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SEVENTH - DAY ADVENTISM
The "ceremonial law" and the "moral law"
PROBLEM: A distinction is made by S.D.A.'s between the "ceremonial law" (written in a book), which it is argued was done away with in Christ, and the "moral law" (inscribed in the tables of stone) which it is said is eternal and immutable. A S.D.A. publication puts it this way:
"We feel that there are ample Biblical grounds for making this distinction. The Ten Commandments, or the Decalogue, constitute in principle God's eternal law. Not only is this law eternal, but it is immutable."1
SOLUTION:
S.D.A.'s impose on Scripture a division not made by Scripture itself. Consider the following:
a) Hezekiah appointed "the king's portion of his substance for the burnt offerings . . . for the sabbaths, and for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it is written in the law of the LORD." (2 Chron. 31:3). This passage indicates that the "law of the LORD" includes "ceremonial" aspects (i.e., feasts, burnt offerings) as well as "moral law". (S.D.A.'s teach that the "law of Moses" refers to the ceremonial aspects, whereas the "law of the LORD" refers to the moral law.)
b) In Numbers 31:21 the ordinance of "the law which the LORD commanded Moses" is stated concerning the men who had returned from battle with the spoils of war. "The law which the LORD commanded Moses" is not, therefore, an expression exclusively used for the decalogue. The passage also indicates that "the law" cannot be divided between "ceremonial" and "moral aspects" since the above instructions regarding war had a moral intent.
c) God's decree forbidding marriage with the alien is not specifically indicated in the decalogue but is written in the "book of the law of Moses" (Josh. 23:6,12) and likewise contains a moral intent.
Origin and Duration of the Sabbath Law
PROBLEM: S.D.A.'s argue that the sabbath law was given to Adam and Eve and is eternally binding on all believers. The argument is stated as follows:
"But the Decalogue, sealed with the lip and finger of God,
1 Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine: An Explanation of Certain Major Aspects of Seventh-day Adventist Belief, (Washington: Review and Herald Publishing Ass., 1957), p. 129.
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was lifted above all Jewish rites and ceremonies. This is evident from the fact that the Sabbath was established before man sinned, and therefore before he had any need of a Redeemer. It was not a part of the ceremonial regulations occasioned by the entrance of sin, and which were annulled by the death of Christ (Col. 2I17)."1
SOLUTION:
1. There is no passage of Scripture which explicitly states that the keeping of the Sabbath was binding on any prior to God's giving of the covenant to Israel. God "rested" (Gen. 2:2,3), but nowhere is it stated that Adam and Eve were commanded to observe the sabbath.
2. Paul expressly states that the law (of which the decalogue was a part "was added because of transgressions, until the seed should come." (Gal. 3:19). Since the law was added because of transgressions, it implies that the sabbath law was not given to Adam and Eve. The law was added until "the seed should come," which clearly implies that its provision had served its purpose when the Seed had come.
3. Even if it were true that the sabbath law was in existence before the law of Moses, this does not necessarily make it binding today, since both animal sacrifices and circumcision were commanded by God in patriarchal times, but are not now binding.
4. If the sabbath law were eternal, why did an alleged "ceremonial law"
-circumcision, take precedence over sabbath observance-a moral law? The law required that eight days after a child was born it must be circumcized (Lev. 12:3), but sometimes the day of circumcision would fall on a sabbath. A conflict of laws resulted-one demanding that circumcision should take place, and the other, that no work should be done. (See Jn. 7:22,23). Circumcision took precedence because unless one was circumcized, the law could not be kept. Likewise, on the "sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless." (Matt. 12:5). Instead of the sabbath being a day of rest to the Lord, their work was doubled. (Num. 28:9-10). All believers are a "royal priesthood" (1 Pet. 2:9) and as such, are exempt from one day sabbath keeping.
5. Part of the sabbath law was the penalty for its disobedience: "whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death." (Exod. 31:15). If the law commanding observance has not changed why has the penalty for its disobedience been changed by the S.D.A.'s?
6. The sabbath law is expressly stated to be a sign between Israel and
Yahweh: "It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever."
(Exod. 31:17 cf. Deut. 5:15). The law was not given to the forebearers of the Israelites since it is stated: "The LORD made not this
1 Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine, (Washington: Review and Herald Publishing Ass., 1957), pp. 150-151.
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covenant with our fathers, but with us even us, who are all of us here alive this day." (Deut. 5:3). This is further suggested by the ignorance of Moses and Aaron as to what to do with the man caught picking up sticks on the sabbath: "And they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done to him." (Num.
15:34). Why would there be ignorance about the penalty for sabbath disobedience if the law had been in force since Eden?
7. If the sabbath law is eternal why is it termed (as part of the decalogue) "the ministration of death, written and engraved in stones" and the "ministration of condemnation"? (2 Cor. 3:6-9).
