
Preaching the Word of God
The word for preaching means 'to proclaim' or 'announce.' When someone preaches, they announce the message of God to the people. It is essential that what is announced is the message of God. As Peter says, "If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God" (1 Peter 4:11). We must make sure that we are speaking exactly what God's word is saying. The disciples did this, "Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went" (Acts 8:4).
We must prove to the listener that we are speaking the words of God. We can do this by proving everything from the Bible. We should get one of the listeners to read the verses, so that other listeners know that the words are from the Bible and not from us.
We must faithfully proclaim the message of the Bible. As Paul advised Timothy, "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).
Unfortunately, the New Testament tells us of many who do not handle the word of God correctly: "They are ruining whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach" (Titus 1:11). True preachers are careful to be different. The apostle Paul said, "we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God" (2 Corinthians 4:2)
If we do not teach what the Bible says, then we are a false teacher. God will not be happy with this. Every preacher must ask themselves whether they are presenting the word of God faithfully and make sure that they do so.
There are three ways in which a preacher can get things wrong:
1. They can add things to the teaching that are not there. We are warned, "Do not go beyond what is written" (1 Corinthians 4:6). People like this add their own teaching, "their teachings are but rules taught by men" (Matthew 15:9).
2. They can take away from the teaching things that they should be teaching. "Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called the least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:19).
3. They can twist the teachings into something that was not intended. They distort the truth.
All preachers must be careful how they teach others, "each one should be careful how he builds" (1 Corinthians 3:10). All preachers are accountable to God.
Preachers must avoid teaching in a way that pleases men. The Pharisees did this, "Everything they do is done for men to see" (Matthew 23:5). Paul was not like this, "We are not trying to please men but God, who tests the hearts" (1 Thessalonians 2:4).
Preachers should not behave as if they are important. The Pharisees did this, "they love the place of honour at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the market-places and to have men call them 'Rabbi'" (Matthew 23:6-7). Jesus made it clear to them, "For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted" (Matthew 23:12).
Preachers must not preach for money. Paul tells us that there are many like this,
"Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit" (2 Corinthians 2:17). As Jesus said, "Freely you have received, freely give" (Matthew 10:8).
