152. 12 SPIES IN THE LAND
"And we were in our own sight as grasshoppers"

At last the people came to Paran and then to Kadesh, south of the Land of Promise. Kadesh was an oasis in the harsh wilderness, so that when they came to this spot they saw a vast contrast to the barren scenery they had passed through (Jeremiah 2:6-7).

They were now camped upon the border of the Land. Moses exhorted them strongly to "go up and possess it, and the LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged" (Deut. 1:21).

The people showed a lack of faith by requesting Moses to send spies (v. 22). This was not God's intention but He permitted it and instructed Moses accordingly (Numbers 13:1-2). The result of this request led to the death of many Israelites shortly after the spies returned and delayed their inheritance of the land for a further 38 years.

Numbers 13 & 14; Deuteronomy 1:19-46 THE LAND SPIED OUT
The twelve spies spent 40 days in spying out the Land. They found it exactly as God had described it, "flowing with milk and honey" (Exodus 3:8). So bountiful was the land that it took two men to carry a cluster of grapes from the brook (Valley) of Eshcol. This was an area near Hebron where, in earlier years, Abraham had lived (Genesis 13:18; 14:13). Other fruit was also brought back to show the fertility of the land.

THE SPIES EVIL REPORT.
The spies returned after 40 days and said "the land floweth with milk and honey. . . BUT". Then they went on to give a report which discourg-ed the people from going in to possess it. It was an "evil report" which "they brought up" (Numbers 13:32) for it overlooked the good condition of the land and emphasised the problems of "walled cities", "giants", "strong people" in a way which discouraged Israel. There were 10 spies who vigorously maintained this stand. They were completely faithless and had no regard for God's dealings with His people and had forgotten His love for them.

TWO FAITHFUL SPIES.
Only Caleb and Joshua were prepared to stand against this evil report and encourage the people to go up. They had been impressed with what they saw and recognised the true worth of the land. They were eager to possess it and were greatly encouraged by the knowledge that there was fear of Israel in the hearts of the inhabitants. They told the people that the Canaanites "are bread for us: their defense is departed from them and Yahweh is with us." Caleb and Joshua showed faith in God; that is,? they believed God's promises that He would give them the land, and they wanted the people to inherit it. What then is faith? It is a confident anticipation of things hoped for: an acceptance of things not seen (cp. Hebrews 11:1): and a full persuasion that what God promises He is able to perform (Romans 4:21).

MOSES MEDIATES FOR THE PEOPLE.
The reaction of the people to Caleb and Joshua's message was to take up stones to slay them. They sought to justify their faithlessness by saying that they were thinking only of their wives and children. This was a lie but they had deceived themselves into thinking it was true.

God suddenly quietened the people by revealing His glory above and within the Tabernacle. He told Moses that He was considering destroying all the murmurers and creating a new nation from him.

Moses' reaction was immediate. He was concerned for two reasons:

a. God's name could be brought low in the eyes of the nations round about;
b. He did not want the people destroyed. Sinners though they were, he had a feeling of responsibility toward them.

He sought no fame for himself but thought only of others and principally of God. Full of compassion for his people he pleaded for their life (Numbers 14:17-19). The basis of his appeal being the honouring of God's own name (v. 18). Would not Yahweh be merciful and longsuffer-ing as He had declared Himself to be (Exodus 34:6-8)?

It must have been with pleasure and relief that he heard God say "I have pardoned. . ." (Numbers 14:20). But before God had ended what He was saying, Moses realised that God would "by no means clear the guilty" (v. 18) "for" said God to that generation, "your carcases shall fall in the wilderness" (vv. 28 and 29).

THE TWO OATHS.
Numbers 14 records two oaths sworn by God. An oath of God is permanent: nothing can change it. Therefore, when God swore by His own existence, that He would fill the earth with His Glory (Numbers 14:21) Moses would have rejoiced for he knew that God's glory consisted of revealing His righteous character in people. Eventually a race of people would inhabit the earth, who would all reflect the divine character, name and glory in every way:

mentally—in their knowledge of God; 
morally—in their fellowship with God;
physically—in their nature—divine and incorruptible like God's. 

Moses saw in God's pardon (v. 20) that God's purpose to develop this race of people through the nation of Israel would remain unaltered. But God made it quite clear that though He had pardoned the nation as such, the guilty individuals in it would be punished.

Therefore He swore a second oath that all those over 20 years of age would die in the wilderness. In His wrath a whole generation over 20 would not enter the promised land (Psa. 95:8-11; Heb. 3:16-18).

Moses would have been very sad at this, but he saw in it God's justice. Also because it was confirmed by oath he no longer pleaded for his people for God's word would stand.

THE NATION PUNISHED.
They were condemned by God to wander 40 years in the wilderness (2 had already passed) until all those over 20 years old were dead — a year for every day the spies were in the land. What a tragic picture that is — to imagine the repetition of all those people dying, day after day, until a whole generation had perished!

Their children, who they said would "be a prey" (Numbers 14:3), would be the ones to inherit the land. Their reaction to this was as bad as the rest of their conduct had been.

They ignored God's statement to "turn you, get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea" (Numbers 14:25). Instead, they took up their swords and attempted to take the land (Numbers 14:40; Deut. 1:41). Despite warnings by Moses, they went up against the Amorites in the south of the land and were defeated and many died.

Only two persons of that great company of people (over 20 years old) would enter the land — Caleb and Joshua. They would be rewarded for their faith. Immediate punishment was given to the 10 unfaithful spies who "died by the plague before the LORD" (Numbers 14:37). 

LESSON FOR US:
We must believe, without question, God's promises concerning the Kingdom and not be discouraged by the problems that we encounter day by day. The prospect of the Glory of God filling the earth should thrill us and should encourage us to look forward to the day of Christ's appearing. We should also carefully consider the severity of God's judgments upon His people when they were rebellious or disobedient as seen in their exclusion from the Land of Promise. 

Compare Instructor Lesson No. 14. 
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????PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS:
1. 
a. What was the "evil" report of the 10 faithless spies?
b. What was the good report of Joshua and Caleb?
2. What is faith?
3. Describe how Moses pleaded for the people of Israel when God said He would destroy them because of their reluctance to enter into the Promised Land.
4. Describe Yahweh 's two oaths as recorded in Numbers 14 and show how these will be or have been fulfilled.

ESSAY QUESTIONS:
1. Joshua and Caleb faithfully reported the goodness of the promised land. In contrast to the rest of the spies and the people, show how and why they were faithful
2. Why did God condemn Israel to wander for forty years in the wilderness? In your answer describe the two oaths that Yahweh offered on that occasion.

