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become filled with the glory of the Lord. (Nu. 14:21; Hab. 2:14; cf. Ecc. 1:4; Isa. 45:18).
REV. 5:10 " . . . we shall reign on the earth"
PROBLEM: This verse is translated "over" rather than "on" by the Plymouth Brethren, and the "Jehovah's Witnesses", in an attempt to evade the difficulty of having the righteous live and reign on the earth.
SOLUTION:
1. In 6 other places in Revelation the identical phrase is translated
"on the earth" or "upon the earth", but not "over the earth" as though suggesting remote control. (E.g., Rev. 6:10; 7:1; 11:10;
13:14;14:6;17:8).
2. Even if "over" were the correct translation, it is said that the Queen reigns over England without suggesting that she reigns above it.
MATT. 25:46 "And these shall go away into everlasting punishment.''
PROBLEM: This passage is used to prove the eternal torment of the wicked. It is argued, that since the same Greek wprd, "aionios" is used for the duration of life for the righteous as for the punishment of the wicked, therefore the wicked are subject to eternal torment.
SOLUTION:
1. The punishment is everlasting, but it is not conscious eternal torment.
The punishment will be a final and complete cutting off. (Psa. 37:9, 34). Life eternal is reserved for the righteous, but the wicked are to die "the second death" (Rev. 21:8) which in Scriptural terms means to be without thoughts. (Psa. 146:3,4; Eccl. 9:5). The word "everlasting" is used of a result, not a process. Similarly, "eternal judgment" (Heb. 6:2) and "eternal redemption" (Heb. 9:12) do not mean that judgment and redemption will continue throughout eternity, but rather that their results are eternal.
2. The wicked are to suffer torment at the Judgment Day (Matt. 8:12;
13:30,40-42,49-50; Luke 12:47,48), but this is not eternal torment. Other Scriptures either state or imply a termination of the torment. For example:
a) Speaking of those who "know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ", the Apostle Paul states that they "shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power." (2 Thess.
1:9).
b) Jesus stated that "if a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned." (John 15:6). To be "cast forth as a branch" and "burned" suggests termination of the burning when that which is burnable is consumed.
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c) "And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake . . . to shame and everlasting contempt." (Dan. 12:2 cf. Jn. 5:29). It is the contempt or damnation which is everlasting, not the conscious torment.
3. Even if by "everlasting punishment" is meant "everlasting conscious torment", this passage in itself does not prove the eternal torment of the wicked since the Greek word, "aionios", can mean either limited or unlimited duration.1 Although the New Testament nearly always uses "aionios" with the meaning of unlimited duration,2 there are a number of occurrences in the Septuagint3 (where the Hebrew equivalent "olam" is translated "aionios") in which a limited duration is obviously intended. For example: i. "The lasting [aionios] hills"; "The eternal God is thy refuge and underneath are the everlasting [aionios] arms." (Deut. 33:
15,27). The intended meaning of "aionios" is limited duration in the first reference whereas in the same chapter the second reference is to unlimited duration. ii. The Aaronic priesthood is termed, "an everlasting [aionios] priesthood throughout their generations." (Exod. 40:15). Limited duration is intended in this reference since the Aaronic priesthood was later to change (Heb. 7:12) when that which "waxed old" was ready to "vanish away". (Heb. 8:13). iii. See also Gen. 49:26; Exod. 12:17; 21:6; Jonah 2:6; Hab. 3:6
("perpetual" hills="aionios" hills).
4. Many passages in Scripture teach that eternal life is the reward for the righteous (e.g., Luke 20:35,36). There are also many passages which teach that the ungodly and wicked will be destroyed or perish
(e.g., 1 Thess. 4:13 cf. John 3:16; 2 Thess. 1:9). It is not therefore, merely an arbitrary decision to choose endless duration for "aionios" life of the righteous and limited duration for "aionios" punishment of the wicked. The decision has been based on the use of the Greek word elsewhere in Scripture and the teaching of other passages on the respective rewards of the righteous and wicked.
