promised to the righteous Earth, not heaven promised
-"those that keep the command-
-"The heaven, even the heavens, ments of God . . . if they hold are the LORD'S: but the earth out faithful to the end they are hath he given to the children of received into heaven, that thereby men." (Psa. 115:16). they may dwell with God in a state of never-ending happiness." (Mo-
-\' · · · t h e J™€dom under the whole siah 2:41, p. 139). heaven, shall be given to the . . . saints" (Dan. 7:27)
-"we shall reign on the earth"
(Rev. 5:10)
12 Many commentators have pointed out what appear to be anachronisms in the Book of Mormon. These have included the steel sword of Laban (592 B.C., I Nephi 4:9, p. 7), and the finding of horses in the New World. (It is generally accepted that horses were introduced by the Spaniards many years later.) It has also been pointed out that the American Indians (unlike the Jews of the Mediterranean) lack facial hair growth, and have distinctly different facial features (thereby indicating that the Jews of Palestine are not of the same racial stock as the American Indian).
13 Unless otherwise stated, all quotations are taken from The Book of Mormon: An Account Written By The Hand of Mormon Upon Plates taken from the Plates of Nephi, translated by Joseph Smith, Jun., (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1964).
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3. Eternal hell-fire torment
Annihilation of wicked
-"This is the second death." (Rev.
-"which lake of fire and brimstone
20:14). is endless torment" (Jacob 6:10, p. 122-2)
-"the wicked . . . shall be destroyed
-"his final doom is to endure a never-ending torment" (Mosiah 2:39, p. 139).
[not destroying] for ever." (Psa. 92:7).
-Since man does not have an im-
4. The devil is a fallen angel mortal soul there is nothing to burn eternally. Devil-a term used to describe man's wickedness (or sin in the flesh)
-It is never used to describe a fal-
-" . . . an angel of God . . . had len divine angel. fallen from heaven; wherefore, he became a devil . . . " (2 Nephi 2:17, p. 54)
-"wives be grave, not slanderers"
-" . . . that angel who fell from
(devils) (1 Tim. 3:11)
-"Have not I chosen you twelve, before the presence of the Eternal God, and became the devil" (2 Nephi 9:8, p. 67) and one of you is a devil?"
(Jn. 6:70).
5. Pre-human existence of Christ
Christ did not have a literal prehuman existence
-His life began when born in the
-"Is the Son of God the very Eterdays of Herod, "thou shalt conceive", "shall be born", indicate beginning of life. (Luke 1:31,35). nal Father? . . . Yea, he is the very Eternal Father of heaven and of earth . . . " (Alma 11:38,39, p. 223)
4. Contradictions between other Mormon writing and the Bible:
1. God, a progresive being God, unchanging in nature
-"What sort of being was God in
-"with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."
(James 1:17). the beginning? God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man and sits enthroned in yonder heavens." (Joseph Smith) 14
-"For I am the LORD, I change
-"As man is, God was. As God is, not" (Mai. 3:6) man may become." (Lorenzo Snow) 15
-"Remember that God our heavenly
Father was perhaps once a child, and mortal like we are, and rose step by step in the scale of progress in the school of advancement; has moved forward and overcome until he has arrived at the point where he now is." (Orson Hyde) 16
14 Joseph Smith, The King Follett Discourse, ed. Β. Η. Roberts, (Salt Lake City, 193?).
15 Lorenzo Snow, quoted in Milton R. Hunter, Gospel Through the ages, (Salt Lake City: Steven and Wallis Pub. Co.), p. 105-6.
16 Orson Hyde, Journal of Discourse, Vol. 1, p. 123. Quoted in Gordon Fraser, Is Mormonism Christian?, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1965), p. 43.
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-"Ye also . . . are built up a spirit-
2. Revival of the Aaronic Priesthood Priesthood of all believers
-"Upon you, [Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery] my fellow servants, in the name of Messiah, I ual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices . . . "
(1 Pet. 2:5).
-In this dispensation the revival
[John the Baptist] confer the Priesthood of Aaron . . . and this shall never be taken again from the earth . . . " (Doctrine and Covenants, Section 13, pp. 20, 21) of the Aaronic priesthood is contrary to the teaching of Heb. 7:18, 19; 10:1.
3. Sabbath Observance mandatory
Sabbath observance not binding
-"Let no man therefore judge you
-"And the inhabitants of Zion shall also observe the Sabbath day to keep it holy." (Doctrine and Covenants, Section 68:29, p. 112).. . . of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come. . . " (Col. 2:16,17).
-See also Rom. 14:5,6; Gal. 4:10,
11.
Liberty is granted17
4. Restrictions on meats and drinks
-"For every creature of God is good,
-" . . . flesh also of beasts and of and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving."
(1 Tim. 4:4,5).
-"The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit." the fowls of the air . . . should not be used, only in times of winter, or of cold, or of famine." (Doctrine and Covenants, Section 89: 12, 13, p. 155).
-"That inasmuch as any man drink- (Rom. 14:17).
-See also Rom. 14:1-4, 14; Col. 2:
16,17, 20-22; Mark 7:19 R.S.V. eth wine or strong drink among you, behold it is not good, neither meet in the sight of your Father.. . . hot drinks are not for the body or belly." (Doctrine and Covenants, Section 89:5, 9, p. 154) ,18
Site of Zion to be Jerusalem in Palestine
-" . . . Jerusalem; for it is the city
5. Site of Zion to be Independence, Missouri
-" . . . this is the land of promise, of the great King." (Matt. 5:35).
-" . . . the law shall go forth of and the place for the city of Zion. . . Behold the place which is now called Independence, is the centre place." (Doctrine and Covenants, Section 57:2,3, p. 89).
Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem." (Micah 4:2).
-Zech. 14:4,5,9, 14-17 indicate that
Matthew and Micah refer to Palestine.
