Wrested Scriptures  |  Jehovah's Witnesses
"JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES11
PRELIMINARY POINTS In discussions with J.W.'s a familiar pattern can be observed. What begins as a Biblical discussion on a point of doctrine, soon results in the J.W. sorting through his book bag for the appropriate Watchtower publication, which then serves as a prop throughout the remainder of the discussion. The pattern is indicative of the reliance placed on the Watchtower organization by the lay J.W. (in many respects comparable to the regard a Roman Catholic has for the hierarchy of his church.) The following factors contribute to the trust a lay J.W. has in the Watchtower organization (and also suggest ways in which the organization is able to maintain its totalitarian-like control):
a) The organizational structure in Brooklyn, New York, is headed by those who claim to be among the 144,000 destined to reign in heaven at the instant of death.1 These "anointed sheep" of the "remnant class" are said to be led by "Jehovah's spirit" to new "revealed" truths. These new truths are indoctrinated into J.W.'s throughout the world by mid-week classes in Kingdom Halls. Watchtower articles are studied in repetitious question and answer sessions similar to those conducted so effectively by the Jesuits of the Roman Church.2
b) Prophecies especially in Revelation are interpreted by the Watchtower as being fulfilled in the development of the organization. These interpretations are "revealed" to lay J.W.'s through the Watchtower magazine and other books. For example, the seven vials of Revelation 16 are related to seven Watchtower proclamations issued (1922-1928)3, and the "times, times, and a half" (Dan. 12:7) is applied to the disruption of Watchtower activities with the sentencing of the president and other mem-
1 Judge Rutherford's removal as vice-president in 1945 is stated in a J. W. publication to be for this reason: "[His] resignation was not an evasion of responsibilities, but was rather an effort to comply with what appeared to be the Lord's will, namely, that all the members of the directorate and the officers be of the anointed remnant [144,000]. His hope was to be one of the 'other sheep'." Jehovah's Witnesses in the Divine Purpose,
(Brooklyn, N. Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1959), p. 197. As of Jan. 1, 1969, 10,619 J.W.'s now living claim to be among the 144,000. The Watchtower, (Jan. 1969), No. 1, Vol. XC, p. 25.
2 In the "Plan of Studies" of the Jesuits, "every main issue was settled, every procedure was already outlined . . . The Jesuit teachers depended in no small measure for their effectiveness upon constant repetition." Luela Cole, A History of Education, (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1961), pp. 317, 322.
3 "Babylon The Great Has Fallen!" God's Kingdom Rules! (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of N.Y., Inc., 1963), pp. 530-557. Another example further illustrates this point: Dan. 8:14-(the cleansing of the sanctuary) is interpreted to refer to the cleansing of the Watchtower organization when it changed from democratic election of officials to selection and confirmation by the society's executive or manager. A Watchtower publication comments as follows: "The announcement in the Watch Tower magazine of October 15, 1932, at the exact end of the time period mentioned in Daniel's prophecy, was the official notification made by Jehovah through his visible channel of communication that his sanctuary [i.e., the Watchtower organization] had been cleansed and had been restored to its rightful state as regards the elimination of this democratic procedure in electing elders." Jehovah's Witnesses in the Divine Purpose, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1959), p. 127.
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bers of the Watchtower organization to eighty years imprisonment.4 Prophecy, therefore, gives sanction to the organization and serves to legitimize its activities.
c) To the lay J.W. the Watchtower organization is the scholarship centre.
The library in the Gilead ministry training school, the numerous books released at past conventions, and the issuing of the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, provide guarantees to the lay J.W. that Watchtower materials have the backing of sound research.
d) Watchtower publications give prominence to persecutions suffered by
J.W.'s in the war years. Although J.W.'s have fought many legal cases in the courts, persecutions are interpreted by Watchtower writers to indicate the self-sacrificing character of J.W. preaching and the divine nature of the work. Did not Jesus say that his followers would be persecuted?5 Stress is also placed on the numbers attending conventions, number of books printed, and number of lands in which J.W.'s are working. The effect of which is to confirm to the J.W. that the Watchtower must be a theocracy.6
SUGGESTED STRATEGY
1. In view of the influence of the Watchtower organization, how can the
Christadelphian expect to make a Christadelphian convert of the J.W. who calls at the door? It would seem that a "psychological battle" must first be won. The J.W. at the door, or in the home study, considers himself to "have the truth" and, therefore, assumes the teacher role and the householder-the student. At some point the J.W. must appreciate that with the Christadelphian the role is not that of a teacher-pupil relationship. The J.W. must also become the listenerthe learner (which is not a relationship for which J.W.'s are particularly well-known).
