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PENTECOSTALISM1
PRELIMINARY POINTS
Pentecostals tend to be very difficult to engage in a reasoned Biblical discussion. Inevitably, the discussion becomes a stalemate when the Pentecostal asserts that he has had a personal experience with the Lord and is now led into all truth by the Holy Spirit. It has been said that "the man who has had an experience is never at the mercy of a man with an argument". The point is, there is no longer any common ground from which to reason from the accepted to the disputed. The non-Pentecostal is relegated to the position of a "natural man" who "cannot understand the things of the spirit" (i.e., the spiritual "truths" of Pentecostal teaching) .2
One problem area in such discussions is that there is no common authority to which appeal might be made. It may at first be thought that the obvious authority is the Bible, but in actual fact this is seldom the case. The real authority is nearly always extra-Biblical, i.e., the Holy Spirit, or the "reality" of a personal encounter with the Lord. The apostolic instruction to "prove all things" (1 Thess. 5:21) is an objective basis for discussion, but Pentecostalism operates on the highly subjective basis of personal experiences and Holy Spirit guidance. The tragedy of such authorities is the way in which the Holy Spirit is, in effect, charged with errors taught in the name of Pentecostalism. It is not uncommon to find "Spirit-guided" Pentecostals repeatedly differing in their respective interpretations of the same verses.3 Is the Holy Spirit power of Almighty God the author of confusion?
SUGGESTED STRATEGY
1. Christ predicted that miracles and prophesying would be done in his
1 There are many factions within the Pentecostal movement with differences of belief. Some are independent and known as "Jesus only" (denying the orthodox trinitarian belief), but all Pentecostals emphasize the "born-again" experience and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The term "Pentecostal" is used in this analysis to include all groups within the general movement.
2 Time called Pentecostalism the "fastest growing church in the hemisphere". ("Fastest- Growing Church in the Hemisphere", Time, 80, (Nov. 2, 1962), p. 56. Life regarded it as "the third force", equal in significance to Roman Catholicism and historic Protestantism.
("The Third Force in Chirstendom", Life, 44, (June 9, 1958), p. 113. A. A. Allen is currently one of the most popular Pentecostals in America. The A. A. Allen Revivals Inc., in 1968 grossed $2,692,342.00 (not counting the salaries of Allen and his two associate preachers who take their cut directly from "their ministry", printed 55 million pieces of literature; maintained daily radio-broadcasts (58 stations), and weekly television programmes
(43 stations). See "Religion: Faith Healers Getting Back Double from God", Time (Canadian edition), 93, No. 10, p. 52.
3 Historically, official differences have existed among Pentecostal groups. For example, the Elim movement and the Assemblies of God have these principal differences:
a) Whether the initial sign of "Baptism of the Holy Ghost" is necessarily speaking in tongues-affirmed by the Assemblies of God, whereas Elim has regarded tongues as only one of several possible signs, b) Whether there are apostles in the church today-asserted by the Apostolic Church, c) Whether there would be a total or partial rapture of the saints, d) Interpretations of Bible prophecy. This latter was a source of division within Elim itself. See Elim Evangel, 21, (1940), p. 125. Referred to by Bryan Wilson, Sects and Society: A Sociological Study of Three Religious Groups in Britain, (London: William Heinemann Ltd., 1961), p. 57.
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name, apart from his sanction or power. (Matt. 7:21-23; see also 2
2 Thess. 2:9). This is why an experience or miracle, no matter how great, cannot be appealed to as the sole judge of the source of that event. A discussion with a Pentecostal can often be more effective if a simple, yet important, ground rule is laid down at the beginningthat if anything is said in the discussion, even if attributed to extra- Biblical sources, it must stand the test of Scripture.4 To assume such a posture in the discussion is to follow the instruction of the New Testament. Consider the following:
a) Paul establishes the test of sound doctrine as the criterion by which claimants to Spirit-gift powers can be examined. "Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit." (I Cor. 12:1-3). The lord prominent in the first century was "my lord Serapis".5 The Gospel challenged allegiance to this god through converts made to the Hope of Israel. No teacher with Spirit gifts would say "Jesus is accursed", but on the other hand, no teacher who followed the pagan cult would assert that Jesus was lord. The test of the claimant to Spirit powers, was, therefore, the test of the doctrine he taught.
b) Similarly, John applied the test of sound doctrine: "Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God. . . " (1 John 4:2-3). The test is the same-Is the teaching of the one who claims Spirit gifts in accordance with the revealed Word?
