Wrested Scriptures  |  Saved - Eternal Security
"SAVED" (ETERNAL SECURITY)
PRELIMINARY POINTS
There are likely very few Christadelphians who have not at some time or another been confronted by those who argue for "eternal security". Usually these individuals can cite hour and place when "saved". Christadelphian open-air speakers are often challenged by these Evangelicals "Have you accepted the Lord Jesus as your personal Saviour? Have you been born again and washed in the blood of the Lamb? Are you a saved man?" These zealots are quick to testify: "Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! I'm a saved man!" Little headway is made in such an exchange until the Christadelphian speaker insists on the questioner explaining what he means by "saved". There is, for example, a temporary and an ultimate sense in which "saved" can be used.
The following illustration shows the differing, but related ways in which 'saved" can be used: Imagine a downed bush pilot in the Canadian Arctic desperately attempting to maintain his body heat in -60°F weather. Weakened by loss of blood and broken bones, the cold of the icy blasts drives like nails through the parka's folds. At night the circle of half-starved wolves becomes increasingly brazen. But suddenly in the few hours of daylight, a noise is heard out of the skies and overhead a rescue plane is seen coming in the direction of the downed craft. "Thank God, I'm saved" cries the bush pilot. But he is not completely out of danger. The rescue craft may be unable to land on the rough ice surface and by the time a rescue team travels several miles the pilot may perish from loss of blood or fall victim to the wakeless sleep of the Arctic cold. Even when rescued by the team and placed in the rescue aircraft he is not "saved" in the strict sense of the term. The rescue craft may lose a ski on a protruding chunk of ice or may itself be ruined from carburetor-icing or a down-draft. Not until the bush pilot is safely back at the base and fully recovered from his ordeal, can he be said in the fullest sense to be "saved".
Similarly in the Bible, Jude states that God "having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not." (Jude 5). "Having saved" is not used in the ultimate sense of eternal salvation. Three distinct uses of "saved" occur in Scripture. Care in their use is required to avoid the misleading and disastrous conclusions of Evangelicals.
1. "Saved" in the past tense referring to the sacrificial work of Christ or when the believer avails himself of that sacrifice at his baptism.
a) "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began."
(2 Tim. 1:9). The reference here is to the sacrifice of Christ in the plan of God.
b) "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration and
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renewing of the Holy Spirit." (Titus 3:5). This verse refers to the believer's acceptance of divine salvation at baptism, therefore the past tense is used.
2. "Saved" in the present tense (continuous tense in the Greek). These passages indicate that salvation is a continuing process throughout the whole of the believer's life.
a) " . . . And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved [were being saved, R.S.V.]." (Acts 2:47).
b) "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved [being saved, R.S.V.], it is the power of God." (1 Cor. 1:18).
c) "By which salvation ye are saved, // ye keep in memory what I preached unto you . . . " (1 Cor. 15:2).
d) "For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved [are being saved, R.S.V.] . . . " (2 Cor. 2:15).
3. "Saved" in the future tense and ultimate sense.
a) " . . . but he that endureth to the end shall be saved." (Matt.
10:22).
b) "If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire." (1 Cor. 3:15). This passage refers to salvation at the Day of Judgment.
c) "To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus."
(1 Cor. 5:5). This passage likewise refers to salvation at the Day of Judgment.
d) "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee." (1 Tim. 4:16). Timothy had been appointed leader of the ecclesia by Paul. Acording to Evangelical teaching Timothy was "a saved man". But note, the Apostle Paul writes of Timothy's salvation as yet future and conditional on giving heed to the doctrine.
In the past, God manifested His great salvation in the person and work of Christ. This is appropriated by the believer at his baptism. A life of discipleship follows in which the salvation is worked out in fashioning a new creation. It is not until the Day of Judgment, that one is ultimately saved. It is, therefore, presumptuous for a man to consider himself unalterably reserved for eternal life before that time.
SUGGESTED STRATEGY
1. Once clarification has been successfully undertaken on the word
"saved", a very strong group of passages can be mustered against the view "once saved, for ever saved" or "eternal security". One approach is to argue as follows from the Epistle to the Hebrews:
a) Read Heb. 3:12-14;6:4-6 and 10:26-29. There is no way the
"saved" Evangelicals can evade the force of these passages. Were or were not these believers saved? Since the references specifically
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state that they were "brethren", were "partakers of Christ", "enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit . . . and have tasted . . . the powers of the world to come", it is idle for Evangelicals to evade the issue by saying they never were in the way of life or "saved".
b) The second question follows: Since these believers were in the way of life, did (or could) they fall away? The fact that a "sorer punishment" and "fiery indignation" awaited such reprobates (of who it is said that it is impossible to renew them again to repentance since they crucify afresh the Son of God and put him to an open shame-Heb. 6:6) is proof that either the believers had committed such offences, or were about to. Either is fatal to Evangelical claims that believers are irrevocably reserved for eternal blessedness.
c) The logic of the above reasoning may be summarized as follows: i. Believers in the way of life had either fallen or were about to fall from their calling. ii. Upon such a "sorer punishment" will come. iii. But if believers are to be punished, then they are not irrevocably reserved for eternal favour, and by implication believers have no justification for claiming "eternal security".