2. How is this to be done? The Jew in the divine purpose affords an advantageous position from which the Christadelphian can assume the offensive. This topic has the following advantages:
a) It affords a topic of mutual interest. J.W.'s have challenged
Christadelphian teaching on this subject in their Watchtower magazine, August, 1962, "Christadelphianism-Of God or Men?"7 In this article, the Christadelphian teaching concerning the Jew in the divine purpose is misunderstood. Correction of the Watchtower mistakes is a useful way to chip away at the scholarship image the J.W. has of Brooklyn publications.
b) The J.W. approach to Biblical interpretation can also be chal-
4 "Your Will Be Done On Earth", (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of N.Y., Inc., 1958), pp. 330, 331.
5 See for example, "Babylon The Great Has Fallen! God's Kingdom Rules, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1963), p. 550; Jehovah's Witnesses in the Divine Purpose, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1959), pp. 166*
174, 186, 192.
6 This point is illustrated in the following J.W. publication: "In the thirty-three years from 1919 to 1952 inclusive, Jehovah's witnesses distributed more than half a billion bound books and booklets, hundreds of millions of oral testimonies, in over 90 languages. Only by God's spirit and power could this witness have been given in the face of worldwide opposition and persecution; and the witness still continues." "Let God Be True",
(Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1952), pp. 200-201.
7 Great Lakes A.S.K. (Advancement of Scriptural Knowledge), Box 221, Weston Ontario, Canada, published a 32 page reply to this article.
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lenged. J.W.'s "spiritualize" passages in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel concerning the Jew to make them refer to the Watchtower organization. It requires plain stating that a passage should be read literally, unless convincing evidence to the contrary can be produced. Otherwise, a passage can be read to suit nearly any presupposition. Little can be achieved until this groundwork is established.
c) Not being infallible, a Bible student may change his mind regarding an interpretation of an obscure verse or a highly symbolic prophecy, but when change of mind involves hundreds of passages, as it does with the Jew, (J.W.'s once taught the literal restoration of the Jew to Palestine) 8 how can one claim to be Jehovah's witness? Can one witness contradict the statements of later witnesses on such a basic biblical theme, and yet both be Jehovah's witnesses?
d) A discussion of the Jew leads readily into a discussion of the return of Christ. The Jewish return to Palestine, then becomes evidence for the future visible return of Christ (implying, of course, that he did not return invisibly in 1914, as J.W.'s assert).
3. The Christadelphian can set a worthy example by knowing his Bible.
The ability of Christadelphians to flip to the desired passage on the spot (without taking recourse to other books) is cultivated by frequent use of the Word. This has impressed many J.W.'s, some of whom have responded to subsequent Christadelphian instruction. Nothing imparts confidence in discussion like knowing where one intends to go, and knowing not only the strength of one's evidence, but that it can be produced when needed.
4. Once the initial "psychological battle" has been won, topics can be selected for subsequent discussion. The fruitfulness of these discussions is often related to the extent to which only one area at a time is discussed. Discipline is required not to be led off the issue by subsidiary error drawn in by the J.W. in support of the proposition under consideration. This appears to be especially true of the "pre-existence" of Christ and the devil.
