32. TWO MEN IN JERICHO

'Yahweh hath given you the Land"
Aim
To show how God cares for those who obey Him and put their trust in Him.
Synopsis
Jericho was the first city which would have to be taken by the children of Israel when they invaded Canaan. It was not large, but was very strongly fortified, having two walls, one six feet thick and an inner one twelve feet thick. Archaeologists who have discovered the remains of the ancient city tell us that these walls would be at least thirty feet high. Most of the people worked in the fields and lived outside the city, but in times of danger they gathered inside, relying on the high, thick walls for safety. Joshua 2
SPIES SENT TO JERICHO: Joshua 2:1-3
From Shittim Joshua sent out two men to spy out Jericho. This was an important city on the other side of Jordan. The Israelites must conquer Jericho before they could safely enter into the Promised Land. So Joshua sent the men to find out all they could about the city and the people who dwelled there.

Jericho was surrounded by two very thick walls with a wide space between and houses were built across the top of the walls. In the outer wall was a gate which was open during the day but closed at night, so that no enemy could enter and make a surprise attack. The spies secretly entered the city to explore it and were given shelter by a woman named Rahab, whose house was one of those built on top of the wall. Someone had noticed the men and thought they must be spies of the Israelites who were camped on the other side of the Jordan. The King of Jericho was told that they were in Rahab's house and he immediately sent men to capture them.

RAHAB HELPS THE SPIES: Joshua 2:4-7
Rahab had heard many of the wonderful things done by the God of Israel — how He delivered them from Egypt by opening up the Red Sea and had overcome their enemies on the way. Now Israel was camped opposite Jericho on the other side of Jordan and Rahab felt sure that Jericho would fall to the Israelites too. So as soon as she knew that the king's men were searching for the two strangers who were in her house, she took them up to the flat roof-top and hid them among the stalks of flax there. When the king's messengers came she told them that the men had come to her house, but she did not know where they came from. They had gone out when it was dark, at about the time for shutting the gate. If the king's men went after them quickly they would catch them. So the messengers hurried off to chase the spies, going towards a part of the Jordan where there were fords (shallower places for crossing). The river was in flood and they expected the spies to be returning to the camp across this part of the river. But, of course, they saw no sign of them.
THE SPIES ESCAPE: Joshua 2:8-24
Meanwhile, Rahab went up and spoke to the two spies. "I know that Yahweh hath given you the land", she said, "and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you" (v10). The reports of Israel's wonderful crossing of the Red Sea and victories over the Amorite kings had made the people of Jericho fearful of what might happen to them and their "hearts did melt" (v11). Rahab believed in the greatness of Israel's God: "For Yahweh your God, He is God in heaven above and in earth beneath" (v11).
Rahab had shown great kindness to the men and in return she asked them to save her and her family when Jericho was taken, for she was convinced that Israel's God had "given them the land" (v9). The men promised to do this if she told no one what she knew about them. She helped them to escape by letting them down by a cord (rope) through the window of her house on the wall. She warned them not to make straight for the camp of Israel because if they crossed the flat country to the River Jordan they could be clearly seen from Jericho. Rahab advised them to go to the mountain on the west of the city and hide there for three days until the king's men returned. Then they could safely go back to the camp of Israel. The spies were very grateful for Rahab's help and promised that she would be rewarded for her kindness. They told her to bind a line of scarlet thread in the window through which she would let them down and when the Israelites came against Jericho she must gather all her family into her house and keep them inside. If she did this, all those in the house would be saved.
After three days in hiding, the spies returned to Joshua and reported, "Truly Yahweh hath delivered into our hands all the land for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us" (v24).

LESSON FOR US
Rahab had heard with her ears true reports of Yahweh's great power, shown on behalf of His people Israel. She believed and put her trust in Him. She obeyed, and she will be rewarded with eternal life in His Kingdom, for her name is recorded with many other faithful men and women of old in Hebrews 11. What a wonderful example Rahab is for us. We too, must believe the things we hear from God's Word.  If we obey His words, then we too shall have the same reward as faithful Rahab. Soon God will show His great power again in the earth and His people Israel will dwell in the Land forever. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 
Like Moses and Joshua, so the gentile Rahab showed great faith. Rahab's faith brought her the great honour of becoming an ancestor of the Lord Jesus Christ.
After the conquest of Jericho she was received into the camp of Israel and later married Salmon of the tribe of Judah, in whose line came David; and hundreds of years later, the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt.1:5; Ruth 4:21-22).  We too can become related to Jesus Christ by faith; that is, by believing the gospel and being baptised into His Name. We then become children of God and heirs of the promise God made to Abraham (Gal. 3:26-29; see Gen. 12:1-3).
QUESTIONS 

Short Answers
1. What was the name of the first city in Canaan which the Israelites were to conquer?

2. How many men did Joshua send into the city of Jericho?

3. Who h\d the spies in the city of Jericho?

4. In what position in the city was Rahab's house?

5. How did Rahab hide the spies?

6. Why did Rahab hide the spies?

7. How did Rahab help the spies escape?

8. How was Rahab to be rewarded?
Detailed Answers
1) (a)  Tell how Rahab hid the two spies who came to Jericho.
(b) How was she to be rewarded for her help to them?

2) What lesson do we learn from the story of Rahab?
Additional Answers 
1) Rahab lived in a house on the wall of Jericho.

a) What did she have to do to be saved when the Israelites captured Jericho?

b) How did she show her faith in Israel's God?

c) How can we become related to the Lord Jesus Christ?