5. The word "punishment" is translated from the Greek word, "kolasis" which means "a pruning". It comes from the verb, "kolazo" which means "to curtail, dock, prune, but usually like Lat., 'castigare', to keep within bounds, check, chastise."4 This denotation is in complete harmony with the Scriptural teaching on the punishment of the wicked. Jesus said that the wicked would be cast like branches into the fire.
1 "Aionios" means "age-lasting", Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, (London: Lutterworth Press, 1965).
2 Two N.T. passages should be noted: The "eternal fire" (Grk: aionios) which consumed Sodom and Gomorrha (Jude 7) is not now burning, (cf. Lam. 4:6', 2 Pet. 2:6; Deut. 29:23). Similarly, Philemon is instructed to receive Onesimus "forever" (Grk: aionios). (Phm. 15).
3 In the 3rd century B.C., the Greek king Ptolemy of Egypt commissioned the translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek. This translation is now known as the "LXX" or the Septuagint Version.
4 Ethelbert W. Bullinger, A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek Testament, (London: Samuel Bagster and Sons Ltd., 1957), p. 612. "Kolasis" is translated
"torment" in 1 Jn. 4:18 and "torment" is one of the meanings given for "kolasis" in James Strong, Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, (New York: Abington Press,
1951).
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(Jn. 15:6). The Psalmist said they would be "cut off" (Psa. 37:9) and "shall not be". (Psa. 37:10). Malachi states that the wicked will be burnt like stubble leaving them "neither root nor branch" (Mai. 4:1), like "ashes" to be trodden under foot. (Mai. 4:3). This is not the kind of language one would associate with immortal souls in torment for eternity.
MARK 9:43-48 "The fire is not quenched/'
PROBLEM: This passage is argued vigorously by Holiness-Fire Pentecostals and other Evangelical bodies as positive proof that the souls of the wicked will spend eternity suffering the torment of hell-fire.
SOLUTION:
1. Pentecostals insist on taking "the fire is not quenched" literally, but what about "where their worm dieth not"? Are there immortal worms in hell? Similarly, is one to take literally the cutting off of hand (vs. 43), foot (vs. 45) and the plucking out of one's eye (vs. 47)?
2. Jesus is almost certainly quoting from Isa. 66:24: "And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh." But this unquenchable fire is not the hell-fire of Pentecostal teaching. Note the differences:
a) The fire is located outside Jerusalem in Israel. (Isa. 66:20). This is not the location of the hell-fire of Pentecostal and Evangelical teaching.
b) Travellers will observe the carcasses of the men that have transgressed against God. Pentecostal teaching consigns souls, not bodies, to hell.
3. The Greek word, "Gehenna" translated "hell" comes from the Hebrew,
"Ghi-Hinnom"1, the name of the valley to the south of Jerusalem2 where the kings Ahaz and Manasseh offered their sons to the god Molech. (2 Chron. 28:3; 33:6; Jer. 32:35). The area was polluted by Josiah (2 Kings 23:10) and was called Topheth (altar).3 It subsequently became the city's garbage dump, where dead animals were thrown and refuse burned.4 What remained from the fire was consumed by the worm. Jesus, therefore, uses the word "Gehenna" as a symbol of complete and utter destruction, not as a term denoting eternal preservation in torment.
1 Ethelbert W. Bullinger, A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek New Testament, (London: Samuel Bagster and Sons Ltd., 1957), p. 367.
2 See Josh. 15:8.
3 Robert Young, Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, (London: Lutterworth Press, 1965). Young comments: "A place in the valley of Hinnom where sacrifices were offered and the dead bodies buried or consumed."
4 James Hasting, (ed.) Dictionary of the Bible, (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1963). p. 319.
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4. Fire is used in Scripture for utter destruction, not for preservation in torment. Consider the following:
a) Sodom and Gomorrha were destroyed by fire and brimstone and are now set forth as "an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." (Jude 7 cf. Gen. 19:24). But are these cities still burning? Scripture affirms that these cities were overthrown in a moment" (Lam. 4:6) and turned to ashes. (2 Pet. 2:6 cf. Deut. 29:23).
b) Nadab and Abihu (sons of Aaron) were "devoured" and died by fire which came out from the LORD. (Lev. 10:1,2).
c) A fire from the LORD "consumed" the 250 men who illegally offered incense in the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.