ISA. 43:10 "Ye are my witnesses, scdth the LORD, and my servant whom
I have chosen . . . "
PROBLEM: J.W.'s interpret this prophecy in a spiritual sense to apply to the Watchtower organization. In a convention of J.W.'s at Columbus, Ohio, 1931, a resolution was proposed and passed in which the following was stated:
" . . . to make known to the people that Jehovah is the true and almighty God; therefore we joyfully embrace and take the name which the mouth of the Lord God has named, and we desire to be known as and called by the name, to wit, 'Jehovah's witnesses'.-Isa. 43:10-12; 62:2; Rev. 12:17." 1
8 See explanation of wrested scripture on Matt. 23:37,38.
1 Jehovah's Witnesses in the Divine Purpose, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Ν. Υ., 1959), pp. 125-126.
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SOLUTION:
1. The witnesses of this passage cannot be the self-styled "Jehovah's
Witnesses" for the following reasons:
a) The witnesses of this passage are ransomed by the price of Egypt,
Ethiopia and Seba. (vs. 3). J.W.'s claim to be ransomed by the body of Chirst.
b) The witnesses of this passage are condemned: "Yet you did not call upon me, Ο Jacob; but you have been weary of me, Ο Israel!. . . But you have burdened me with your sins, you have wearied me with your iniquities." (Isa. 43:22,24,R.S.V.). When have J.W.'s merited this description?
c) The witnesses of this passage are condemned for not bringing sheep for sacrifice or honouring God in their sacrifices, (vs. 23). This verse cannot apply to J.W.'s since they have never offered animal sacrifices.
2. The witnesses of this passage are unwilling witnesses. They witness to the truth of God's prophetic Word (Isa. 41:22,23) in their persecution, scattering and regathering. (Deut. 28; Lev. 26; Jer. 32:37). But the J.W.'s claim that one who is not a willing witness is "not with the organization". 2
3. Similarly the "new name" of Isa. 62 is "Hephzibah" (Isa. 62:4) and not "Jehovah's witnesses". It is the name of a city-Jerusalem (vs. 7), not an organization.
4. The following is a useful piece of information to be found in the writing of John Thomas in Elpis Israel:
"The pre-adventual colonization of Palestine will be on purely political principles; and the Jewish colonists will return thither in unbelief of the Messiahship of Jesus, and of the truth as it is in him." "I know not whether the men who at present contrive the foreign policy of Britain, entertain the idea of assuming the sovereignty of the Holy Land, and of promoting its colonization by the Jews; their present intentions, however, are of no importance one way or the other; because they will be compelled, by events soon to happen, to do what, under existing circumstances, heaven and earth combined could not move them to attempt." 3
The fact that this was written 100 years before the establishment of the State of Israel, indicates the part Israel has played in God's divine challenge in Isa. 41:22-23. The "spiritualizations" of the J.W.'s nullify the position of the real witnesses in this challenge. Surely one can hardly use language too strong in condemnation of this Scripture whittling practise.
MATT. 23:37,38 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem . . . Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."
PROBLEM: This passage is referred to by J.W.'s as the "irrevocable
2 Let God Be True, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, 1946), p. 237.
3 John Thomas, Elpis Israel, (London: Maran-atha Press, 1858), pp. 395- 396. (pp. 441, 442-1958 ed.). The first edition was printed 1848-1849.
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divorce decree"1 and is coupled with such passages as Rom. 2:29 to justify the application of the prophecies of restoration of natural Israel in a "spiritual sense".
SOLUTION:
1. "Irrevocable" suggests the exact opposite to what this passage in
Matthew affirms. The passage is not an "irrevocable divorce decree", but a conditional statement: "Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord", (vs. 39, cf.Ezek. 21:27).
2. This passage has a parallel in Jer. 3:8, in which God gives Israel a bill of divorcement saying: "I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce . . . " But God offers mercy to her: "I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever." (Jer. 3:12, cf. vs. 13-15). God has not cast away his people. (Rom. 11:1). The house of Israel will say,
"Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the LORD" (Matt. 23:39), since "blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." (Rom. 11:25, cf. Isa. 59:20,21; Heb. 8:8; Jer. 31:31-34).