6. Resurrection of the non-responsible Resurrection is only for the responsible
17 Drunkenness is condemned in Gal. 5:21, and respect for the prejudice of one's brethren is required in I Cor. 8:9-13.
18 The Mormon theologian, Talmage, indicates the importance given by Mormons to dietary laws: "Through partaking of food unsuited to their condition [Adam and Eve] and against which they had been specially forewarned, the man and wife became subject to physical degeneracy." James E. Talmage, The Vitality of Mormonism, (Boston: Richard G. Badger, publisher, 1919), p. 52.
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-"And then shall the heathen na-
-"For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law." (Rom. 2:12).
-"others which have no hope" tions be redeemed, and they that knew no law shall have part in the first resurrection . . . " (Doctrine and Covenants, Section 45:54, p. 72)
(1 Thess. 4:13)
-"having no hope, and without God in the world." (Eph. 2:12).
-"They shall not rise." (Isa. 26:14).
7. Will resort to force
-"It has always been a well under- In this dispensation the use of force by believers is condemned.
-" . . . resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also." • (Matt. 5:39).
-"Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." (Matt. 5:44). stood doctrine of the Church that it was right and praiseworthy to kill every person who spoke evil of the Prophet. This doctrine had been strictly lived up to in Utah, until the Gentiles arrived in such great numbers that it became unsafe to follow the practice, but the doctrine is still believed, and no year passes without one or more of those who have spoken evil of Brigham Young being killed in secret manner." (John Lee)19
-In The Mountain Meadows Massacre (1857) an entire group of non-Mormon immigrants on their way to California (during the gold rush) was murdered in Utah. The Government of the U.S.A. executed the Mormon, John D. Lee, in
1877, for his part in the massacre. (Juanita Brooks)20
5. These contradictions between the Bible and the Book of Mormon leave only three possibilities:
I. The Bible is the Word of God. II. The Book of Mormon is the Word of God. III. Neither is the Word of God. There is no possibility that both the Bible and the Book of Mormon are the word of God. As Scripture asserts, "God is not the author
19 John D. Lee, Mormonism Unveiled, (Omaha, Nebraska: 1891), p. 284. Lee was a Mormon who was executed by the U.S.A. Government for his part in the Mountain Meadows Massacre, and although he considered he was "sacrificed" in a "dastardly manner" by the Mormon church, he never relinquished his faith in Joseph Smith.
20 Juanita Brooks, The Mountain Meadows Massacre, (Palo Alta: Stanford University Press, 1950). In 1838 the Mormons set up a secret police movement to support the Presidency of the church. "This group became known as the "Danites", or Sons of Dan, Destroying or Avenging Angels, and Brothers of Gideon, as well as, somewhat inappropriately, Daughters of Zion. Shortly afterward the Danite bands were extended into the Armies of Israel or Host of Israel, which were organized into groups of tens, fifties, and hundreds, each with its captain. This was, in fact, a defensive army. . . . " [In 1838 the Mormons engaged a hostile group of Missourians who tried to prevent the Mormons from voting. The result was] "Mormon leaders encouraged resistance and aggression, which they unquestionably saw, not without justification, as counteraggression. Danite bands raided and looted . . . " Thomas O'Dea, The Mormons, (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1957), pp. 46-47.
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of confusion." (1 Cor. 14:33). The Mormon claim that the Book of Mormon is inspired by God as is the Bible ("insofar as it is translated accurately")21 is a completely untenable position.
6. Joseph Smith claimed that he received instruction from a divine messenger who said that the churches had creeds which were an "abomination in His sight".22 Since Joseph Smith continued to teach the immortality of the soul, heaven the home for the righteous, eternal hell-fire torment of the wicked, a fallen-angel devil (all of these doctrines Roman Catholicism shares with her Protestant offspring) then either Joseph Smith was a disobedient student or else he never received instruction from a divine messenger.
7. The King James translation was published in 1611, 200 years earlier than Joseph Smith's, Book of Mormon (1830). The King James translators did not claim divine inspiration for their translat m, yet Joseph Smith copied this version word for word in'many places. He claimed there were no errors in the Book of Mormon because he translated under the direct supervision of God. Notice the way the following sections have been copied from the King James Version:
2 Nephi 12-24 from Isaiah 2-14 Mosiah 13:12-24 from Exodus 20:4-17
3 Nephi 24, 25 from Malachi 3, 4
3 Nephi 12-14 (with slight t variation) from the "Sermon on the
Mount" (Matt. 5-7)
8. In passage after passage, the Book of Mormon reproduces the inaccuracies and peculiarities of the King James Version. For example:
a) 2 Nephi 13:17-26 (except for the omission of the italicized words) is identical with Isa. 3:17-26. More recent Hebrew scholarship, however, has shown that the K.J.V. rendering of this section is defective and the R.S.V. makes considerable alteration in its translation.
b) Isa. 6:13 (a very difficult Hebrew text to translate) contains no significant alteration in the Book of Mormon. (2 Nephi. 16:13; cf. changes in R.S.V.
c) The K.J.V. renders Isaiah 5:25 incorrectly as "and their carcases were torn in the midst of the streets." The Hebrew word "suchah" means "refuse" not "torn".23 The R.S.V. reads, "and their corpses were as refuse in the midst of the streets." The Book of Mormon in 2 Nephi 15:25 perpetuates the King James error. Joseph Smith, working with a supposedly independent record in another language, dating from the 6th century B.C., and "inspired" to translate, succeeds in reproducing the errors of the K.J.V. Just when one would expect illumination from an inspired independent trans-
21 The official position of the Mormon Church is given as follows: "We believe the Bible to be the Word of God as far as it is translated correctly, we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the Word of God". Article 8, "Articles of Faith", Doctrine and Covenants.
