Practical Matters
A preacher must prepare for preaching. They do this by reminding themselves of the verses to be taught. The clearest verses that teach the topic should be chosen. Preparation should be made of answers to possible questions they might be asked.
These notes are designed to help with both presenting and answering questions. The preacher must decide which verses they wish to use to suit the audience. It is hoped that these notes will give preachers confidence, so that they are encouraged to present the gospel to those who need to hear it.
Our style of preaching should change depending on the audience. The preacher must decide the best way to teach topics to the audience and choose the appropriate verses. The apostle Paul changed his style depending on the listeners, "Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law.
To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings" (1 Corinthians 9:19-23).
All preaching should commence with a prayer for God's guidance and blessing. We should give a private prayer before preaching and then thanks after preaching. If it is appropriate, it is good to pray publicly before and after the talk.
When Jesus sent out his disciples to preach, he sent them in pairs (Luke 10:1). This is good practice. A second person can confirm the truth of what the first person is saying. A second person can help with preaching, answering questions and organising. It is easier to preach and train new preachers if a second person is there to give confidence and share the load.