2. Another approach, is to argue from the life and statements of the
Apostle Paul:
a) Was the Apostle "saved" when he confessed, "What shall I do,
Lord?" (Acts 22:10). fThe answer is inevitably, "Yes.") Then why was he told, "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." (Acts 22:16). If he were "saved", (having had his sins washed away when he said, "What shall I do, Lord?") why was he told not to tarry but to arise and wash away his sins?
b) If the Apostle were "eternally secure" how is one to understand the following language: "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; // by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect . . . Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended . . . " (Phil. 3:10-13). Similarly: "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" (1 Cor. 9:27). Is this the language of a man who knows that his eternal blessedness is already fully assured?
c) The Apostle Paul said, "That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." (Titus
3:7). But the Apostle defined hope explicitly: "hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?"
(Rom. 8:24). If the Apostle had already been assured of eternal security, why was he in hope of eternal life?
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JOHN 3:36 "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not1 the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him."
JOHN 6:47 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life"
JOHN 6:54 "Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day."
1 JOHN 5:11 "And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son."
1 JOHN 5:13 "These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God."
PROBLEM: These verses are stressed by the Gospel Hall groups, Pentecostals and Evangelicals. Since the past tense, "hath eternal life" is used by John, it is argued that believers have eternal life as a present possession-their eternal security assured.
SOLUTION:
1. Almost without exception, those who claim to have "eternal security" also believe in the immortality of the soul. But if believers and nonbelievers alike have immortal souls, what is the eternal life that Jesus said he would give to believers?
2. If it is argued that by "getting saved" one is immune from hell-fire and the lake of fire, where is this taught in John's Gospel or Epistles?
3. What objective evidence is there that a "saved man" is really saved?
He may say that he is saved, but how is one to know for certain that his profession is true?
4. The "saved" arguments in the above passages rest on a mistaken understanding of the use of the tenses in the writings of John. The past tense is used by John of future events, to emphasize the certainty of their outcome. Consider the following examples:
a) "The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand." (John 3:35). But the writer to the Hebrews explicitly states, "But now we see not yet all things put under him." (Heb. 2:8).
b) "I have overcome the world." (John 16:33). But Gethsemane lay ahead.
c) "I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do." (John
17:4). Jesus had yet to die "for our sins according to the Scriptures." (ICor. 15:3).
d) "And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them . . . "
(John 17:22). But believers are not ultimately glorified until the return of Christ and the granting of immortality. (Col. 1:27 cf.
2 Tim. 2:10-12).
e) " . . . That they may behold my glory which thou hast given me. . . " (John 17:24). Jesus was not glorified until after his resurrection. (Luke 24:26; 1 Tim. 3:16).
1 "Believeth not" should be translated "does not obey" as in R.S.V. and Nestle Greek Text, (London: Samuel Bagster and Sons Ltd., 1967).
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f) See also: Rom. 4:17-21, Isaac was not born at the time of the promise; 2 Tim. 1:10, but people still die. Not until the end of the millennium will death be abolished cf. 1 Cor. 15:24-28.
5. Similarly, eternal life is spoken of as a present possession, when it is still future-to be given "at the last day." This is proven in two ways: A) by showing that John refers to eternal life to be given at the last day and B) by citing other references in the New Testament which show that eternal life and ultimate salvation are still future. The following is the evidence:
A) Eternal life to be given at "last day":
a) "And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day." (John 6:39).
b) And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day." (John 6:40).
c) Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day." (John 6:54). Eternal life is promised, (1 John 2:24,25) but resides with the Son
(1 John 5:11) until the "last day" when it will be given to the faithful.
B) Other passages which indicate that eternal life is not a present possession of believers:
a) "In hope of eternal life which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began." (Titus 1:2).
b) "That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." (Titus 3:7 cf. Rom. 8:24, "hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth why doth he yet hope for?").
c) "And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal." (Matt. 25:46 cf. Dan. 12:2). The context of this passage indicates the righteous are first judged and then invited to enter into life eternal. (Matt. 25:31-46). This implies that the righteous do not have eternal life before entering into life eternal.
C) Salvation is an ultimately future experience:
a) " . . . for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."
(Rom. 13:11). If salvation was nearer than when saints believed, it was obviously not a present possession.
b) "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." (Heb. 1:14). An heir is not a present possessor.
c) "For a helmet the hope of salvation." (1 Thess. 5:8). One does not hope for that which he already possesses.
JOHN 10:28 "And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."
PROBLEM: This passage is cited by Evangelicals to prove that those who "accept the Lord as their personal Saviour" are eternally secure, their future salvation being assured.
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SOLUTION:
1. This passage applies to those who are Christ's sheep, but who is to know before the Day of Judgment who is a "sheep" or a "goat"? (Matt. 25:33).
2. Many who think they are "sheep" will find that they are really "goats".
(Matt. 25:41-46; 7:21-23; Luke 13:26-27).
3. "And they shall never perish" does not mean "they shall never die."
