[bookmark: bookmark26]7. Demons and witchcraft
The Bible uses the term 'demon-possession' for certain types of sicknesses. This can be seen in Matthew 4:23-24, where they are one on a list of sicknesses. In Matthew 8:1617, the sickness of demon-possession was healed. It is described as a disease using a quote from Isaiah 53:4. Casting out demons is spoken of as healing in Luke 13:32.
Only certain types of sicknesses were called 'demon-possession' - those where the cause was unknown. Someone who was deaf had ears, but it was not known why he could not hear. Deaf people talk in a funny way, as if something has taken control of their speech. The same was true of mentally ill people. They have all their body parts, but it is not working correctly. They looked like something was in control of their bodies.
Examples: Matthew 9:32, was a man who could not speak. It was not clear why he could not speak, so it was called 'demon-possession.' Matthew 12:22 - a blind and dumb man. Mental sickness in a man called Legion (Luke 8:36; Mark 5:15) who was healed so that he had a 'right mind.'
It is not unusual for people to call things that are not understood by strange names. We may call a mentally ill person 'lunatic' (Matthew 17:15-18), which means influenced by the moon, although we do not really believe this. We may say our computer has a 'bug'. This does not mean we believe it has one, but just something is wrong with it.
Demons are Idols
The basic meaning of demons in the Bible is that they are idols. This is what is taught in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 32:16-17; Psalm 106:37) and the New Testament (1 Corinthians 10:19-22; Revelation 9:20; Acts 17:18).
Idolatry is wrong (Exodus 20:2-4). There is only one God (Isaiah 45:4,21; 46:9). An idol is described as 'nothing,' that is, the gods they are supposed to represent do not exist (1 Corinthians 8:4-6; 10:19,20; Isaiah 44:9). They are just bits of wood or metal (Psalm 115:4-7; Isaiah 40:19,20). They are not to be feared because they cannot do harm or good (Jeremiah 10:2-5).
Idol worshippers believed that idols (also known as demons) could cause sickness. King Ahaziah consulted an idol as to whether he would live or die (2 Kings 1:1-4). Idol worshippers used the term 'demon-possession' for certain types of sicknesses. Unfortunately, many Jews adopted this false teaching. Examples of this are where they claimed Jesus had a demon (John 7:20; 8:48; 8:52).
Questions that may be asked
Demons spoke, so doesn't this mean they exist? We are never told that demons existed separately from a person. They were always present in a person. This means that whenever it is described as demons speaking, it was the person who was speaking. The person speaking was called the "demon" in a couple of passages (Luke 4:41; 8:31). People are referred to as 'demons' in James 2:19. This is how the Bible refers to people with a sickness. We might say call the blind man 'the blind' (Matthew 15:14,31), or lame people 'the lame' (Matthew 21:14). It is the normal way of referring to the sick. When Jesus rebuked a fever (Luke 4:39), it did not mean that it had independent life.
In 1 Timothy 4:1, it says demons teach. Does this mean that demons exist? The verse says, "some will abandon the faith and following deceiving spirits and things taught by demons." The translation is incorrect. The Greek says, "things taught of demons". People believing in the false teaching of demons was predicted. See also Revelation 18:2
What are evil spirits? The term 'spirit' is used in many places to refer to the mind or attitude of the person (Psalm 78:8; Isaiah 29:24). An evil spirit is someone who has an evil or disturbed mind. We are told that God is in control of evil spirits and gave it to people (Judges 9:23; 1 Samuel 16:4-5). This means that God gave them a disturbed mind as a punishment.
What are unclean spirits? They mean people with spiritual problems. Often Bible translations mix up the terms 'unclean spirits' and 'evil spirits', but they are different. There are 5 examples of unclean spirits where we have a lot of information about them,
1. the synagogue man (Mark 1, Luke 4). Problem - lack of holiness
2. Legion (Matthew 8, Mark 5, Luke 8). Problem - lack of holiness and mentally sick.
3. the demonic son with the father (Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9). Problem - unfaithfulness and mental sickness.
4. The daughter of a Canaanite woman (Matthew 15, Mark 7). Problem - unfaithfulness.
5. Beelzeboul and the parable of the 7 spirits (Matthew 12, Mark 3, Luke 11). Problem - Unfaithfulness and false speaking.
Jesus and the disciples healed these spiritual and physical sicknesses (Matthew 10:1, Mark 1:17; Acts 5:16; 8:7,8). The sick person became whole in mind and spirituality.
Here is a summary of this topic:
	Topic
	What are they?
	Additional comment

	Demons
	Idols. 'Demon-possession' is a type of sickness.
	The people often thought certain diseases were caused by idols. Idols are 'nothing'.

	Evil
spirits
	The evil mind of people
	God gave evil spirits to punish evil people

	Unclean
spirits
	Unspiritual people who often also have mental sickness
	The spiritual uncleanness that may cause sicknesses.