8. The sabbath is termed a "shadow". (Col. 2:16,17). How can that which is a "shadow" be eternal? The sabbath was designed to teach men to rest from the works of the flesh in anticipation of the great millenial rest which God would provide. "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." (Heb. 4:9,11). The believer now rests every day from the works of the flesh, labouring "to enter into that rest". (Heb. 4:11). This parallels the change in circumcision-from a literal cutting off of flesh to "that of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter." (Rom. 2:29)2
9. Judaising heretics who said that it was needful to keep the law of
Moses (Acts 15:1,24) subverted the Truth and received strong indictments from the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Galatian ecclesia. But no mention is made by the Apostle of a binding sabbath law to be observed by Gentile converts. Similarly, it is significant that the council at Jerusalem (Acts 15) was convened to consider Jewish claims regarding the law of Moses, but no mention was made of sabbath keeping. If the sabbath were eternal and immutable one would have expected that at this conference such would have been stated. Rather, Paul's letters leave sabbath observance to the individual choice of believers. (Rom. 14:5,6; Col. 2:14-17).
10. There is further evidence that sabbath observance is not mandatory for New Testament believers:
a) The ten commandments were a part of the "old" covenant. (Exod.
34:28; Deut. 4:13; 1 Kings 8:9,21).
b) But the writer to the Hebrews states: "A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away." (Heb. 8:13).
c) Therefore, the decalogue as given to Israel is no longer binding upon New Testament believers.
11. It is sometimes contended that if the "old" covenant has been replaced by the "new" then it must now be permissable to steal, murder etc., but this is not so. The following tabulation shows that nine of the ten commandments have been re-affirmed in the affirmative form
2 Even now believers can partially experience the sabbath rest of the millenium. Jesus said: "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will ^ive you rest." (Matt. 11:28). The Greek word, "anapausis" translated "rest" is used in the Septuagint for the Old Testament sabbath rest. (The Septuagint is the Greek translation of the Old Testament Scriptures in the third century B.C.
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("do" rather than "do not"). Sabbath observance is the one command of the law which is not re-affirmed.
New Testament Old Testament 1st Eph. 4:6; 1 Jn. 5:21; Matt. 4:10 Exod. 20:3 2nd
1 Cor. 10:14; Rom. 1:25 Exod. 20:4-5 3rd James 5:12; Matt. 5:34-35 Exod. 20:7 4th Abolished: Rom. 14:5; Col. 2:16-17;
Heb. 8:13 Exod. 20:8 5th Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20 Exod. 20:12 6th
1 Jn. 3:15; Matt. 5:21,22; Rom. 13:9 Exod. 20:13 7th Heb. 13:4; Matt. 5:27-28; 1 Cor. 6:9-10 Exod. 20:14 8th Rom. 2:21; Eph. 4:28 Exod. 20:15 9th Col. 3:9; Eph. 4:25; 2 Tim. 3:3;
1 Tim. 3:8-11 Exod. 20:16 10th Eph. 5:3; Col. 3:5 Exod. 20:17
12. The Apostles gathered with believers on the first day of the week to remember the sacrifice of Christ and to take up the collection of money for the work of the Truth. (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2). On the sabbath they were engaged in contentious disputation with the Jews in the syngagogues. Acts records: "And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, [the synagogue of the Jews], and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures." (Acts 17:2). S.D.A.'s have reversed this example. They gather with those of like belief on Saturday and proselytize on Sunday.3
MATT. 24:20 "But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day."
PROBLEM: This passage is cited by S.D.A.'s in an attempt to prove that the sabbath is binding upon believers. The question is pressed: "Why would Jesus instruct his disciples to pray that their flight be not on the sabbath, if sabbath observance were no longer binding?"
3 S.D.A.'s contend that the custom of holding the memorial service on Sunday owes its origin to the decree of Constantine in 328 A.D. in which it was commanded that the first day of the week should be kept holy by all "Christians". This S.D.A. assertion is inaccurate. Historical records indicate that the custom went back to Apostolic times. Consider the following: a) "We do not regard circumcision, nor observe the sabbath, because such things as these do not belong to Christians.' (Eusebius, about 324 A.D.); b) 'The obligation of the Lord's resurrection binds us to keep the paschal festival on the Lord's day.'
(Anatolius, A.D. 270); c) 'Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly; since it is the first day in which God made the world; and Jesus Christ, our Saviour, rose, on that day, from the dead.' 'On the day called Sunday there is made a gathering into the same place of all that live in city or country, and the memoranda of the apostles, or the writings of the prophets, are read as long as may be. Afterwards, the reader having ceased, the president makes verbally the admonition and exhortation to the imitation of these excellent things. Then we all rise and pour forth prayers. Then the bread and wine are taken.'
(Justin Martyr, A.D. 140). 'Those who were concerned with old things, have come to newness of confidence, no longer keeping sabbaths, but living according to the Lord's day, on which our life, as risen again through him, depends.' (Ignatius, about 100 A.D.)." Quoted from "How and When The Sabbath Should be Kept", Herald of the Coming Age, XVIII, No. 6, (April, 1968), 96.