22 "I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in His sight. . . " Joseph Smith Tells His Own Story, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret News Press), p. 4.
23 Robert Young defines "suchah" as "filth, sweepings, scrapings". Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, (London: Lutterworth Press, 1965).
23
23
lation, the Book of Mormon contains only the faulty rendering of the
KJ.V.24
9. Joseph Smith (1841) insisted that "the Book of Mormon is the most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by any other book."25 But there have been more than 2,000 textual changes in the Book of Mormon since the original 1830 edition. Not all of these changes have been grammatical. Consider the following:
a) "Behold, the virgin which thou seest, is the mother of God."
(1830 edition, p. 25). "Behold, the virgin whom thou seest, is the mother of the Son of God, after the manner of the flesh." (I Nephi 11:18, p. 18, 1950 edition).
b) "And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Eternal Father!" (1830 edition, p. 25).
"And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father!" (1 Nephi 11:21, p. 19, 1950 edition).
c) " . . . that the Lamb of God is the Eternal Father . . . "
(1830 edition, p. 32). " . . . that the Lamb of God is the Son of the Eternal Father . . . "
(1 Nephi. 13:40, p. 25, 1950edition).
d) " . . . king Benjamin had a gift from God." (1830 edition, p.
200). " . . . king Mosiah had a gift from God." (Mosiah 21:28, p. 176, 1950 edition).
e) "Yea, decreeth unto them that decrees which are unalterable . . . "
(1830 edition, p. 303). Completely deleted in current edition. (See Alma 29:4, p. 267).
DEUT. 33:15 "And for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting hills . . . "
PROBLEM: The Mormons interpret this song of Moses as follows: When the descendants of Joseph were led to this land of America about 600 B.C. they were told that it would be a land choice above all other lands. The reading of Moses' blessing to Joseph indicates that Moses was impressed with this fact and attempted to so describe it. He further indicated that it would be in the "ancient mountains" and the "lasting hills." The land to which they were led was in the western part of South, Central and North America, in the Rocky Mountains, which accurately answers Moses' description.1
24 Discrepancies also occur like "Son of Righteousness" rather than "Sun of Righteousness" when the Bible is quoted. See Malachi 4:2 KJ.V. and compare with the Mormon quotation in 3 Nephi 25:2, p. 447.
25 Quoted in William J. Whalen, The Latter-day Saints in the Modern World, (Notre Dame, Indiana: Un. of Notre Dame Press, 1967), p. 49.
1 LeGrand Richards, A Marvelous Work and A Wonder, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book Co., 1958), p. 64.
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SOLUTION:
1. Mormons assert that the ancient mountains refer to the Rocky Mountains, but what is required is proof.
2. Richards asserts that the "descendants of Joseph were led to this land of America about 600 B.C.", but how does he know this for certain? Principally because the Book of Mormon allegedly records this migration. It can be seen that the validity of the Mormon interpretation of this passage stands or falls with the Book of Mormon. Once it is shown that the Book of Mormon is not divinely inspired (as is done elsewhere in this handbook), doubt is cast on all Mormon interpretations based on the Book of Mormon which are not capable of independent verification.
3. The Revised Standard Version translates verses 13-15 as follows:
"And of Joseph he said, 'Blessed by the Lord be his [Joseph's] land. . . with the choicest fruits of the sun, and the rich yield of the months, with the finest produce of the ancient mountains, and the abundance of the everlasting hills . . . " Can the Rocky Mountains be described as an area which produces "the choicest fruits of the sun"? Much of the region is uninhabited rock, not fertile agricultural areas
2 "accurately" answering "Moses' description".
4. The mountains of significance in the Bible are those about Jerusalem.
(Psa. 48:1,2; 125:1,2; Isa. 2:2,3; 11:9).
5. There is circularity in the Mormon use of this passage. When pressed for evidence that the Bible refers to the Book of Mormon, this reference in Deut. 33:15 is cited as allegedly referring to Nephite migrations to America. But the passage in Deut. 33:15 merely refers to "ancient mountains" and "lasting hills" which in itself offers no proof of the Mormon interpretation. Recourse is then taken by the Mormon to the Book of Mormon to show what Deut. 33:15 "really" means. If the Bible refers to the Mormon records, this must be established independent of the Book of Mormon,
ISA. 29:4 "And thou shah be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust. yi
PROBLEM: Mormons claim this passage refers to the plates allegedly found by Joseph Smith at Cumorah Hill, Ν. Υ. State. A Mormon Presiding "Bishop" (1952), LeGrand Richards, comments as follows:
"Now, obviously, the only way a dead people could speak 'out of the ground' or 'low out of the dust' would be by the written word, and this the people did through the Book of Mormon. Truly it has a familiar spirit, for it contains the words of the prophets of the God of Israel." 1
2 Even the Rocky Mountain Forest region which extends from northern British Columbia southward into Mexico, to below the Tropic of Cancer "is not important agriculturally". "North America, flora", Collier's Encyclopedia, (1964), XVII, 601.
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SOLUTION:
1. Since the Mormons cite this passage as a prophecy of the Book of
Mormon the onus of proof rests with them.
2. The following require answers:
a) What proof is there from Isa. 29 that the people referred to (i.e., those who speak out of the ground) are dead?
b) Since it is "obviously, the only way a dead people could speak
'out of the ground'", how is Gen. 4:10 to be interpreted?
c) How is the term "familiar spirit" used elsewhere in Isaiah and in the Old Testament generally?
d) Since Isaiah used the terms "speak", "speech", "voice", "whisper" what proof is there: i. that these words refer to a book? ii. that the book referred to is the Book of Mormon?