3. Not being infallible, a Bible student may change his mind over the years regarding an interpretation of obscure or highly symbolic passages of Scripture, but J.W.'s change fundamental doctrines. This is an important point. The J.W. must afford an explanation as to how his organization can claim to be a theocracy of absolute truth and yet revise its teaching on a Gospel theme which affects one's understanding of hundreds of passages in many Biblical books in both Old and New Testaments.
4. The contradictory teaching of J.W.'s:
What earlier J.W.'s taught What later J.W.'s teach "We find statements by both pro- "The facts and prophecies prove phets and apostles which clearly inthat natural Jews will never again dicate that in the times of restitution, be a chosen regathered people." Let Israel as a nation will be the first God Be True, p. 208.2 (1946 edition) among the nations to come into harmony with the new order of things; "Hence the regathering of unbelievthat the earthly Jerusalem will be ing natural Israelites to Palestine rebuilt upon her own heaps, and cannot be construed as fulfillment of that their polity will be restored as prophecies." Let God Be True, p. in the beginning under princes or
218. (1952 edition).5 judges. (Isa. 1:26; Psa. 45:16; Jer. 30:18)."3 The Divine Plan of the Ages, p. 294. "Israel is now [1921] being regathered, and is rebuilding Palestine exactly as foretold." The Harp of God, p. 256.4
1 The Watcbtower, (Aug. 1, 1962), No. 15, Vol. LXXXVIII, p. 475.
2 "Let God Be True, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, 1946), p. 208.
3 Charles T. Russell, A Helping Hand: Millennial Dawn Vol. 1. The Divine Plan of the Ages, (Pennsylvania: Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, 1886), p. 294. This publication is still referred to in Watchtower articles. See The Watchtower, (March 1, 1965). No. 5, Vol. LXXXVI, p. 155.
4 J. F. Rutherford, The Harp of God, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, 1921), p. 256.
5 "Let God Be True", (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc., 1952), p. 218.
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5. It is the claim of J.W.'s that "preaching in harmony with God's revealed Word" is that which "proves [one] to be a minister".6 Who then does one take to be the minister, the earlier writers or modern day J.W.'s?
6. Can one "true witness" prove wrong the "clear indications" postulated by another "true witness", and yet both remain "faithful and true witnesses"?
7. Fleshly descent constitutes a Jew, a subject of the kingdom, but confers on him no right to sit and rule on the thrones of the House of David. All Jews and Gentiles who become Jews "inwardly" (Rom. 2:29; 9:6-8) will reign as associate kings with the Messiah. (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10). The J.W.'s confuse Israel's national position as subjects in the kingdom with the position of the saints who will be rulers.
REV. 7:4 "And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel."
REV. 14:3 "And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth"
PROBLEM: These verses are cited by J.W.'s to support the doctrine that most of the 144,000 are now reigning over the earth. This "little flock" of the "anointed remnant", it is claimed, commenced its rule in 1914. Members of this group are said to depart to heaven at the instant of death. As of Jan. 1969,
10,619 J.W.'s claim to be living members of this group.1 A J.W. publication comments as follows:
"Those who are called by God to share in such heavenly service are few in number. As Jesus said, they are a 'little flock'. Years after his return to heaven, Jesus made known the exact number in a vision to the apostle John . . . So the 144,000 are persons who die on earth as humans and are resurrected [at the instant of death] to heavenly life as spirit creatures, as Jesus was . . . Members of the little flock' know that God has called them to heavenly life. How? By means of the operation of God's spirit, which implants and cultivates in them the hope of heavenly life."2
SOLUTION:
1. It is usually undesirable to begin by saying, "the book of Revelation is primarily symbolic, therefore, the 144,000 is a symbolic number". Consistency would demand that the 1,000 years of Rev. 20:4, 6 should also be taken figuratively.
6 Ibid. p. 224.
1 "The Watchtower", (Jan. 1969), No. 1 ,Vol. XC, p. 25.
2 The Truth that Leads to Eternal Life, (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc., 1968), pp. 77, 78.
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2. But, consistency also demands that the J.W. settle for either a literal or figurative interpretation, but not an indiscriminate mixing of the two to suit a presupposition. If the J.W. insists on a literal 144,000, then all J.W.'s are excluded from this group because literally the
144,000 only come from the tribes of Israel!3 If, on the other hand, the J.W. takes the stand that the passage is figurative because the tribes are symbolic, then likewise the 144,000 is a symbolic, and not a literal number.
