153. REBELLION IN ISRAEL
"The man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom"
Turned away from the Land of Promise, Israel was condemned to wander in the wilderness for 38 years (40 since leaving Egypt) until all the previous generation were destroyed with the exception of Caleb and Joshua etc. (Deut. 2:14). But Yahweh did not leave them entirely. He continued to communicate with them through Moses (Numbers 15:1, 17, 35). He gave the manna each day, supplied water for the people, and provided raiment (Deut. 8:2-6; 29:5-6).

Meanwhile, the disappointment of the people, the defeat -when they had tried to force their way into the Promised Land (Numbers 14:45), the general murmuring and disturbed state of the nation, became? a fruitful ground for stirring up discontent. The opportunity was seized by Korah to further his claims. He was a prominent Levite, a first cousin to Moses and Aaron (Exodus 6:18, 21), and, according to Josephus, he was also wealthy and a good orator. He gathered others around him and spoke out against Moses and Aaron. But the priesthood was by God's appointment and we are shown in this lesson the principle of divine selection.

Numbers 16 & 17 (see also Deut. 11:6-8); Psalm 106:16-18
REBELLION IN ISRAEL
Korah, a prominent leader and cousin of Moses and Aaron was envious of the two leaders (see Psalm 106:16). Gathering some other Levites with him, and 250 princes "famous in the congregation" (w. 1-2), he opposed Moses and Aaron with the accusation that they took too much upon themselves. They claimed that all Israel were holy, and that there was no reason for Moses and Aaron to place themselves above others. Quite obviously Korah wanted the leadership for himself.

Moses was very distressed by these actions, but he confidently told the people that God would show who were His leaders (v. 5). The 250 princes as commanded, came to the tabernacle carrying censers having fire in them. Dathan and Abiram, the leaders, stood at their tents. The moment Moses had finished speaking and in the sight of all Israel, an earthquake swallowed up Korah, Dathan and Abiram, and all who were gathered with them (vv. 29-32). Then, as the people fled in terror, a terrible fire came out from Yahweh and consumed the 250 princes with their censers. From the censers, plates were made for the altar, as a memorial that only Aaron's seed could be appointed to the priesthood and tabernacle services (vv. 36-40).

??There is an obvious lesson here of respect for authority. In an age when young people are openly rebellious and defiant of authority, Christadelphian young people should be very careful to be obedient to parents, teachers and to all those in authority. We should be respectful and give honour to those who hold positions of authority and leadership both in the world and in the ecclesia (cp. 1 Pet. 2:13-17; 1 Tim. 5:17-19; 1 Thess. 5:12-13). Above all else we should give the greatest respect and honour to God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will soon return to reward the faithful and crush the rebellious.

FURTHER REBELLION.
Even these remarkable and awesome happenings did not convince Israel. The people blamed Moses for the calamity, probably feeling pity for Korah. As they gathered angrily before the Tabernacle with their complaints against the leader appointed by God, they were smitten by God with a plague, and 14,700 died. The terrible plague was only stopped by the intercession of Moses and Aaron (vv. 46-47).

AARON'S ROD THAT BUDDED (Numbers 17).
To stop all further murmuring and to show clearly to all Israel, that He had selected Aaron as High Priest, God instructed that each tribe was to select a rod, and write on each rod the name of the leader of the tribe. These were placed before the tabernacle, and on the following day it was seen that Aaron's rod had budded, and not only that but that it had also brought forth blossoms and yielded almonds (v. 8). This showed conclusively that he was appointed of Yahweh, and the divine authority was vested in him.

The events of Numbers 16 had shown that Aaron was CHIEF OF LEVI.

The events of Numbers 17 showed that he was HIGH PRIEST IN ISRAEL.

It was a token "against the rebels" to stop "all murmuring" against the authority of Aaron (v. 10).

It taught the people that they would die if they dared to approach God except through the High Priest He had appointed (v. 12).

THE RESURRECTION.
The symbol of the appointment of Aaron was the budding of a dead rod, which typifies the Resurrection. Thus we have in this, a beautiful type of Christ whose divine selection was shown beyond all doubt by his resurrection (Romans 1:3-4; 1 Corinthians 15:4-6). The fact that Christ rose from the dead shows that God has appointed Him to be our leader, and none other. We must hearken to him, follow him, seek God through Him — otherwise we, too, will die. As Aaron's rod "bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds" so too the resurrection of Christ assures us that other fruit shall come forth to God (1 Corinthians 15:14-23).

LESSON FOR US:
These remarkable incidents showed that the High Priest's position was one of divine appointment and not to be determined by the voice of the people. They tried to set up whom they wanted, but God would have none of it.

God selected Jesus, and appointed him to his position, and by the power of the gospel message, he is choosing us. If we will hear his voice and hearken to that message, we can become king-priests with the Lord Jesus in the Kingdom He will establish (Revelation 5:9-10). The rulers of that Kingdom will not be appointed by the voice of the people by majority vote, but by the divine selection of God.
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PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS:
1. Describe the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram in Israel.
2. What was the result of the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram?
3. What lessons do we learn from the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram?
4. How did God prove to Israel that He had chosen Aaron to be High Priest in preference to any other prince from any of the other 11 tribes?
5. What does the budding of Aaron's rod remind us of (give your reasons).

ESSAY QUESTIONS:
1. Describe the background, the challenge and its outcome of Korah, Dathan and Abiram's rebellion.
2. Describe the purpose and outcome of God's use of Aaron's rod to show who was the divinely appointed High Priest. In what way does this sign point forward to Christ?

