How to use this handbook
There are many verses given for each topic; probably too many for a talk. The preacher should select which verses to use. Not every translation will give the same sense. The preacher should check that the verses prove the point in the actual Bible they are using.
It is best not to speak directly from this handbook. It would look like you are reading someone else's script. The audience needs to see that you believe what you are saying rather than what someone else is saying. The best way to do this is to organise your thoughts and verses into your own order and speak from your own notes.
Not every teaching is as equally difficult. Experience has shown that the most difficult areas to teach are Devil/Satan and Demons. Because of this, more notes have been included about these topics.
It is best to teach God's message positively. You may wish to teach that the devil does not exist. However, by talking about the devil and saying it does not exist will confuse.
It is better to talk about the source of evil and establish that the problem is human nature first. Then one can explain the misunderstanding over the word 'devil'. A brother once described this approach to teaching as 'turn the light on' rather than 'dig out the darkness.'
We recommend that preaching starts with the topic of the kingdom of God for the following reasons,
1. John the Baptist and Jesus chose this topic to teach the people.
2. Jesus told his disciples to teach this.
3. It is good news. People should want to hear it.
4. It gives a vision of a great future, which helps people get through life.
5. It provides the reason why they should listen to the rest of the teaching.
6. It should be our priority: "seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you as well" (Matthew 6:33).
7. It provides an urgency for action. The kingdom of God is near.
We must be careful not to just teach facts. Our goal is not just to teach knowledge to pass an examination. Our goal is to develop people who honour God from having a right understanding and practice. This means we need to teach the lessons as well as facts. The Preaching Handbook has been written with this in mind.
Jesus said, "A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher" (Luke 6:40). Our aim is to train the student to be like Jesus, who is the ultimate teacher of us all.
The kingdom of God was the original gospel message:
• John the Baptist taught it (Matthew 3:1-2)
• Jesus taught it (Matthew 4:23)
• The disciples taught it (Matthew 10:7, Luke 10:9)
• Jesus even taught it in his final time after the resurrection (Acts 1:3)