3. The following evidence from Rev. 14 indicates that the number x 144,000 is symbolic, and not literal:
a) John "looked", vs. 1, but could he see a Lamb on Mount Zion from 1,000 miles away on the Aegean Island? (John was on the Island of Patmos, Rev. 1:9).
b) Did he really hear the harper's playing over the same distance?
c) Were these saints literally virgins? If so, are the first fruits only bachelors and spinsters? (vs. 4).
4. It is usually inconclusive to assert that the 144,000 and the great multitude are two presentations of the same redeemed group. There appears to be too much evidence that two different groups are intended. Although it is sometimes stressed that John "heard" the number and "saw" the great multitude, this in itself does not establish that he saw and heard the same group. The two groups have these significantly differing descriptions: 144,000 Great Multitude
-John heard the number
-John saw the great multitude
-precisely numbered as 144,000
-innumerable (7:9)
-sealed out of the tribes of Israel
-from all nations, kindreds and (7:4) people (7:9)
-have palms in hands
5. A more fruitful approach is to trace the allusions in Scripture. It is suggested that to do so establishes the 144,000 as the first fruitsi.e., those faithful at Christ's return, and the great multitude, as the final in-gathering of the saints at the end of the millenial age.
6. The following is the evidence for identifying the 144,000 with the saints at Christ's return:
a) The 144,000 are said to be "firstfruits" (Rev. 14:4). Two New Testament passages identify the first fruits:
James 1:18-"Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures."
1 Cor. 15:22,23-" . . . in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming."
b) The word first fruits is taken from the Old Testament feasts in
Lev. 23. Using the above two quotations to identify the types, the following pattern becomes apparent:
-The sheaf of the first fruits represents Christ in type. (Lev. 23:
10). (Notice in 1 Cor. 15:23 that both Christ and the saints are first fruits, following the similar Old Testament usage in Lev. 23:17 where the two wave loaves are also "first fruits").
3 It should be noted that the tribes of Dan and Ephraim are omitted and the tribes of Levi and Joseph included, which, in itself, suggests a symbolic interpretation of the 144,000.
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-The two wave loaves signify the Jew and Gentile composition of the firstfruits. (Lev. 23:17; cf. Eph. 2:12-16).
-"The firstfruits unto the LORD" are the saints at Christ's coming. (Lev. 23:17).
7. The evidence that the great multitude, which no man can number, represents the final in-gathering of the saints at the end of the millenial age comes from the following:
a) The great multitude have palms in their hands. (Rev. 7:9). This is another allusion to Lev. 23. Following the pattern of the types, the great multitude represents the final in-gathering of the fruit and the carrying of palms occurs at the end of the harvest. (Lev. 23:40).
b) 1 Cor. 15:23-28 supports this interpretation in-so-far as the first fruits of the harvest are set out in verse 23. The final in-gathering is desribed from vs. 24-28-"then cometh the end."
8. The symbolic 144,000 reign on the earth (Rev. 5:10)4 for a period designated as a 1,000 years. (Rev. 20:6). Nowhere is their reigning either stated or implied to be in heaven. They will have power over the nations (Rev. 2:26,27), and since they follow the Lamb "whithersoever he goeth" (Rev. 14:4), they will be reigning on the earth-this is where the Lamb will be. As Yahweh's accredited representative "his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives which is before Jerusalem on the east . . . "(Zech. 14:4). He will then sit on David's throne in Jerusalem, the city of the great King. (Lk. 1:32,33; Matt. 5:35).
