How to Preach
The way we preach makes a big difference to how effective we are. If we are harsh, get angry easily or use bad language, it will not create a good impression.
Paul advised Timothy, "Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produces quarrels. And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth" (2 Timothy 2:23-25).
People listen to teachers who are kind and pleasant. We should answer people, "with gentleness and respect" (1 Peter 3:15). We should "slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility towards all men" (Titus 3:2).
We cannot expect everyone we meet to like us. Jesus explained the problem, "Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed" (John 3:20). Just as not everyone liked Jesus, so they will not all like us. Jesus again told us, "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first" (John 15:18).
Even if we come across angry and rude people, we must not become angry and rude ourselves. "Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing" (1 Peter 3:9). Paul says, "When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly" (1 Corinthians 4:12,13). This is how we show we are different from them, and how we teach them with our behaviour.