2. Now an area of discussion can be selected. But where should one start? The recurrent theme of Pentecostal services is the weight of man's sin, the suffering of Christ in vicariously atoning for man's guilt, and the debt of gratitude which all believers owe to Jesus who relieved them of their guilt. It is in this context that the Pentecostal evaluates Christadelphian teaching about the kingdom of God and the nature of man-interesting discussion, perhaps, but hardly fundamental to the "gospel". It certainly could be effectively argued that both of these areas are fundamentals of the Gospel. There are times, however, when it is advantageous to work within the belief system of the non-Christadelphian and in so doing, become "all things to
4 The Bereans were commended as follows: "These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so." (Acts 17:11). If the inspired teaching of the Apostle Paul was put to the test of Scripture, how much more the statements of latterday claimants to Spirit gifts!
5 This foreign god was imported to Egypt where in Alexandria it was regarded as a protector. A temple was built for Serapis which "rivalled the pride and magnificence of the Capitol". The god was similar in appearance to Jupiter and it was confidently affirmed by his votaries that if any impious hand should dare to violate the majesty of the god, the heavens and the earth would instantly return to their original chaos. See Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, (New York: Harcourt Brace and Co., 1960 ed.), pp. 415-417.
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all men" (I Cor. 9:22) that some might be saved. What better place to start than the nature, death and atonement of Christ?0 The implication of such a discussion would be to imply, if not to state, that the Pentecostal claim to be led into all truth by the Holy Spirit is wholly unjustified, since the doctrines taught are unscriptural and therefore subject to the severe condemnation of Gal. 1:8,9 ("As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.")
Sooner or later the Christadelphian will be required to provide proof that the Spirit gifts are not available today. The following summary attempts to compile the evidence:
a) The ability to pass on the Spirit gifts seems to have been the special privilege of the Apostles only (Ananias being a possible exception-Acts 9:17). This is indicated by the fact that although Philip's preaching was accompanied by miracles (Acts 8:7), the Apostles at Jerusalem sent Peter and John to Samaria to transmit the Spirit gifts by the laying on of hands. (Acts 8:14-18). Why should Peter and John be sent to Samaria to transmit Spirit-gift powers, if this power were available to all believers? Hence, with the death of the Apostles, there was no one able to transmit these gifts and so they ceased. As Peter said, the gift of the Holy Spirit was promised "to you [the Jews to whom he was speaking], and to your children, [two generations], and to all that are afar off,
[Gentiles]7 even as many [i.e., of these] as the Lord our God shall call." (Acts 2:38,39).
b) In I Cor. 13, the Apostle Paul contrasts the temporary character of the gifts with the permanence of faith, hope and love. "But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way". "Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, [i.e., the gift of prophecy, I Cor. 12:1,9,10] they shall fail; whether there be tongues, [i.e., gift of tongues, 1 Cor. 12:10], they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, [i.e., gift of knowledge, 1 Cor. 12:8] it shall vanish away." (1 Cor. 12:31; 13:8). When is this to take place? Paul says, "But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away."
(1 Cor. 13:10). Two interpretations are usually given to this verse. Pentecostals argue that the "perfect" which is to come refers to the return of Christ, while others, such as the Christadelphians, argue that it refers to the maturity which would come to the ecclesia with the completed Scriptures. If the latter could
6 The following is a brief outline of Pentecostal belief in these three areas, as defined by J. A. Synan et. al. (eds.), The Pentecostal Holiness Church Manual, (Franklin Springs, Georgia: Board of Publications, Pentecostal Holiness Church, 1965):
a) Christ's Nature-He was "a perfect, sinless human being . . . very God and perfect man." p. 29.
b) Christ's Death-" . . . Christ lived in a. mortal body subject to suffering and death."