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SOLUTION:
Nehemiah had commanded that the gates of the city be closed on the sabbath. (Neh. 13:19). The Jews, with veiled eyes, failed to respond to the teaching of Christ about the sabbath. Consequently, if the Jews fled the city on a sabbath, they would be confronted by closed gates and the prejudice of conservative Judaisers who would not work on the sabbath. The resulting confusion, with advancing Roman armies, would bring great hardship on those attempting to flee to the mountains. Similar hardships would face those fleeing in winter.
ISA. 24:1,3,19 "Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof." "The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word."
"The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly."
PROBLEM: These verses are cited by S.D.A.'s in support of their belief that the earth will be desolate for a thousand years during which time Satan will be "circumstantially bound" on the earth. (The righteous will have been taken to heaven). A. S.D.A. publication comments as follows:
"The implication is almost unavoidable that the destination of the righteous at the second advent is heaven-not the earth from which they are removed at the last trump."1
"Satan's followers have all been destroyed at the second advent. The righteous . . . are removed from his [Satan's] domain. The earth is in utter desolation, with dead bodies everywhere . . . Satan is consigned by divine fiat to the earth, there for one thousand years to ponder on the results of his rebellion against God."2
SOLUTION:
1. If the earth is to become completely desolate who are the "few men left"? (vs. 6). Why is every house shut up so that none can enter?
(vs. 10). Who is crying in the streets for lack of wine? (vs. 11). Who is it that sings for joy? (vs. 14).
2. Isaiah refers to the LORD of hosts reigning in mount Zion, "and in
Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously." (vs. 23). This time is referred to by Isaiah in chapters 2 and 65. Both of these passages require the continued existence of mortal people on the earth. Note the following: Isa. 2:3 (these are not righteous immortals since they go to Jerusalem to learn cf. Zech. 14:17); Isa. 65:17-20 (the sinner
1 Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine, (Washington: Review and Herald Publishing Ass., 1957), p. 495.
2 Ibid., p. 492.
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being an hundred years old shall be accursed likewise indicates the continued existence of mortal nations on the earth.)
3. The saints will not be removed to heaven. "They shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years." (Rev. 20:6). This reigning will be on the earth: "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth." (Rev. 5:10).
4. The apparently absolute expressions of desolation on the earth must, therefore, be read in a limited sense. This conclusion is further indicated by noting parallel expressions in Jer. 44:2,6 in which Jerusalem is referred to as a desolation with no man dwelling therein, yet Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left certain of the poor of the land for vinedressers and husbandmen. (Jer. 52:16).
5. God will not leave the earth utterly desolate with no inhabitants since "the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done." (Gen. 8:21).
JER. 4:7,23 " . . . and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant/'
"I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light."
PROBLEM: S.D.A.'s connect these verses with those in Isa. 24:1,3,19 to teach that the earth will be completely desolate during the millenium except for Satan who will be left to ponder on the results of his rebellion against God.
SOLUTION:
1. This passage refers, not to the earth, but to the land of Palestine,
(vs. 1-3, 5,6).
2. The passage was fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem 586
B.C. (Jer. 44:2,6; 52:5,7,8). Even then, some Jews were left to till the soil. (Jer. 52:15,16).
3. Even if there were a secondary application of this passage at Armageddon, positive evidence that mortals will inhabit the earth during the millenium is supported from the following passages:
a) The saints are to be given power over the nations to rule with a rod of iron. (Rev. 2:26,27). But this time must be during the millenial period since the end of the millenium results in the end of sin and mortality. (1 Cor. 15:22-28).
b) The saints are said to reign for a thousand years (Rev. 20:6).
But who are they to reign over if removed to heaven? (cf. Rev. 5:10-"We shall reign on the earth.")
c) See also Zech. 14:16,17; Isa. 65:16.
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REV. 21:10 "And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God."
PROBLEM: S.D.A.'s cite this passage in support of their doctrine that the rapture will take the saints to heaven for 1,000 years, after which the bride, represented as a city, will descend to the earth.1
SOLUTION:
1. The saints will not be in heaven for the 1,000 years period, therefore the passage cannot teach the literal descent of the saints to the earth. See Rev. 5:10- " . . . and we shall reign on the earth." This reigning is during the 1,000 years as is indicated in Rev. 20:6- "they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years."
2. The Revelation which depicts the saints as a city descending from God out of heaven employs the language of theophany in which a manifestation of God is said to be God descending or coming down. See for example: Gen. 11:5; 18:21; Exod. 3:7,8. The saints are chosen in Christ "before the foundation of the world." (Eph. 1:4). Their origin is from heaven in the sense that they are new creations (Jas.
1:18; Eph. 2:15) born from above (Jn. 3:3,7 mg.) by the Spirit word. (Jn. 6:63). Similarly the manna which the children of Israel ate in the wilderness was bread sent down from heaven. (Jn. 6:31). "From heaven" emphasizes its divine origin without asserting that it was manufactured in heaven and floated down to the earth. Similarly, the bride descending out of heaven symbolically portrays her heavenly origin.
1 See Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine, (Washington: Review and Herald Publishing Ass., 1967), pp. 504-5.
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