3. The following information is useful:
a) "Familiar spirit" is translated from the Hebrew word, "ob", which means a necromancer2 (the pretended power to foretell the future by communicating with the dead; magic). The expression
"familiar spirit" occurs in Isa. 8:19-20 where the practice is condemned: "And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Under the law of Moses death was the punishment for turning after familiar spirits. (Lev. 20:6). There is not one passage in the Bible in which "familiar spirit" occurs with the meaning given it by Mormons.
b) Isa. 51 is a commentary on Isa. 29. The following are the points of identification: i. The subject of the prophecies is Jerusalem (Ariel) or Zion.
(Isa. 29:1 and Isa. 51:17). ii. Both passages refer to drunkenness but not with wine.
(Isa. 29:9 and Isa. 51:21). iii. Both passages refer to punishments of God by means of invading nations. (Isa. 29:3,7 and Isa. 51:19,23). iv. Both passages speak of Jerusalem being debased to the ground. (Isa. 29:4 and Isa. 51:23). The reason for the inhabitants of Jerusalem speaking "low out of the dust" is not because the Book of Mormon would be discovered but because they were being '^brought down", beaten into the ground by their enemies. (Isa. 51:23). The "whispering voice" of a necromancer is contrasted with the lifting of the voice when Zion will again be redeemed. (Isa. 52:9).
1 LeGrand Richards, A Marvelous Work And A Wonder, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book Co., 1958), p. 69. Richards was ordained as one of the "twelve apostles" of the Mormon Church.
2 Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, (London: Lutterworth Press, 1965).
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ΕΖΕΚ. 37:19 " . . . Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand."
PROBLEM: This passage is understood by Mormons to predict the coming of the Book of Mormon. The passage is interpreted so that the "stick of Judah" refers to the Bible, and the "stick of Joseph" refers to the Book of Mormon. A Mormon expositor, LeGrand Richards (ordained as one of the "twelve apostles" of the Mormon Church) puts it this way:
"In ancient times it was the custom to write on parchment and roll it on a stick. Therefore, when this command was given, it was the equivalent of directing that two books or records should be kept . . . Now, granting that the Bible is the stick of Judah . . . could this promise be fulfilled in a more simple and perfect manner than it was through the coming forth of the Book of Mormon? . . . Now, the two records have been joined together, constituting a complete fulfillment of another great prophecy." 1
SOLUTION:
1. The stick of Joseph and the stick of Judah are sticks, and not scrolls.
The Hebrew word "ets" is translated "tree", "wood", "gallows" etc. but never scroll.
2 The Hebrew word for scroll is "sepher" (see Isa. 34:4).
2. The sticks do not represent the Bible and the Book of Mormon. They represent the divided state of Israel and their joining together portrays the future restoration of Israel under one king. Ezekiel is instructed to give this interpretation. "Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms an more at all." (vs. 21, 22).
3. This passage offers no proof that the coming of the Book of Mormon is prophesied in the Bible.
JOHN 10:16 "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd."
PROBLEM:The Mormon interpretation of this passage is as follows:
"It should be noted that Jesus did not minister unto the
1 LeGrand Richards, A Marvelous Work and A Wonder. (Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book Co., 1958), pp. 67-68.
2 Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, (London: Lutterworth Press, 1965). See use of "ets" in Nu. 15:32; I Kings 17:10; II Kings Cy.6).
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Gentiles although he did send his Apostles unto them after his crucifixion. This leaves us with the question unanswered, so far as the Bible is concerned: Who were the other sheep he promised to visit? For this information we must look to the restoration of the gospel and the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. After Jesus had been crucified and had ascended unto his Father, he visited his Other sheep' in America, known as the Nephites, and there chose twelve disciples and organized his Church, as he had done among the Jews, an account of which is given in some detail in Third Nephi of the Book of Mormon . . . '?1
SOLUTION:
1. Richards' suggestion that the identification of the "other sheep" is contained in the Book of Mormon2 is worthless once it is demonstrated that the Book of Mormon is not an inspired revelation from God. This is done in the introduction to the Mormon section of this handbook.
2. The Mormon argument assumes that "they shall hear my voice" means Jesus would personally visit the "other sheep". But Jesus does not say he would personally visit the other sheep. Those who heard the gospel preached by the Lord's ambassadors heard his voice. Jesus said, "He that heareth you heareth me and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me."
(Luke 10:16). Paul said, "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." (2 Cor. 5:20).
3. The "other sheep" are the Gentiles. Jesus in his earthly ministry was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matt. 15:24). It was prophesied, however, "He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles"
(Isa. 42:1), and that he would be given as "light to the Gentiles". (Isa. 42:6 R.S.V. cf. Matt. 12:18-21). The Gentiles heard the voice of the Shepherd through the labours of the Apostle Paul, a vessel specially chosen for this work. (Acts 9:15; 1 Tim. 2:7 cf. Acts 18:6). By about A.D. 63, (the time of Paul's letter to the Colossian brethren), Paul wrote that the gospel "was preached to every creature under heaven . . . " (Col. 1:23). No mention is made of "other sheep" yet to hear the gospel on the American continent.
4. Gentile sheep like Cornelius heard the voice of the Shepherd and followed in the one fold. The same cannot be said for the Nephites. Sheep worship God in spirit and in Truth. (Jn. 4:23,24). The following references taken from 2 Nephi in the Book of Mormon prove the falsity of the Mormon claim that the alleged descendants of Joseph were sheep in America: The proof rests on the fact that the
1 LeGrand Richards, A Marvelous Work and A Wonder, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book Co., 1958), p. 60. Richards refers specifically to 3 Nephi 15:11-24 in his identification of the "other sheep."
2 All references to the Book of Mormon are taken from The Book of Mormon: An Account Written By The Hand of Mormon Upon Plates taken from the Plates of Nephi, translated by Joseph Smith, Jun., (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1950).