"He 'dropped out' of the mortal body on the cross." p. 25.
c) Christ's Atonement-"We believe, teach and firmly maintain the . . . doctrine of justification by faith alone . . . We do not believe that any sort or degree of good works can procure or contribute toward our justification or salvation; that this is accomplished solely and exclusively upon the basis of our faith in the shed blood.. . " p . 31.
7 Note the use of "afar off" for the Gentiles in Ephesians 2:13,17.
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be proven, then, of course, this would amount to a proof that the Spirit-gift powers ceased about the end of the first century. The following is advanced in support of the latter interpretation: i. The Spirit gifts would pass away before the advent of Christ since Paul says, faith and hope abide (vs. 13). But when Christ returns one will have no need of hope, for "hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?" (Rom. 8:24). Nor would one have need for faith, since faith is "the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen". (Heb. 11:1, R.S.V.). Therefore, there must be a period of time after the passing of the Spirit gifts in which faith and hope "abide". Hence the passing of the Spirit gifts cannot be at the return of Christ, but must be at some time prior to this. ii. The Apostle stressed, "Now abideth faith, hope, charity . . ."
(I Cor. 13:13). This stress indicates that the Apostle did not consider the Holy Spirit gifts would continue past his age. iii. The immediate context to verse 10, ("But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away") is the knowing "in part" and prophesying "in part",
(vs. 10). The term "perfect" is, therefore, qualified by the subject in the context-the possession of the knowledge of the purpose of God. The impartation of this knowledge was dependent in the first century upon the presence of believers with the gifts of "knowledge" and "prophecy" until the completion of the New Testament. Since the completion of the New Testament no claimants to Spirit-gift powers have been successful in adding to the perfected* (completed) Scriptures. Why this lack of new knowledge, if in fact the Spirit gifts have been available from the first century until the present day? iv. The most frequent use of "teleion" is for the maturity of believers/' It is sometimes used in contexts which imply that the maturity is reached before the judgment at the return of Christ. Note the following:
-"Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect [teleiois, "mature", R.S.V.] . . . " (1 Cor. 2:6).
-"Let us therefore, as many as be perfect [teleioi, "mature", R.S.V.] . . . " (Phil. 3:15).
-" . . . in understanding be men [teleioi, "mature", R.S.V.]. (1 Cor. 14:20).
-"For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, [teleion, "mature", R.S.V.] even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil." (Heb. 5:13, 14).
8 The Greek word translated "perfect" in 1 Cor. 13:10 is "teleios" which means "ended, complete". Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, (London: Lutterworth Press, 1965).
9 "Teleion" is used once in reference to the Scriptures in Jas. 1:25-"The perfect [teleion] law of liberty".
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The purpose of the Spirit gifts was to confirm the word which was spoken
(Mk. 16:20), and to equip the saints for the work of the ministry and for edification (Eph. 4:12), but when the mature state of the ecclesia was reached with the completion of the New Testament Scriptures, that which was "in part" (the Spirit gifts, eg. some had the gift of tongues, others the gift of prophecy, etc.) ceased.
4. An explanation must also be offered for two comparisons which the
Apostle makes:
a) "When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child,
I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things." (1 Cor. 13:11). The Apostle's personal life illustrated the development of the ecclesia, (the comparison of the ecclesia to a human body is made in chapter 12, cf. also Rom.
12:4-8) from the immature state which depended on Spirit gifts, to the maturity reached with the completion of the Scriptures. There may be a subtle allusion to the gift of tongues ("I spake"), and the gift of knowledge ("I understood"), and the gift of prophecy ("I thought", "reasoned" mg.). These would "be put away"
-rendered inoperative by maturity.
b) "For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known." (1 Cor. 13:12). By looking into the partially revealed Word, man obtained a partial picture of the revelation of God to himself, but with the completion of revelation, man could then see himself as he was seen by God in the divine purpose.
