10.   ATTACK ON AI

"Israel hath sinned and they have also transgressed My covenant"
Aim
To show that the disobedience ofAchan was not hidden from God. He had to be punished before God
would be with Israel again.

Synopsis

Israel had seen God's power when He destroyed Jericho and allowed them to win the battle. Because they had put their trust in Him, God had given them the victory. This is another story which shows how important it is to obey God's commands exactly. It is a sad story because it spoiled all the happiness of the victory over Jericho.
Joshua 7 and 8

THE FIRST ATTACK ON AI: Joshua 7:2-5

When Israel entered Canaan, it was inhabited by wicked and idolatrous people. God said that they must be "utterly destroyed". The successful attack on Jericho encouraged the people of Israel. It seemed as though all would go well for them now. So they looked with confidence towards the next city which they were to overthrow. Ai was about 19 km away from Jericho. It was important because it was on the main route into the Land of Promise and they were anxious now to take up their inheritance.

Joshua sent out spies to have a closer look at Ai. They reported that it was only a small town. It would not be necessary to send all the soldiers against it -just "two or three thousand men" (v3). So the men of war were chosen and readily marched into the attack. To their surprise and Israel's dismay they were quickly beaten and chased back to the camp of Israel by the men of Ai. Thirty-six Israelites died in this short battle. There was panic in the camp. "The hearts of the people melted and became as water" (v5).
THE REASON FOR FAILURE: Joshua 7:6-15

As captain of his people, Joshua was dismayed and very distressed. He prayed that God would show them the reason, otherwise they would be overthrown and destroyed by the Canaanites. Israel hath sinned", said God. "Neither will I be with you any more" (v12). Something had been taken from Jericho and hidden among their own stuff in the camp. This had been forbidden (v11). It should all have been destroyed by fire or put into the treasury of God. Here was a problem for Joshua. He would have to find the guilty one among the thousands who had taken part in the conquest of Jericho. But God told him to gather all Israel together and He would show who was guilty.

THE REMEDY: Joshua 7:16-26

"So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel by their tribes:" (v16).  God, of course, knew who had sinned by taking the goods from Jericho and hiding them. He knows everything we do, whether it is right or wrong. The tribe of Judah was singled out, probably by lot. From the families of Judah a man called "Achan" was taken.  It was very serious and sad and all Israel watched in sorrow as Achan stood before Joshua and confessed the things he had done. "Indeed I have sinned against Yahweh, God of Israel" (v20).   "When I SAW among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I COVETED them and TOOK them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent and the silver under it" (v21). Achan had taken for himself what belonged to God. For his disobedience, he and all those who helped him were stoned to death.  A great heap of stones was piled up where they died and the place was called 'The Valley of Achor', which means "trouble".

LESSON FOR US

It was hard for Israel to learn that God meant every word He said. Achan should have understood this and given glory to God by obeying His word. The name 'Achan' means 'trouble' and we see how the sin of this one man meant great trouble for Israel. Achan broke the tenth commandment: "Thou shalt not covet". He then went a step further and stole the things he coveted, thus breaking the eighth commandment: "Thou shalt not steal". One sin leads to another and the things Achan stole belonged to God (Josh. 7:1).

Jesus tells us of the two great commandments which, if we keep them, will make us pleasing to God. Read them in Matt. 22:37-39. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

ADDITIONAL NOTES 

AI TAKEN: Joshua 8

After the sin of Achan had been removed Joshua was told by God "Fear not ... I have given Ai into thy hands and the king and his people and his land" (v1). The plan of attack was a simple one and was to given them complete victory. In the darkness of the night Joshua took 5,000 men of war and hid them behind the city on the west side between Ai and Bethel. In the morning he led 25,000 men of war against Ai from the north and when the men of Ai came out to fight the Israelites pretended to run away and the enemy chased them as they had done before. The men of Bethel had come to help in the battle and they joined in the chase, leaving the two cities without men to defend them. God told Joshua, "Stretch out the spear that is in thine hand toward Ai" (vl8). This was the signal for the 5,000 men in hiding to come out. They ran to the city, which had been left open and defenseless, and set it alight. The smoke was seen by the men of Ai, who left off chasing Israel and started to run back towards their own city, only to be met by the soldiers who had been in ambush. Then Joshua's main army turned upon them and they were trapped between the two companies.  Joshua stood on a hill with his spear outstretched and as long as he did so, Israel continued victorious in battle. Thus another city of wickedness was destroyed. Israel had been commanded to destroy the people of Ai, but they were allowed to take the cattle and goods for themselves. Then the city was completely burnt.

After this, Joshua built an altar in Mt Ebal and offered sacrifices to Yahweh there. Then he gathered Israel and placing half the tribes on Mt Gerizim and half on Mt Ebal, he read the blessings and cursings written in the book of the law, as Moses had commanded before he died (Josh. 8:35; Deut 27:1-13).
QUESTIONS

Short Answers
1. After Jericho had been destroyed, what city was next to be overcome?
2. Where was Ai ?
3. How many Israelites went up to fight against Ai?
4. What happened to the army of Israel when they first went up against Ai?
5. Why was Israel beaten at the battle of Ai?
6. How did Joshua find the guilty man?
7. How was Achan punished?
8. What commandments did Achan break?
Detailed Answers

1) When Israel first attacked the city of Ai, they were defeated.

a)  Why were they defeated?
b) Joshua was very distressed. What did he do?
c) How did Joshua find the guilty man?
d) Tell what the sin of Achan was.
e) How was he punished?
f) What lesson do we learn from the story of Achan's greed?
Additional Answers 

3) How did Achan break the commandments of God?
4) Tell how the Israelites defeated the men of Ai in the end.
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