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Nephite "sheep" never knew the "voice of the Shepherd." (John 10:
16,27). The alleged covenant contains doctrines which are subversive of the Truth taught by Jesus Christ. The following quotations are also an indictment of the Mormon claim that Jesus ever appeared to these "sheep".3
a) They misunderstood the nature of God and His relationship to his Son: "For it behooveth the great Creator that he suffereth himself to become subject unto man in the flesh, and die for all men . . . " (2 Nephi 9:5). The Shepherd said, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." (Jn. 17:3).4 Why were the "Joseph sheep" in ignorance if Jacob (the alleged prophet who wrote this quotation) received his information by divine revelation?
b) They misunderstood the nature of angels, and the devil: "For behold, if the flesh should rise no more, our spirits must become subject to that angel who fell from before the presence of the Eternal God, and became the devil, to rise no more." (2 Nephi 9:8). An angel who fell and became the devil is never mentioned by the good Shepherd in the New Testament.5
c) They believed in the pagan idea of the immortality of the soul and eternal hell-fire torment for the wicked: "And they shall go away into everlasting fire; prepared for them; and their torment is as a lake of fire and brimstone, whose flames ascendeth up for ever and ever, and has no end." (2 Nephi 9:16).6 The Shepherd said that the wicked "have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the second death. (Rev. 21:8).
d) They were confused over the time of the judgment: "And it shall come to pass that when all men shall have passed from this first death unto life, insomuch as they have become immortal, they must appear before the judgment-seat of the Holy One of Israel; and then cometh the judgment, and then must they be judged according to the holy judgment of God." (2 Nephi 9:15). The Shepherd taught that immortality would only be given after judgment. (Matt. 25:31-46). Nephite "prophets" if they ever existed, were wolves in sheep's clothing-false prophets speaking lies. Upon such, the indictment of inspired Scripture rests. (Jer. 16:19; Gal. 1:8,9).
3 Jacob, the brother of Nephi, (2 Nephi 6:1), claims to be "called of God" and "ordained after the manner of his holy order." (2 Nephi 6:2). The quotations referred to are part of his alleged revelations from God. Jacob states his claim as follows: "And now, my beloved brethren, I have read these things that ye might know concerning the covenants of the Lord that he has covenanted with all the house of Israel-that he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of his holy prophets, even from the beginning down, from generation to generation, until the time comes that they shall be restored to the true church and fold of God." (2 Nephi 9:1,2).
4 Scripture makes a clear distinction between Jesus whose literal origin began in the days of Herod when he was born (Lk. 1: 31-35; cf. Matt. 2:1) and Yahweh, his Father who is eternal. (1 Tim. 1:17 cf. 1 Tim. 2:5; 1 Cor. 8:6).
5 The origin of sin in Scripture is the heart of man. (Matt. 15:19; James 1:13-15). The word "devil" is used of humans. (Jn. 6:70; Titus 2:3-"false accusers" is translated from the same Greek word, "diabolos" cf. 1 Tim. 3:11).
6 See also Jacob 6:9,10).
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REV. 20:12 "And the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life . . ."
PROBLEM: Joseph Smith and his followers interpret the reference to "the books" to be the Mormon records of proxy baptisms and other rites maintained by the secretaries in Mormon temples. Official Mormon "scripture" puts it this way:
"The books spoken of must be the books which contained the record of their works, [the dead who die without a knowledge of the Mormon gospel] and refer to the records which are kept on the earth."1
SOLUTION:
1. The Mormon case rests on two prior propositions:
a) That living persons can perform acts of eternal value for dead relatives.
b) That dead persons who die in ignorance of the gospel have a hope of salvation (i.e., by conscientious Mormon relatives performing proxy baptisms). Mormons should be pressed hard for Scriptural justification for such beliefs.
2. The onus of proof rests with him who asserts. Mormons must, therefore, justify the following assumptions in the above argument:
a) It must be shown that the books referred to by John are books kept by humans.
b) It must be shown that the books referred to are kept on earth.
c) It must be shown that the books referred to by John contain the works of those who died in ignorance of the gospel.
3. There is evidence against the Mormon interpretation. Scripture never presents the Judgment Day as depending on secondary sources of information (i.e., Mormon temple minutes). Consider the evidence:
a) John, writing of Jesus' earthly ministry, says: "But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, And needed not that any should testify [witness] of man; for he knew what was in man." (John 2:24,25). Jesus will not need to rely on human testimony when he comes to judge "the quick and the dead". Even in his earthly ministry he "knew what was in man".
b) It is prophesied of the Messiah that "the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears . . . " (Isa. 11: 2,3).
c) The Apostle Paul wrote: "Moreover it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. I
1 Doctrine and Covenants, Section 128: 6-8, pp. 232-3, (1952 ed.)·
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do not even judge myself. I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then every man will receive his commendation from God." (1 Cor. 4:2-5 R.S.V.). Note the following differences between the Mormon interpretation and Paul's letter to Corinth: i. Paul says human judgment is unreliable. He hesitates even to judge himself because there may be things he ought to have done which he has ignorantly left undone. Mormons assert that the careful temple secretaries afford reliable information for judgment. ii. Paul says that the Lord judges the purposes of the heart bringing to light the things now hidden in darkness. Granting the generous assumption that Mormon secretaries accurately record the minutes of secret temple rites, they are ineffective in discerning the secret purposes of the heart.
POLYGAMY (PLURAL MARRIAGES)
PRELIMINARY POINTS It is a fundamental belief of Mormons that God has worked with the development of the organization of the church through modern revelation. Restoration of Spirit-gift powers is taught in the Book of Mormon: "I speak unto you who deny the revelations of God, and say that they are done away, that there are no revelations, nor prophecies, nor gifts, nor healing, nor speaking with tongues, and the interpretation of tongues; Behold, I say unto you, he that denieth these things knoweth not the gospel of Christ." (Mormon 9:7, 8, p. 476).1
A very strong argument against Mormon claims of modern revelations can be advanced on the basis of Mormon "revelations" on polygamy.