5. Since Jesus Christ is "the same yesterday, and today, and forever"
(Heb. 13:8), the modern tongues movement claims that the Spirit gifts must be available today. It is argued that Jesus can do today what he did in the first century-send the Comforter to divide "to every man severally as he will". (1 Cor. 12:11). Two points require stressing:
a) It is not a question as to whether Christ can make the Spirit gifts available today. He obviously has the power to do so. The question is rather is it his purpose to make the Spirit gifts available today.
b) To argue that Christ must do today what he did in the past is to put a limitation upon his sovereignty. Jesus is immutable (unchanging in his character and person) as is his Father (cf. Num. 23:19; Mai. 3:6; Jas. 1:17), but he is not confined to do in the present and the future what he has done in the past. To argue otherwise is to ignore the history of the relatonship of God and Jesus Christ with men. Two examples illustrate this point: i. The disciples were told not to preach to the Gentiles- " . . . Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." (Matt. 10:5,6). After the resurrection of Christ, the disciples were told to preach the gospel to all nations. (Mk. 16:15). Philip preached to the Samaritans (Acts 8), and Paul was specifically sent to the Gentiles. (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11). ii. Nearly all Pentecostals would agree that Apostles who strike liars dead (Acts 5:3-10) and raise the dead (Acts 9:40)
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are. no longer in existence. The fact that such are not in existence, does not reflect on the essential character of God, but rather indicates that the purpose which they served is now past.
6. Today most claimants to Spirit powers stress the gifts of tongues and healing, yet the Apostle says "And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues". (1 Cor. 12:28). Why the importance today on the gifts of less importance? It is significant that the gift of prophecy is seldom claimed today by Pentecostals, yet it is the most amenable to the test of truth or falsity. Its greater value is set forth by Paul, in its great benefit and profit in the development of faith and character. This would lead one to expect that if any gifts were present, this one would be.
7. A reasonable case can be made from the testimonies of Justin Martyr,
Irenaeus, Origen, Chrysostom, and Augustine that in the post-apostolic era (100-600) speaking in tongues ceased.10
MARK 16:17,18 "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover."
PROBLEM: These verses are quoted by Pentecostals in support of their belief that the Holy Spirit gifts operate within the Pentecostal movement. Testimonies of "divine" healing are cited in proof of the existence of the gift of healing. Individuals said to possess this gift are sometimes referred to as "faith healers".
SOLUTION:
1. God has, and still can, if He wishes, answer the prayer of faith to heal the sick. What is not evidenced, is proof that Spirit-gift possession
(e.g., the gift of healing, 1 Cor. 12:9) is available today. The Mark 16 passage states that the following signs would accompany those who believed:
-demons could be cast out
-believers could speak with new tongues
-serpents could be taken up without hurt
-deadly poison could be taken without hurt
-hands could be laid on the sick for their recovery What is required is proof that the gift of healing can be demonstrated by these signs.
2. To deny the present day existence of the Spirit gifts is not to deny that cures are effected at faith-healing meetings. Given sufficient mental
10 An excellent historical survey of "speaking in tongues" is developed in Robert Gromacki, The Modern Tongues Movement, (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1967), pp. 50-51.
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excitement "miraculous" cures are not impossible, but this is not evidence of God's intervention, but rather to the "faith" of the patient. Roman Catholics and Pentecostals, with mutually antagonistic teaching, both claim miraculous healings, 1 and both have admitted that some "miracles" claimed divine are, in effect, not so. This is a significant admission. Recourse to divine healing is not needed to explain all claims. 2
3. Pentecostals often catalogue testimonies of paralytics, the deaf, and drunkards as indications of the curative powers of the "Holy Ghost". The following comments by a medical doctor indicate that such examples are not proof of divine healing:
"Diseases may be divided into three classes: first, those which are entirely mental; second, those which are physical but tend to cure themselves; third, those which are physical but do not tend to cure themselves. Eighty to ninety per cent of all diseases belong to the first two classes. A man with a paralysis of his leg of mental origin,
[or] with a head cold . . . gets well under the attention of a faith healer, a chiropractor, or even by taking patent medicine, and all but the paralytic will get well if nothing were done. On the other hand, such diseases as diphtheria, malaria, syphilis, cancer, diabetes, tuberculosis, and pernicious anemia do not get well with faith healing, chiropractic treatment, or psychoanalysis . . . Under the ministrations of a faith healer these patients would die. But even if they did, the faith healer's result would be still 80 or 90 per cent effective." 3
"None of the parts of the body is superlative or independent; they are all dependent and correlated. Each organ of the body when disordered mainfests a characteristic disturbance, and this disturbance involves all of the parts of the body which are dependent upon the functioning of that organ . . .