(Nu. 16:35).
d) Fire came down from God out of heaven and "consumed" the messengers from the King of Samaria during the time of the Prophet Elijah. (2 Kings 1:10).
5. "Unquenchable fire" is an apparently absolute expression which is limited in application, (i.e., until that which is the subject of reference, is totally and utterly consumed). Two passages serve as an illustration:
a) "Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched." (Jer. 7:20) Nevertheless God will have mercy upon Zion when the "set time is come". (Psa. 102:13). Jerusalem will be the city of the great King. (Matt. 5:35 cf. Luke 1:31-33).
b) "I will kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched." (Jer. 17:27). The fire was not quenched until it had consumed all that could be burned. The fire is not now burning.
REV. 14:10,11 "He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever:"
REV. 19:3 "And her smoke rose up for ever and ever."
REV. 20:10 uAnd the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever"
PROBLEM: These verses are stock references quoted in proof of eternal hell torment for the wicked.
SOLUTION:
1. "Fire and brimstone" is used figuratively, not literally in Revelation.
Consider the evidence:
a) In the first occurrence of the expression, "fire and brimstone" is
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said to issue from horses' mouths. (Rev. 9:17). This is certainly no hell-fire.
b) If literal torment in hell were intended, then the language of the passage would require Jesus to be with his angels in hell, since it is stated: "He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels . . . and the Lamb." (Rev. 14:10).
c) Consistency demands that if "tormented with fire and brimstone" is literal, so must "the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation". (Rev. 14:10). But the latter is an obvious figure drawn from Jer. 25:15. Why then insist on literal fire and brimstone?
d) A figurative interpretation of "fire and brimstone" is in keeping with the general symbolic character of the Revelation. The woman
= "that great city" (Rev. 17:18); waters = "peoples" (Rev. 17: 15); the Lamb similarly represents Jesus Christ. (Rev. 17:14).
2. Fire is used in Scripture for utter destruction, not for preservation in torment. Sodom and Gomorrha were destroyed by fire and brimstone and are now set forth as "an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire". (Jude 7 cf. Gen. 19:24). But are these cities still burning? Scripture affirms that these cities were overthrown in a moment (Lam. 4:6) and turned to ashes. (2 Pet. 2:6; Deut. 29:23). See also Lev. 10:1,2; Nu. 16:35; 2 Kings 1:10.
3. "And her smoke rose up for ever and ever" (Rev. 19:3) is no hellfire torment for the scene is the destruction of "Babylon the great", and is witnessed by lamenting merchants and shipmasters. (Rev. 18: 8-10,15,18). "For ever and ever" emphasizes complete destruction.
4. Rev. 19:3 appears to draw its symbol from Isaiah 34:10. In this passage a fire from the Lord on Idumea (Idumea="Edom", R.S.V. vs. 6) "shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever." (Isa. 34:10). But again, this is no hell-fire since the prophet Isaiah continues to speak of the land lying waste, a dwelling place for the owl and raven, (vs. 11).
REV. 19:20 "These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone."
REV. 20:14 "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire."
REV. 21:8 "But the fearful . . . shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death."
PROBLEM: These verses are cited by Pentecostals and Evangelicals to prove that hell is a literal place of torment.
SOLUTION:
1. The non-literal character of "the lake of fire" is established by the following considerations:
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a) Death is cast into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:14). How can death literally be cast into a lake of fire?
b) Hell is cast into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:14). Therefore hell is not the same place as the lake of fire.
c) Frequently in the Revelation symbols are interpreted. For example: "the woman" is "that great city" (Rev. 17:18); "waters" are "peoples" (Rev. 17:15). Similarly, the "lake of fire" is interpreted to be "the second death". (Rev. 20:14; 21:8). The "lake of fire and brimstone" expresses figuratively what is stated literally-"the second death." To die means to have no thoughts
(Psa. 146:4), and to "know not anything." (Ecc. 9:5). This Scriptural definition of death is incompatible with the interpretation that the lake of fire and the second death refer to conscious eternal torment.
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