THE ARGUMENT
1. In 1830 Mormons were damned if they had more than one wife:
a) "Behold, David and Solomon truly had many wives and concubines, which things were abominable before me, saith the Lord." (Book of Mormon, Jacob 2:24, p. 111).
b) "Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you have save it be one wife; and concubines he shall have none; . . . Wherefore,
1 When the Kirtland temple was dedicated in 1836, some of the Mormons spoke of "seeing the Lord, others of seeing Moses, while those outside saw a pillar of fire resting on the temple." Thomas O'Dea, The Mormons, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 44. Mormon accounts of visions, revelations, and miracles pervade their historical records. The "miracles" have included the healing of sick horses by the laying on of hands and the arrival of sea gulls which destroyed a devouring horde of crickets.
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this people shall keep my commandments, saith the Lord of Hosts, or cursed be the land for their sakes." {Book of Mormon, Jacob 2:27,29, p. 111),
c) See also Jacob 1:15; 3:5; Mosiah 11:2,4,14; Ether 10:5.
2. But in 1843 a "revelation" through Joseph Smith resulted in a "new and everlasting covenant" being proclaimed, in which those were damned who did not have more than one wife:
a) "For behold, I reveal unto you a new and an everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory . . . And let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those wives that have been given unto my servant Joseph Smith . . . And if he have ten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit adultery . . . " {Doctrine and Covenants, Section 132:4,52,62, pp. 239, 244, 245, (1952 ed.).
b) " . . . I hold the keys of this power in the last days, for there is never but one on earth at a time on whom the power and its keys are conferred; and I have constantly said no man shall have but one wife at a time unless the Lord directs otherwise."2 {Joseph Smith's Diary, Oct 5, 1843).3
3. The American Congress passed a series of bills (The Edmunds-Tucker
Act, 1887) prohibiting polygamy. The Mormons finally bowed to surrounding hostile non-Mormons and the Federal Government. Wilford Woodruff, the President of the "twelve apostles" and head of the Mormon Church, "prayed and feeling inspired" issued the following manifesto in 1890:
"Inasmuch as laws have been enacted by Congress forbidding plural marriages . . . I hereby declare my intention to submit to those laws, and to use my influence with the members of the Church over which I preside to have them do likewise." {Doctrine and Covenants, Official Declaration, p. 257). Polygamists, after this declaration, were excommunicated so that in
1907 it was stated that the church had respectfully submitted to the law enacted against plural marriages.
4. The Mormon claim that God commanded plural marriage through revelations to Joseph Smith can only be maintained if one is prepared to allow that God gave contradictory revelations within the short space of thirteen years. One in the Book of Mormon forbidding
2 The doctrine was at first communicated to a few select of the "inner circle" only. It was understood that this "strong meat" was not to be fed to the Gentiles" who were to receive only the "first principles".
3 Quoted in J. K. VanBaalen, The Chaos of Cults, (Michigan: Win. B. Eerdmans Co., 1962), p. 202. Joseph Smith claimed to have received a revelation which commanded his wife, Emma Smith, to submit to a polygamous relationship or be destroyed. "Verily, I say unto you: A commandment I give unto you . . . let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those that have been given unto my servant Joseph . . . And I command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide and cleave unto my servant Joseph, and to none else. But if she will not abide this commandment she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord. . . " (Doctrine and Covenants, Section 132:51-54, p. 244). Smith is reported to have had 48 wives. See Fawn M. Brodie, No Man Knows My History: The Life of Joseph Smith, The Mormon Prophet, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1946).
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polygamy (1830), and the other, through Joseph Smith, commanding it (1843). It seems incredible that a God-inspired "new and everlasting covenant" could then be withdrawn by the same God because of a man-made decision of the Supreme Court. Mormons still attempt to justify the polygamous revelations allegedly given to Smith on the basis of several passages in the Bible. The Christadelphian should be aware that polygamy is not an abandoned doctrine of a forgotten age of Mormonism. This point is acknowledged by secular writers. " . . . all Mormon doctrinal innovations were to fall into place around this new teaching on marriage . . . sexual relations and procreation the central role in man's progression to divinity."4 The following citations from Mormon writings prove this to be the case:
GOD Mormons speculate about a divine mother in connection with God's fatherhood. The following are the words of a Mormon hymn:
In the heav'ns are parents single? No! The tho't makes reason stare! Truth is reason; truth eternal Tells me I've a mother there.5
JESUS CHRIST
"Jesus Christ was a polygamist; Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, were his plural wives, and Mary Magdalene was another. Also, the bridal feast of Cana of Galilee, where Jesus turned the water into wine, was on the occasion of one of his own marriages."6
"We say it was Jesus Christ who was married [at Cana, to Martha and Mary] whereby He could see His own seed before He was crucified. I shall say here that before the Saviour died He looked upon His own natural children as we look upon ours. When Mary came to the sepulchre she saw two angels and she said unto them 'they have taken away my Lord or husband'."7
ADAM
"In the Heaven where our spirits were born, there are many Gods, each one of whom has his own wife or wives which were given to him previous to his redemption, while yet in his mortal state."8
4.Thomas O'Dea, The Mormons, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 60. O'Dea is a sociologist. (Early Mormon history contains sordid charges of seduction and rivalry for wives. See O'Dea, pp. 61, 62, 104, 110.)
5 Eliza R. Snow, a Mormon poetess and plural wife of Joseph Smith. The poem remains a sacred Mormon song and is retained in the Deseret Sunday School Songbook,
(No. 181).
6 Brigham Young (the second president of the Mormon Church), quoted in Eliza Young's, Wife No. 19, Chpt. XXXV.
7 Orson Hyde, Journal of Discourses, Vol. 11, (Oct. 6, 1853). p. 210. Quoted in Gordon Fraser, Is Mormonism Christian? (Chicago: Moody Press, 1965), p. 63.