4 The basis of faith healing lies in the
1 The curative powers of relics has been exploited to great profits by the Roman Church. The sick, who were benefited at the church, made payments, and in some cases great fortunes were amassed from these donations. Relics have included the following: wood of the "cross" (if the pieces scattered throughout Europe were collected there would be enough wood for many crosses); tears of the Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and Peter (allegedly brought back from the Holy Land centuries after their deaths); the blood of Jesus; one monastery in Jerusalem even offered for sale what was represented, to the gullible, as the finger of the "Holy Ghost", and another monastery claimed to have a feather from the same source; in the twelfth century the shrine at Cologne claimed to have obtained the skulls of the wise men of the East. See Howard W. Haggard, M.D., Devils, Drugs, & Doctors: The Story of the Science of Healing from Medicine-Man to Doctor, (New York: Pocket Books, Inc., 1959), pp. 313-314. Relics have been effective in "curing" certain ailments even when it is known that the relics are counterfeit. For example the bones of "St." Rosalia, preserved in Palermo, Italy (a source of income for the Roman Church and town) have for many centuries been found effective in curing diseases; but when examined by an anatomist, turned out to be goat bones. See Bertrand Russell, Religion and Science,
(Oxford: University Press, 1947), ρ .83.
2 Many members of Pentecostal Churches claim "divine healing", but almost always these are obscure and self-diagnosed complaints such as "pains in the back", "stomach trouble" and "headaches". Others, often with better defined illnesses, ascribe their cure to divine intervention-, even though they have received medical treatment, or even been in hospital. Large numbers of congregations offer testimony to confirm that God answers the prayers of the sick, but in practice they do not hesitate to seek medical care when seriously troubled.
3 Howard W. Haggard, M.D., Devils, Drugs & Doctors: The Story of the Science of Healing from Medicine-Man to Doctor, (Pocket Books, Inc., New York, 1959), p. 305, 306.
Albid., p. 304.
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influence of the mind on the activity of the body. The mind is a function of the brain and through the brain is in constant communication with every part of the body by means of the nerves which extend to and from the brain. The activity of every organ of the body is controlled by the nervous system."5
"Paralysis of a limb and lameness are common symptoms of hysteria; the limb may be drawn up in a deforming contraction, or palsied. Persons with hysteria may become mute or blind, their sensations may be perverted, they may vomit obstinately or lose their appetite and waste away. Hysterical women may believe themselves pregnant and show all the signs of that condition, suppression of the menses, colostrum in the breast, morning sickness, and swelling of the abdomen. This may continue until the time for delivery has long passed and their minds have turned to some other manifestation."0
"Not all men and women who have responded to faith cures are hysterical. There are numerous cases of bedridden invalids crippled by rheumatism and unable for years to put a foot on the ground, who nevertheless under some great stress, such as the house burning down around them, have shown remarkable returns of activity. The rheumatism which had crippled them had been real in the beginning, but during a long illness they had got into the habit of believing themselves crippled even after they were well. They had lost confidence in themselves."7
4. Apparently "miraculous" results have been reported without the patients affirming belief in God. Some warts may be "charmed away" by pretending to pass under a ray, or simply suggesting to the patient that they will go away.
5. Even in the time of the apostles, some who failed to understand the truth in Jesus Christ, did not hesitate to falsely claim miraculous powers in his name: "Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth."
(Acts 19:13). Warning that such would be the case is explicitly indicated in the following references:
a) Jesus-"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." (Matt. 7:21-23).