9. The import of the J.W. teaching on the 144,000 becomes apparent once it is realized that 10,619 J.W.'s expect to obtain immortality at the instant of death in heaven, whereas worthies commended for their faith and works, such as Abraham and David, are relegated to secondrate positions of everlasting life on the earth without immortality.5 It is expressly stated that the worthies catalogued in Hebrews 11 died in faith not having received the promises, "God having provided some better thing for us [New Testament believers], that they without us should not be made perfect". (Heb. 11:13,39,40). Yet, according to J.W. teaching, Abraham sleeps unconsciously in his grave awaiting resurrection to everlasting (not eternal) life on the earth, while thousands of J.W.'s since 1914, said to belong to the 144,000, have gone straight to heaven at the instant of death.
4 This point is observed in the J.W. New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures which translates this verse " . . . and they will rule as kings over the earth." The Greek word "epi" translated "over" in this text is translated "on the earth" or "upon the earth" in six other places, (Rev. 6:10; 7:1; 11:10; 13:14; 14:6; 17:8, A.V.), but not "over the earth" so as to suggest remote control. The Emphatic Diaglott, a J.W. publication, renders the text "on the earth".
5 It is sometimes argued by J.W.'s that the kingdom of heaven is for the 144,000, whereas the kingdom of God is for the great multitude on the earth. But Abraham will be in both the kingdom of heaven and kingdom of God, (Matt. 8:11, cf. Lk. 13:28), thereby indicating that the terms are used interchangeably and that they are not intended to convey the idea of a "heavenly" and an "earthly" reward.
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MATT. 24:3 " . . . what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"
PROBLEM: J.W.'s argue that the Greek word "parousia" means "presence", hence the return of Christ will only be noticed by those who see him with the eyes of discernment. This is said to have taken place in 1914. Literally, it is argued, Jesus will never set foot on the earth.
SOLUTION:
1. "Parousia" according to Greek authorities can mean presence,1 but this does not necessarily imply an invisible presence. For example, the coming of Titus (2 Cor. 7:6,7); the coming of Stephanas (1 Cor.
16:17); and the coming of Paul (Phil. 1:26) requires the personal presence of these persons. Similarly, the "bodily presence" (Greek: parousia) of Paul in 2 Cor. 10:10 is obviously what the record implies-a literal visible presence.
2. Jesus warned against false prophets who would teach an "invisible return". Jesus said: "Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in . . . the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." (Matt. 24:26,27). This verse is directly opposed to a view which states Christ returned to rule invisibly in 1914 (i.e., he's in the secret chambers). Nor does one ordinarily associate lightning, which can be seen across the sky, with an event which is unseen.
3. Jesus will return literally and visibly to the earth. This is proven by the following evidence:
a) "And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst . . . "2 (Zech. 14:4). This passage in itself is conclusive. Christ will be the name-bearer of Yahweh
(vs. 3, LORD = Heb. Yahweh) as was the angel of the LORD. (Exod. 23:20,21). Christ will literally return to the mountain from which he left. (Acts 1:10,11). This event will fulfill the promise of the two men which said, "this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven."3 (Acts 1:11). He ascended literally and visibly until a cloud received him out of sight from the disciples. This is the "like manner" in which he will return.
b) The inhabitants of Jerusalem and the house of^David will look upon "me whom they have pierced, and they "shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness
1 The Greek word "parousia" means: "A being alongside, presence". Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, London: Lutterworth Press, 1965).
2 J.W.'s attempt to spiritualize the mountain. It only requires one to ask the spiritual intent of the mountain cleaving in two and the formation of the plain from Geba to Rimmon (Zech. 14:10) to indicate that this passage is not figurative.
3 J.W.'s sometimes reply by stating that the "like manner" refers to the fact that only a few saw him ascend, hence only few would witness his return. It needs to be stressed that the manner of the ascension is indicated in the passage-a cloud received him out of their sight.
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for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn." (Zech.
12:10; cf. 13:6). How is this to take place unless Christ returns personally to the earth? (cf. Rev. 1:7-"and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.")
4. "Parousia" is not the only Greek word used to describe the return of Christ. Consider the following:
a) Phaneroo4-"And when the chief Shepherd shall appear", (1 Pet.
5:4). This word not only means appearing but also carries the further idea that the person appearing will be seen in his true character. It is the same word used for the appearance of believers before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10), and for the first coming of Christ. (Heb. 9:26).
b) Prosopon5-"From the presence of the Lord", (2 Thess. 1:9).