8 Orson Pratt, The Seer, 1, 3, (March 1853), p. 31. Quoted in Irving Robertson, What the Cults Believe, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1966), p. 14.
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"When our father Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him." 9
" . . . Michael [.the Archangel], or Adam, the father of all, the prince of all, the. ancient of days . . . " 1 0
THE FALL
"Adam found himself in a position that impelled him to disobey one of the requirements of God. He and his wife had been commanded to multiply and replenish the earth. Adam was still immortal; Eve had come under the penalty of mortality; and in such dissimilar conditions the two could not remain together, and, therefore, could not fulfill the Divine requirement, [i.e., to procreate]. On the other hand, Adam would be disobeying another command by yielding to his wife's request. He deliberately and wisely decided to stand by the first and greater commandment; and, therefore, with a full comprehension of the nature of his act, he also partook of the fruit that grew on the tree of knowledge." 11
ULTIMATE REWARD
" . . . would you, like your heavenly Father, prompted by eternal benevolence and charity, wish to fill countless millions of worlds with your begotten sons and daughters and to bring them all through all the gradations of progressive being, to inherit immortal bodies and eternal mansions in your several dominions? . . . The eternal union of the sexes, in and after the resurrection, is mainly for the purpose of renewing and continuing the work of procreation." 12
ABRAHAM'S FAITH
"Abraham received concubines, and they bore him children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness, because they were given unto him, and he abode in my law . . . " 1 3
6. It will be appreciated by those familiar with Biblical teaching that the Mormon claim to "believe in the Bible insofar as it is translated accurately" is worth very little in the context of Mormon distortion of Biblical accounts. Until the authority of Scripture is established and the polygamous interpretations eradicated, little progress can be expected.
7. Despite the official change in attitude by the Mormon Church, plural marriage continues to be practiced in Utah. It is estimated that there
9 Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 1, 50, (April 9, 1852). Quoted in Irving Robertson, What the Cults Believe, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1966), p. 15.
10 Doctrine and Covenants, Section 27:11, ρ .41.
11 James E. Talmage (a recognized Mormon theologian), The Articles of Faith, (Salt Lake City: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day saints, 1901), p. 68
12 Parley Pratt (a Mormon missionary), 1830. Quoted in J. K. VanBaalen, The Chaos of Cults, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1962), pp. 205, 206.
13 Doctrine and Covenants, Section 132:37, p. 243.
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are several thousand polygamists in Utah today.14 Fundamentalists claim that for every "fundamentalist" Mormon discovered and excommunicated for polygamy there are ten Mormons in good standing who have more than one wife.15 Whalen comments:
"Throughout the west, they say, thousands of women known outwardly as widows, divorcees, spinsters, or wives of traveling salesmen or servicemen are actually plural wives. Attorney General Walter Budge of Utah has estimated there are at least 20,000 men, women and children living in plural marriages in his state alone. Newsweek magazine agreed with this estimate in an article on the polygamous Mormons in 1955 . . . It quoted State Attorney General E. R. Callister who said, 'Utah's jails aren't big enough to hold them all.'16 Newsweek also observed that 'many a Utah Mormon takes quiet pride in his polygamous forbears and is inclined to be lenient toward the Fundamentalists.' "17
Short Creek, Arizona, has been a famous Mormon Fundamentalist settlement. In 1953 warrants were presented for the arrest of 36 men and 83 women. Convictions resulted, but only suspended sentences were received since Arizona has no laws against polygamy. It is known that the Fundamentalists protect themselves by planted spies to tip them off about raids by the police departments.
8. Mormon missionaries distribute a publication, "The Challenge The
Book of Mormon Makes to the World". Many of the thirty claims made in this tract are easily answered but some involve historical information. For those wishing to analyze the historical information cited, the following sources are helpful.18 They are listed in order of thoroughness of content:
14 Thomas O'Dea, The Mormons, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 248.
15 William J. Whalen, The Latter-day Saints in the Modern World, (Notre Dame, Indiana: Un. of Notre Dame Press, 1967), pp. 284, 285.
16 Newsweek, (Nov. 21, 1955), p. 99.
17 William J. Whalen, The Latter-day Saints in the Modern Day World, (Notre Dame, Indiana: Un. of Notre Dame Press, 1967), p. 285.
18 It must, of course, be realized, that these writers are not Christadelphians, and references to Biblical teaching must be cautiously and critically evaluated. Men competent in archaeology and anthropology may have no credentials for expounding Biblical teaching. O'Dea, Thomas. The Mormons. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1957, p. 288.
This book is a sociological analysis (without the anti-Mormon sentiment characteristic of Sectarian publications). The book is similar in style and treatment to Bryan Wilson's, Sects and Society. (Available from public libraries.) Whalen, William. The Latter-day Saints in the Modern Day World: An Account of Contemporary Mormonism. Notre Dame, Indiana: Un. of Notre Dame Press, 967, pp. 319. (A paperback.) Fraser, Gordon. What Does the Book of Mormon Teach? An Examination of the Historical and Scientific Statements of the Book of Mormon. Chicago: The Moody Press, 1964, pp. 128. (A paperback.) Robertson, Irving. What the Cults Believe. Chicago: The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago,
1966, pp. 9-30. (Available from public libraries.) VanBaalen, Jan Karel. The Chaos of the Cults. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1962, pp. 188-218. (Available from public libraries.) Fraser, Gordon. Is Mormonism Christian? Chicago: The Moody Press, 1965, pp. 7-115.
(A paperback.)
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ISA. 4:1 "And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying,
We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach."
PROBLEM: This passage is cited by Mormons in an effort to find Biblical support for the doctrine of polygamy taught in Mormon "scripture".