-"For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." (Matt. 24:24).
b) John-"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world." (1 Jn. 4:1).
5 Ibid., p. 296.
6 Ibid., p. 300.
7 Ibid., p. 301.
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c) Paul-"This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come . . . But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." (2 Tim. 3:1,13).8
6. Modern "faith-healers" cannot tell which of their patients will be healed and which will not. The miracles of the Lord Jesus and the Apostles were not apparently subject to any such doubt.
7. This passage in Mark indicates that God confirmed the Word with signs. Today, the Word is complete and has been such since the completion of the New Testament. Spirit gifts such as healing have, therefore, been withdrawn, as Paul said they would (1 Cor. 13:8-12), and now the believer walks by faith in the perfected Word of God.
I COR. 14:2 "For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries/'
PROBLEM: Pentecostal "speaking in tongues"1 is unintelligible speech uttered in a state of religious fervour. The justification for this practice is sought in this passage.
SOLUTION:
1. The tongues referred to in this passage are not unknown. The word
"unknown" is not in the Greek text and is deleted in the R.S.V. (This is also indicated by the printing of "unknown" in italics in the A.V.).
2. Pentecostals sometimes argue that since "glossa" (the Greek word for speech) is used in this verse, rather than "dialektos" (the Greek word for language), that unintelligible utterance is intended. This argument is shown to be invalid by the following:
a) "Glossa" and "dialektos" are used interchangeably in Scripture.
In Acts 2:4 the word for "tongues" is "glossa" but in verse 8 the word for "tongues" is "dialektos" (translated "language",
R.S.V.).
b) "Glossa" refers to foreign languages in the following passages:
Rev. 5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15. "Glossa" also means intelligible speech in the following passages: Rom. 14:11;
Phil. 2:11; 1 Jn. 3:18.
3. When the disciples spoke in tongues as recorded in Acts 2, fifteen languages or dialects were spoken. Every man heard them speak in
8 Some rather sensational claims are made in Pentecostal publications. In an article, "They Let God Be Their Dentist!" A. A. Allen reports the testimonies of six persons who allegedly had their teeth miraculously filled: "God filled four teeth for Beulah Clark as she sat in the audience", the article states, and "James drove all night in faith that God would do the work. He did! God filled three teeth." Miracle Magazine, 14, No. 9, (June,
1969), p. 6. Only in small print in Allen's Miracle Magazine can a reader find the careful demurrer: " . . . A. A. Allen Revivals, Inc. and 'Miracle Magazine' assume no legal responsibility for the veracity of any such report, nor do they accept responsibility as to the degree of permanency of reported healings, deliverances or miracles . . . " Ibid., p. 3.
1 More technically the phenomenon is referred to as "glossalalia" from "glossa"-tongue, and "lalia"-to speak or talk with.
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his own language. (Acts 2:7,8). Galilean fishermen could speak the language of the Elamites although the language had never been the subject of study. But Pentecostal meetings are characterized by unintelligible speech, not foreign languages which have been unlearned.
4. In 1 Cor. 14, the following differences from Pentecostal practice are noteworthy:
a) Pentecostal women usually predominate in unintelligible utterances2 and even preach during public assemblies.3 But Paul says, "Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church." (I Cor. 14:34,35).4
b) Pentecostal meetings frequently have more than one person uttering unintelligible sounds at the same time, but Paul instructs that all things should be done "decently and in order" (I Cor.
14:40), and that "if any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course . . . "
(1 Cor. 14:27).
c) Pentecostals seldom have any "interpreter" of the unintelligible speech, yet Paul says, "let one interpret. But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church . . . " (1 Cor. 14:27,28).
d) Many Pentecostals consider themselves compelled by the Holy
Spirit to "speak in tongues"5 yet Paul says, "the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets." (1 Cor. 14:32). It is also appropriate to cite Paul's instruction to the Corinthians: "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. 14:37).
