1. The Kingdom of God
The kingdom is coming. It requires a response from people. The question is "Are we ready for the kingdom of God?" We need to know what the kingdom of God is first.
The angel Gabriel first taught about the kingdom in the New Testament (Luke 1:30-33). From this we learn:
• Jesus would sit on the throne of his father David.
• Jesus would reign over Jacob's descendants (that is, over the people of Israel).
• Jesus' kingdom would never end.
• Jesus was born to be a king.
Gabriel spoke about a promise that God made to king David (1 Chronicles 17:10-14). In this promise, God said that:
• One of David's offspring would be a great king.
• His kingdom would last for ever.
• He would build a house for God.
• God would be his father.
Jesus would be the king who would reign on David's throne in Jerusalem.
The importance of the promise to David was highlighted in the first speech of the Christian era in Acts 2:29-31 and 36. This message was not just for information. It required the people to respond to the message of the kingdom and get ready. Peter told them, "Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins" (Acts 2:38).
Preparation for the kingdom required the repentance from sins as a first step. It would be a problem for the people if the kingdom came and they were still in a state of sin.
To help us understand the kingdom of God, we need to consider the world we live in - the kingdoms of this world. This is a contrast to the kingdom of God.
The kingdoms of the World and the kingdom of God
Our world has many big problems that man is not able to solve. Ask the audience what these problems are. Make a list. They should include:
Oppression, War, Extreme poverty, Crime, Famine and changing weather patterns, Environmental problems, Disease and disability, Injustice, Ignorance, Unemployment, Housing, Wild animals.
God has a solution - the kingdom of God. It is good news.
The Bible gives us pictures of the kingdom of God. From these we can understand what the kingdom will be like.
1. Isaiah 2:2-4. This teaches:
There will be a temple in Jerusalem.
• People from all nations will visit this temple.
• God's word and law will be given from this temple.
• He will judge between the nations and solve disputes.
• The result will be peace. There will be no war, armies, or weapons.
2. Isaiah 11:3-9. This teaches:
• There will be true justice, especially for the poor.
• The wicked will be punished.
• It will be a time of righteousness and faithfulness.
• There will be peace even among the animals.
• The earth will be full of the knowledge of God.
3. Isaiah 35:5-10. This teaches:
• There will be healing for the sick and disabled.
• The deserts will have water.
• There is a road for the holy people to travel in that leads to Zion (Jerusalem).
• The unclean and wicked will not go to Jerusalem.
• At Jerusalem there will be joy and happiness and singing.
• There will be no more sorrow for the righteous.
4. Isaiah 65:17-25. This teaches:
• There will be a new heaven and a new earth.
• The sadness of the old heaven and earth will not be remembered.
• There will be joy based around Jerusalem.
• The people will be blessed with long life and own their own houses and land.
• God will answer their prayers before they are asked.
• There will be peace among the animals.
• There will be no destruction on God's holy mountain (Jerusalem).
The fact that there will be a new heaven and new earth does not mean that the current literal heaven and earth will be replaced. What it does mean is that the order of human rulership (the heavens) and the ruled (the earth) will be replaced. The fact that people are called 'heaven and earth' is found in Deuteronomy 32:1 and Isaiah 1:2.
The heaven and earth were replaced previously at the time of Noah when "the world of that time was deluged and destroyed" (2 Peter 3:6). The world itself was not destroyed, but people on it were. This is how it will be when Christ comes back.
These 4 quotations above teach us that the Kingdom of God will be a literal place. Many of the problems of man will have been reduced or even solved completely:
• Disease and Disability cured. Death of the young stopped. Long life.
• The formation of deserts solved so that famine is solved.
• Warfare solved. Unemployment and housing solved. Wild animals solved.
• Enforced justice. Removal of crime and oppression.
• Ignorance of God reduced and eventually solved.
The kingdom of God is the answer to our own problems and to the problems of the world. If we sometimes despair over the world today, then cheer up, because God has a solution. The Kingdom of God is 'good news' for us and the world.
Then the Kingdom of God gets even better
1 Corinthians 15:24-28. The work of Jesus is to prepare the people of the world by removing sin. When sin has been removed, then man does not need to die because of sin. There is also no barrier to God living with man (currently our sins separate us from God, Isaiah 59:2). When sins are removed, man can live with God. This is the final stage of God's kingdom. Death is no more. The wicked are no more. Sin is no more. This second stage is described in Revelation 21:1-4. This teaches:
• There is no more death. There will be no more crying.
• Everything will be new. This plan is centred on the city of Jerusalem.
• The people will know God. There will be a feast.
• The people of God will have been made beautiful like a bride.
• God will come down and live with man on earth.
The kingdom of God is coming. Nothing can stop God doing this. The question for the listeners is "Are you ready for the Kingdom of God?"
Questions that may be asked
Why is there death in the kingdom (Isaiah 65:17-25)? The kingdom of God has two stages. In the first stage, there will still be mortal people in the kingdom who can repent. For believers who have already repented and got ready for the kingdom, they will be rewarded with eternal life and be immortal in this period. This stage is also called the Millenium. When the second stage comes death is ended.