For the disciple, death is not a perishing, but a sleep. (John 11:11-14;
1 Cor. 15:6,18; 1 Thess. 4:13). It is the unbeliever who is consigned to perish. (Jn. 3:16; Luke 13:3,5; cf. Jer. 51:53,57).
4. Note the steps Christ outlines. The sheep:
a) "hear my voice" (vs. 27)
- response
b) "follow me" (vs. 27)
- discipleship
c) "I give unto them eternal life" - resurrection1
d) "They shall never perish"
- security in the kingdom
e) "neither shall any man pluck
- security from false them out of my hand" prophets2 Evangelicals make the mistake of placing step d) before c).
JOHN 11:26 "And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die."
PROBLEM: This passage is cited by Pentecostals and Evangelicals as proof that when one "accepts the Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour", he is saved for eternity.
SOLUTION:
. Jesus said "whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die." He refers to living believers who will be transformd directly from mortality to immortality without experiencing death.
2. This interpretation is supported from the context:
a) Verse 24-speaks of the resurrection at the last day.
b) Verse 25-refers to believers who die before the last day, "though he were dead, yet shall he live."
c) Verse 26-completes the picture. Disciples alive at the Lord's return will put on immortality without experiencing the sleep of death.
3. The Apostle Paul stated: "I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then every man will receive his commendation from God. (1 Cor. 4:4-5 R.S.V.). Similarly,
Jesus indicated in his parables that many who think they are "sheep" will find out that they are rejected as "goats". (Matt. 25:41-46 cf. 7:21-23; Lk. 13:25-30). It is presumptuous, therefore, for one to declare "before the time" that one is irrevocably reserved for eternal favour.
1 Disciples alive at the return of Christ will be transformed to immortality without experiencing the sleep of death. (Jn. 11:26; 1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:13-17).
2 The same Greek word "harpazo" translated "pluck" (vs. 28,29) is translated "catcheth" in verse 12. The "wolf" represents false teachers, (cf. Acts 20:28-30).
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EPH. 2:8,9 "By grace are ye saved . . . it is the gift of God . . . not of works, lest any man should boast."
PROBLEM: This passage is used by Evangelicals to justify their doctrine of "eternal security" when "Jesus comes into the heart". This "eternal security" is said to be independent of subsequent works.
SOLUTION:
1. Let it be said at the outset that one cannot obtain salvation as a return for works done. The law taught this lesson. (Gal. 2:21; Rom.
3:21; 5:21).
2. There are two sides to salvation. The divine side which is grace and the human side which is obedient faith. Evangelicals argue that if one "works" for salvation then the reward is paid as wages rather than a gift. This is an over-simplification. God gives us food, but we must work for it. God gave Joshua the city of Jericho, but he was still commanded to march around the walls for seven days. (Josh. 6:2,4). Likewise salvation is the free gift of God, but man must comply with the conditions.
3. It is true to say that no man can ever be saved without the grace of
God, but there are other characteristics required in the receiver of grace, for salvation. The following is a representative list:
a) "For we are saved by hope" (Rom. 8:24).
b) "Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God . . . "
(Rom. 5:1).
c) "And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him." (Heb. 5:9).
d) "The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us. . . " (1 Pet. 3:21).
e) "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." (1 John 1:7).
f) " . . . Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling." (Phil.
2:12).
g) "Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only." (James 2:24).
h) "Save yourselves from this untoward generation." (Acts 2:40).
i) "By which also ye are saved, // ye keep in memory what I preached unto you. . . " (1 Cor. 15:2). Grace involves three things: a giver, a gift, and a receiver. From these passages it is clear that the receiver must evidence hope, faith, obedience, baptism, works, and that he also saves himself.1
4. Ultimate salvation is not now a present possession. The following passages indicate this:
1 The question as to which single characteristic saves the man is an abstraction. An illustration is helpful. A man who has fallen into the river screams for help. A man on the bank runs with a rope and throws it to the man in the river. He catches hold and is pulled to safety. What saved him? Was it his scream? Was it the rope? Was it the man on the bank? Did he save himself? Or was it all of these working together?
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a) " . . . he that endureth to the end shall be saved." (Matt. 10:22).
b) " . . . the gospel . . . by which ye also are saved // ye keep in memory what I have preached unto you . . . (1 Cor. 15:1,2).
c) " . . . give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for
*/ ye do these things, ye shall never fall." (2 Pet. 1:10).
d) "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God . . . lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ // we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end." (Heb. 3:12-14).
5. Evangelical logic has a superficial impressiveness. When examples are cited of "saved" members who have fallen away (e.g., drunkards, who will be excluded from the kingdom, Gal. 5:19-21), Evangelicals reply by stating that such individuals never were really "saved". This is.sheer logical emptiness. Security has been purchased at the price of truth.
6. Almost without exception, those who are quick to stress Eph. 2:8 are the very ones who dismiss baptism as a mere outward sign of an inward change. When such occasions arise Gal. 3:27 ("For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ"), should be emphasized. It is also impressive to cite the baptism of Paul, since it can be shown that a man can be "converted" (Acts 22:10), but does not have his sins washed away until baptized.
(Acts 22:16 cf. Acts 2:38,41).
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