5. It is also relevant to emphasize that "glossalalia" occurs among those who practice voodoo in Haiti. It is not, therefore, a phenomenon peculiarly "Christian". This indicates that explanations other than God's Holy Spirit can account for "glossalalia". It is also noteworthy that "glossalalia" is now being practised by other denominations in-
2 Many writers have noted this. Bryan Wilson at one meeting counted twenty-five instances of glossalalia in one assembly, of which twenty-four were women. He noted that usually three-quarters of the audience consisted of women, and never much less than twothirds. "In Pentecostal meetings, women tend to give vent to pent-up feelings-in tears, heavy breathing, groarfs, utterances of joy and rapture, and, of course, tongues." See Bryan Wilson, Sects and Society: A Sociological Study of Three Religious Groups in Britain,
(London: William Heinemann Ltd.), pp. 302-303.
3 For example, Allen commenting on his "miracle revival" in Naga City, in Southern Luzon states: "Sister Rogers preached a salvation message to a fine crowd each afternoon. . . " See Miracle Magazine, 14, No. 9, (June, 1969), p. 17.
4 Pentecostal preachers tend to disregard the Apostle's instruction by a casual dismissal on the grounds that the church must "move with the times". It is noteworthy that the Apostle's reason for this instruction is not founded on culturally relative grounds, but rather on the fall of Eve. (Cf. 1 Tim. 2:11-15).
5 In recent years within the Elim movement there is an opposite point of view-that tongues may deter possible converts. Speakers in tongues at revival meetings have often been silenced. A. A. Allen comments: "It's little wonder that many Pentecostal preachers today will not have speaking in tongues in their main assembly and under their tent. Too much of it sounds too downright silly, too obvious that it isn't genuine. It isn't real." Miracle Magazine, 14, No. 9, (June, 1969), p. 11.
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eluding Anglicans and Roman Catholics.6 Do Pentecostals believe these religious bodies hold the truth of the Gospel? This point is especially forceful when it is recognized that speaking in tongues is understood by Pentecostals as an initial sign of Holy Spirit baptism.
ROM. 5:6 "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly"
ROM. 5:8 "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
PROBLEM: These verses are understood by Pentecostals (and others, such as Evangelicals) to mean that Christ paid Adam's debt by dying instead of the sinner. Therefore, salvation is offered by grace alone.
SOLUTION:
1. In the statement, "Christ died for us", "for" does not mean "instead of". See its usage in 1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 1:4; Heb. 10:12; Heb. 7:25.
2. If Jesus died as a substitute for me, paying my penalty, then why should I die? Why is it that mankind die the same today as before this substitution took place? If I am sentenced to jail and a substitute takes my place instead of me, I do not then go to jail with him!
3. If the sacrifice of Christ were a substitute, how can there be real forgiveness with God. A creditor who releases the debtor because someone not his debtor pays the latter's debt, surely cannot claim to have forgiven the debt! If the debt is paid, then there is no longer need for forgiveness.
4. If Christ's death were a substitution, instead of the sinner, then the redeeming power lay in his death and not in his resurrection, yet Paul declares: Jesus Christ " . . . was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification." (Rom. 4:25). Cf. also 1 Cor.
15:17-"If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins."
5. The Scriptural language is that Christ died that he "should taste death for every man." (Heb. 2:9). This is the language of representation exhibited throughout the types of the Law of Moses, not substitution.
6 That the gifts can be abused or imitated is acknowledged by some Pentecostals. A. A. Allen comments as follows: "I wouldn't give you two cents for what you call a Holy Ghost experience, if the only action you got was a few minutes of stammering lips: 'Bla, bla, bib, gah, gah, goo!' My children said that when they were six months old! I have seen people do that when they were drunk . . . I have seen many people whom I believe were merely 'trained' by those who prayed with them, to seemingly receive the Holy Ghost . . . I believe some Pentecostal denominations are full of people who have never received the baptism in the Holy Ghost experience. They have just been patted on the back and shook on the chin, and told what to say, until they couldn't say anything but, 'Bla, bla, gag, gag, goo!' And then somebody said, 'You've got itY The only action they got was when somebody shook them under the chin!' "The Book of Acts is Holy Ghost in Action", Miracle Magazine, 14 ,No. 9, (June, 1969), p. 10.
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