14. THE FAMILY OF ISRAEL IN EGYPT

"God sent me before you ...to save your lives by a great deliverance."

Aim

To show how God worked through Joseph in Egypt to save the children of Israel, Jacob's family.

Joseph had sent his brothers away with food in their sacks, but he was testing them too. He secretly returned their money into their sacks, kept Simeon bound in prison and demanded to see Benjamin. Jacob would not let Benjamin go, but at last the food ran out and they must return to Egypt again. The story ends happily when Joseph reveals himself to his brothers and his old father Jacob comes down to him in Egypt.

Genesis 43 to 50

JOSEPH'S BROTHERS COME TO EGYPT A SECOND TIME: Genesis 43 and 44

It was Judah who finally persuaded Jacob to let Benjamin go with them, promising to bring him safely home again. They took a present for the ruler and double money in their sacks and Jacob prayed: "God Almighty give you mercy before this man" (Genesis 43:14).

When they arrived they were sent to Joseph's house, where a feast was prepared for them. Joseph seated them in order of age around the table and they were amazed. He also gave Benjamin five times as much as the others and they enjoyed their feast with him. Later, with their corn-sacks full, they started for home, with Simeon too, who had been restored to them and Benjamin safe as well. However, they did not get far before an Egyptian messenger caught up to them and accused them of stealing his master's silver cup. The brothers denied this at once. If anyone had the silver cup he should die. But when a search was made the cup was found in Benjamin's sack! They hastily returned to Egypt where they pleaded for mercy and Judah asked to be punished instead of Benjamin, for he had promised his father that he would bring Benjamin safely home.

JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS IN JOYFUL REUNION: Genesis 45

The time had now come for Joseph to tell his brothers who he was. So he sent all the servants from the room and wept aloud and said, "I am Joseph; doth my father yet live?" (v. 3). They were greatly afraid, remembering all that they had done to him, but he told them not to worry: "Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God did send me before you ... to save your lives by a great deliverance" (vv. 5, 7). He told them to return to Canaan and bring Jacob his father back to Egypt, as well as all their families, cattle and belongings. He would give them part of Egypt, called the land of Goshen, to dwell in and care for them until the famine was over. He loaded them with gifts of clothes, corn, bread and meat, and wagons to bring their families to Egypt. So the brothers hurried home to their father with the amazing news — "Joseph is yet alive and he is governor over all the land of Egypt" (v. 26).

Jacob could scarcely believe them, but when he heard their story and saw the wagons, he was filled with joy. Thankfully, he received his sons, and prepared to depart into the land of plenty to be with Joseph in Egypt: "It is enough, Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I die" (Gen. 45:28).

JOSEPH GOES TO MEET JACOB: Genesis 46:28-30

On his way to Egypt, Jacob paused at Beersheba and there offered sacrifices to God in thankfulness for His goodness. God spake in a vision to Jacob at night: "I am God, the God of thy fathers: fear not to go down into Egypt, for I will there make of thee a great nation" (Genesis 46:3-4). Then Jacob rose up and went on to Egypt with his sons and their families.

Joseph rode in his chariot to the land of Goshen, where a joyful meeting between father and son took place (v. 29). Joseph welcomed his family into Egypt, and Jacob, who had thought he would never see his favourite son again, was happy at last. He truly felt God's goodness, for his prayer was answered. He showed his feelings in these words: "Let me now die, for I have seen thy face and know that thou art alive" (Genesis 46:30).

THE HEBREWS SETTLE IN THE LAND OF GOSHEN -SEPARATED FROM EGYPTIANS: 

Genesis 47:1-10

Joseph presented five of his brothers to Pharaoh, instructing them to tell him that they were shepherds and to ask if they could dwell in the land of Goshen. This land was good grazing country and separated from the rest of Egypt.

Pharaoh agreed and even put them in charge of his own cattle. The land of Goshen was on the east side of the Nile, and was hemmed in by hills on every side. So the Israelites were kept separate from the Egyptians - a lesson which we must learn, to keep separate from the world and not learn its ways. Joseph introduced Jacob, his father, to Pharaoh and Jacob blessed Pharaoh and told him of his life in Canaan and that he was 130 years old.

JACOB DIES: Genesis 47:28-31

Seventeen years passed by. Jacob was now 147 years old and the time had come for him to die. He called Joseph to him and made him promise not to bury him in Egypt, but to carry him out of Egypt and bury him in the burying-place of Abraham and Isaac, in the land of Canaan.

After Jacob had blessed all his sons he died and Joseph kept his promise and buried his father back in the land of Canaan.

THE DEATH OF JOSEPH: Genesis 50:23-26

Joseph continued to live in Egypt until his children's children were born. Just before his death, he gave a last message to the people of Israel, reminding them that God would bring them out of Egypt to the land of Canaan again. "God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob" (Genesis 50:24). He made them promise to take his bones for burial in the promised land when they eventually returned. Joseph was 110 years old when he died.

LESSON FOR US

Although Joseph lived in Egypt, he never lost sight of "the hope of Israel". He knew that the day would come when they would leave Egypt behind - so he showed his faith in asking for the removal of his bones when they left Egypt. Like Joseph, we also must never forget that our future lies with the Kingdom of God, and we must not become involved in the world about us, but be ready to leave it all behind when the Lord Jesus comes. We must show the same faith as Joseph, fully believing that all God has promised He will do.

Note too, that although the land of Canaan was promised to Jacob, he died in Egypt without receiving his inheritance. This shows that the promises have not yet been fulfilled. Jacob must be raised from the dead so that the promises can be fulfilled. This was the hope of the fathers (Acts 26:6).

ADDITIONAL NOTES 

Once again, these events we have considered are typical of events relating to the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. In these later chapters we are reminded of things that will happen when he returns as king and makes himself known to his people, the Jews.

1.
His brethren knew him not (Gen 42:8) 
The Jews will not know who Jesus is when he returns (Zech. 13:6)

2.
Joseph makes himself known to his brethren (Gen. 45:1) 
Jesus will reveal himself to the Jews (Zech. 12:10)



3.    They were troubled at his presence (Gen45:3)
They shall mourn for him (Zech. 12:10)

4.          Joseph pointed out that God sent him to save their lives (Gen. 45:7)
Jesus will bring salvation and turn Israel to God (Rom. 11:26; Matt. 1:21)

5.         Joseph ruled and controlled the wealth of the world (Gen. 47:14)
Jesus will control the wealth of the Gentiles (Isa. 60:11-12)

6.     Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh (Gen. 47:20)
Jesus shall reign to the ends of the earth (Psalm 72)

QUESTIONS

Short Answers

1. Who promised to look after Benjamin?

2. How did Joseph seat his brothers at the table?

3. How much more did Joseph give Benjamin?

4. Whose sack was the silver cup found in?

5. What did Joseph say when he made himself known to his brethren?

6. Was Joseph angry with his brothers?

7. Where did the family of Jacob go to live?

8. Where was Jacob buried when he died?

9. What was Joseph's last message about his bones?

Detailed Answers

1.
Joseph was a rich and important man in Egypt.

(a) What happened on his brother's second journey to buy corn?

(b) Why did Joseph forgive his brothers?

2.
Joseph sent his brothers to fetch their father and their families and bring them back to Egypt.

(a) Where did the children of Israel settle in Egypt?

(b) Why was this a suitable place?

(c) What lesson can we learn from this?

3.
What was Joseph's last message to his people just before he died?

Additional Answers 

1. We have already seen that Joseph is a type of Christ (see Lesson 12). Show how the events of this story point forward to the second coming of Christ (List as many points as you can).

