Who can Preach?
The one who preaches must understand what they are preaching. They must know the teaching well and be familiar with the relevant passages.
A preacher does not have to be a good speaker. The apostle Paul was a great preacher, but he was not a good speaker, "I may not be a trained speaker, but I do have knowledge" (2 Corinthians 11:6). Nor was he good with words, "I did not come with eloquence" (1 Corinthians 2:1).
A preacher does have to be an example of good behaviour. People will not listen if the preacher does not put into practice what he preaches.
Paul set a good example of behaviour when he taught others. He gave this advice, "In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us" (Titus 2:7,8).
A preacher teaches by his words AND his behaviour.
The Pharisees were trained teachers and good speakers. But they did not set the right example. Jesus said, "But do not do what they do, for they do not practise what they preach" (Matthew 23:3).
It is by the works that a preacher is really known. Just as we know trees by its fruit, so teachers are known by their fruit, "Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
Thus, by their fruit you will recognise them" (Matthew 7:17-20).
We must prepare for preaching as Paul advised, "Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching... Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers" (1 Timothy 4:13,16).
Preachers must continue to live in the right way with God or they will not be saved. Paul knew this. He said, "I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize" (1 Corinthians 9:27).