SOLUTION::
1. This passage is cited for scriptural support for the Mormon doctrine of polygamy. But does the passage state that the seven women would marry the one man? The request is "let us be called by thy name to take away our reproach." Is this synonymous with a request for marriage? If so, why the statement, "We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel?" When were such requests made by Mormon women of Mormon men for the reason "to take away our reproach"?
2. In the passage in Isaiah it is the women who request of the man,
"let us be called by thy name, but Mormon "inspired scripture" has the initiative resting with the men. The basis for Mormon teaching on polygamy is that God commanded Joseph Smith to take plural wives because of a new2 and everlasting covenant.1 Rather than the woman making the request of the man, Joseph Smith's wife was told if she did not submit to a polygamous relationship, she would be cursed.2 Is submission the same as request?
3. The geographical location of the prophecy is not Independence, Missouri, nor the area covered by the Mormon trek to Salt Lake City, in the 1800's, but Palestine. Consider the following evidence: Judah and Jerusalem (Isa. 2:1); "cedars of Lebanon" (2:13); "oaks of Bashan" (2:13); Jerusalem and Judah (3:1); "Judah is ruined and Jerusalem is fallen" (3:8); "daughters of Zion" (3:16); "he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem" (4:3); mount Zion
(4:5).
4. There are two reasons implied in the context for seven women requesting to be called by the name of one man:
a) So many young men had been slaughtered there was no longer enough males for the females. "Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war". (Isa. 3:25).
1 "For behold, I reveal unto you a new and an everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory.. . . And let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those [wives] that have been given unto my servant Joseph.. . . And if he have ten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit adultery, for they belong to him, and they are given unto him; therefore is he justified." Doctrine and Covenants, Section 132:4,52,62, pp. 239,244,245 (1952 ed.).
2 The following revelation is alleged to have been given Joseph Smith by God: "And let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those wives that have been given unto my servant Joseph . . . And I command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide and cleave unto my servant Joseph, and to none else. But if she will not abide this commandment she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord; for I am the Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my law." Doctrine and Covenants, Section 132:53,54, p. 244, (1952 ed.).
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b) The females had been stricken with plagues (Is. 3:16-24; "filth of the daughters of Zion", Isa. 4:4) which were so repugnant that no young man desired these women for wives. Hence the request to be called by a man's name to take away the reproach, yet "we will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel . . . " Either, or both of these reasons are incompatible with the Mormon claim that polygamy was a "new and divine covenant" communicated by God through the "prophet" Joseph Smith.
5. Mormon communities have been noted for their patriarchal rule.3
Mormon doctrine teaches that a woman cannot attain the highest glory for a woman, apart from a man.4 But the context to the passage in question states, "as for my people . . . women rule over them".
(Isa. 3:12). Since Mormon history is silent about rulership by women, this is further evidence that Isa. 4:1 is not prophetic of Mormon polygamy.
1 COR. 15:29 "Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all?"
PROBLEM: Mormons spend great amounts of time looking up their genealogies. Some have been baptized1 by proxy more than fifty times for the benefit of "Gentile" ancestors. The baptisms are always done within the secrecy of Mormon temples. Support for this practice is taken from this passage. One Mormon put it this way:
"Millions of earth's sons and daughters have passed out of the body without obeying the law of baptism. Many of them will gladly accept the word and law of the Lord when it is proclaimed to them in the spirit world. But they cannot there attend to ordinances that belong to the sphere which they have left. Can nothing be done in their case? Must they forever be shut out of the kingdom of heaven? But justice and mercy join in answering 'yes' to the first,
'no' to the last question. What, then, is the way of their deliverance? The living may be baptized for the dead. Other essential ordinances may be attended to vicariously. This glorious truth hid from human knowledge for centuries,2 has been made known in this greatest of all dispensations 4 . . "3
3 See LeGrand Richards, A Mervelous Work And A Wonder, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book Company, 1950), p. 200.
4 Ibid., p. 195.
1 Mormons baptize by immersion in water. Although infant baptism is rejected, Mormon's consider the age of accountability to be eight!
2 Other groups have practised baptism for the dead. Among these were the Marcionites and the Montanists. The Council of Hippo (393 A.D.) forbade the practice. See James Hasting (ed.) Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, Vol. 8, (New York, Charles Scribner's Sons), p. 408.
3 C. Penrose, Mormon Doctrine Plain and Simple: or Leaves from the Tree of Life, 1897, p. 48.
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SOLUTION:
1. It is apparent from Penrose's argument that the Mormon position rests on two prior propositions:
a) That Mormon "scripture" is authoritative.
b) That at death the real person departs to the spirit world. Since these two Mormon claims are considered in detail elsewhere in this manual, they are not examined here.
2. The Mormon doctrine of proxy baptism rests on this one passage in the entire Bible. Any doctrine must be suspect which rests on only one verse. Much more so when the interpretation given to the verse violates the teaching of Scripture that after death comes either judgment (if responsible) or annihilation (if not responsible).4 "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment . . . "
(Heb. 9:27).
3. But what does the passage mean? A number of interpretations have in the past been proposed. The one which best fits the context is the following:
"Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead [Christ]5, if the dead [believers] rise not at all?" The argument being: "Why be baptised on behalf of Christ who has not risen from the dead?" (cf. vs. 4-19; vs. 20-28 being read as parenthetical).
4 E.g., "other lords" (Isa. 26:14,19) and the Babylonians (Jer. 51:39,57).
5 It is sometimes argued that "the dead" cannot refer to Christ since the Greek word for dead, "nekron" is plural, not singular. But a check of the Hebrew word for "death" in Isa. 53:9 ("He made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death"), indicates that the word "death" in this reference is also plural. The plural is in harmony with the argument of the Apostle Paul that "if one died for all, then were all dead". (2 Cor. 5:14). The death of Christ comprehended many deaths.
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