This word indicates the actual presence of the one coming and that all are congregated before his face. The same word is used to describe Christ's appearance in heaven before his Father. (Heb. 9:24).
c) Heko6-"Hold fast till I come", (Rev. 2:25). This word means not only coming, but stresses arrival as well. The same word is used for the arrival of Jesus in Galilee from Judea (Jn. 4:47), and for the arrival of the prodigal son back home. (Lk. 15:27). It can be seen, therefore, that the return of Christ must be a personal visible return.
GEN. 9:4 "But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat"
PROBLEM: The J.W.'s cite this reference as proof that blood transfusions are forbidden by Scripture. A Watchtower publication puts it this way:
"Is God's law violated by these medical procedures that involve the use of blood? Is it wrong to sustain life by administering a transfusion of blood or plasma or red cells or others of the component parts of the blood? Yes! The law God gave to Noah made it unlawful for anyone to eat blood, that is, to use it for nourishment or to sustain life.
Since this is wrong in the case of animal blood, it is even more reprehensible in the case of human blood. The prohibition includes 'any blood at all'. (Leviticus 3:17)'n
4 "To make manifest", Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, (London: Lutterworth Press, 1965).
5 "Face, countenance", Ibid.
6 "To have come, be here", Ibid.
1 Blood, Medicine and the Law of God, (Brooklyn, New York: Watchtower and Tract Society of New York, Inc., 1961), pp. 13-14.
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SOLUTION:
1. This passage is not necessarily binding upon all nations. Circumcision, distinction between clean and unclean animals, and animal sacrifices were all practised by the patriarchs but are not now binding upon believers. (Gal. 6:15; Col. 2:14-17; Heb. 10:11-12).
2. The prohibition of the eating of the blood was later limited to Israel as a part of the Law of Moses. It was not made binding upon all nations.2 "Ye shall not eat of any thing that dieth of itself: [because the blood had not been poured out as the law required] thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien . . . "3 (Deut. 14:21).
3. There is an inconsistency in the J.W. position on blood transfusions.
Blood transfusions are rejected as "feeding upon blood"4 yet inoculations are not considered "feeding on blood". The inconsistency becomes apparent once it is realized that serum with which a person is inoculated is derived from blood. A tetanus injection is a blood serum taken from animals such as cows and horses,5 and gamma globulin6 derived from blood plasma is used in the treatment of kidney and liver diseases, and for the modification or prevention of certain infectious diseases, such as German measles, infectious hepatitis, mumps, and measles.7
4. Blood used in transfusions is taken from a living, willing donor, not a corpse. Murder is not committed. It was Jesus Christ who said, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." (Jn. 15:13). Blood transfusions are given to sustain life, not to take it.
2 See also Psa. 147:19,20 "He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them . . . "
3 It may be thought that Lev. 17:10 conflicts with the instruction given in Deut. 14:21. The apparent conflict is resolved once it is realized that the strangers are different in the two passages. In Lev. 17:10 the strangers were those who "sojourned among" the Israelites as proselytes to the Jewish faith. They observed the law. (Exod. 12:48,49). The strangers in Deut. 14:21 were "strangers in the gates", i.e., foreigners visiting a city in Israel.
4 "Vaccination or Inoculation Not Feeding on Blood", Make Sure of All Things, (Brooklyn, New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc., 1953), p. 48.
5 "Tetanus treatment employs antitoxic serum (preferably of human origin in order to avoid the serious hazards of serum sickness) . . . For widespread use it is prepared from the blood serum of horses or cows that have been inoculated with tetanus toxoid or tetanus toxin, or both, and have become immune." "Blood Transfusions", Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. Ill, (New York: Encyclopedia Britannica Press, 1968), pp. 885-886.
6 "Immune serum globulin, or gamma globulin, is a relatively small portion of the plasma that contains the antibodies or chemical substances that help fight disease caused by invading bacteria and viruses." Ibid., p. 809.
7 Ibid., p. 809.
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