In the example of Legion, the demons speak and then go into pigs. Isn't this evidence that demons exist? When demons speak it is really the person who is speaking (see above). What is different with Legion is that the sicknesses go from man into pigs. The example of Legion is unusual because the man was in such a bad state - living in tombs away from people and with many demons (sicknesses). Legion represents the worst- case sick person. He represents Israel at its very worst state.
In the incident, the ability of Jesus to heal is demonstrated by sending Legion's sicknesses into a herd of pigs. This was a visual lesson to everyone that Jesus was able to heal Legion. He can therefore heal any person no matter how bad their state.
There was a similar example in the Law of Moses. On the day of Atonement, the High Priest put his hands on a goat, confessed the sins of the people and sent the goat into the wilderness (Leviticus 16:21). All Israel watched as the goat went into the wilderness and saw their own sins being taken away.
Israel's sins going into the goat is like Legion's sins going into the pigs. They are completely removed and sent away. God's forgiveness is described as like casting the sins into the sea, which is what happened with Legion's sins (Micah 7:18-19). God will heal His people and cleanse them of all their uncleanness (Jeremiah 33:6-8).
Where do sicknesses come from if not from demons? Sicknesses come from God. There is abundant evidence of this. In Genesis the two examples are from God (Genesis 12:17; 20:17,18). In Exodus, the examples are from God (Exodus 4:11; 9:8-12; Chapter 11; 32:35). In Numbers, it is the same - (11:33,34; 12:10; 14:37; 16:49; 25:8,9; 32:13). The pattern continues throughout the Bible. God brings sickness and health (Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6; Lamentations 3:37-39; Exodus 4:11; Luke 1:20,64; Acts 9:9,18; Romans 11:22; Amos 3:6; Isaiah 45:5-7; Jeremiah 33:6-9). God has all power. There is no other power in the world. Therefore, we must fear God and pray to Him when we are sick.
[bookmark: bookmark27]What does the Bible say about witchcraft?
'Witchcraft' refers to claims of magical or supernatural powers by people. They claim to be able to perform supernatural acts and have access to supernatural knowledge. God hates witchcraft (Deuteronomy 18:9-12). This passage speaks of many things:
	No.
	Activity described in Deuteronomy 18:9-12
	What it describes

	1
	Sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire
	Do not burn your children (eg as a sacrifice to idols)

	2
	Practice divination
	Seeking knowledge by divination (eg predicting the future)

	3
	Sorcery
	Interpreting the times and future events from clouds (or other means)

	4
	Interprets omens
	Use of omens to answer questions

	5
	Witchcraft
	Practicing sorcery or magic

	6
	Casts spells
	Casting spells

	7
	Medium
	Consulting someone who claims to be able to contact the dead

	8
	Spiritist
	Someone who claims to know about the unseen world (ie the dead)

	9
	Consults the dead
	Trying to contact the dead




Divination is wrong (Deuteronomy 18:14; 2 Kings 1:3,4; Micah 5:12; Zechariah 10:2; 2 Peter 2:14). Only God knows the future (Isaiah 42:8,9; 41:22-24; Daniel 2:21,22,28,47). God acts against diviners (Isaiah 44:24,25; Micah 3:4-7).
Sorcery is wrong (Psalm 101:7). The Egyptian magicians pretended to do miracles of the first 3 plagues (Exodus 7:22), but they later recognised God's true power (Exodus 8:19). Nebuchadnezzar understood the power of the true God (Daniel 6:27; 4:35). His sorcerers would be punished (Isaiah 47:9). See also Acts 8:7-13; 13:8-11; 19:19.
We will come across people who will be able to do signs and wonders. If they do not teach the truth, they should not be listened to (Deuteronomy 13:1-4). God is testing us to see if we will follow truth. See also Mark 13:22.
Consulting the dead is wrong (Isaiah 8:19,20). Those who consult the dead put on an act to pretend they have seen the dead. The dead know nothing (Ecclesiastes 9:5,6,10). They are silent (Psalm 94:17; 115:17).
What about the witch of Endor? When king Saul consulted the witch, he was wrong to do so (1 Chronicles 10:13). He was also wrong to allow the witch to live (Leviticus 20:27). Saul wanted to see the dead Samuel. Since the dead know nothing, the witch did her usual pretending to see the dead. But she did not expect to see him. When she saw something, she screamed in surprise (1 Samuel 28:12).
Saul could not see Samuel, because he asked the witch what she saw (v13). Samuel was present in a vision inside the head of the witch. For Saul to talk to Samuel, he had to talk to the woman. We have a conversation between Saul and the witch (representing Samuel). The vision of Samuel said that God had left Saul because of Saul's sin over Amalek (1 Samuel 15). Only God, Samuel and Saul had known this. Also only God would have known that Saul and his sons would die the next day. Therefore, God must have brought the vision to the witch to speak to Saul.
It is unusual that God gave a vision to a witch. It told Saul that God knew Saul had consulted a witch! God has used evil people to pass on His message before. God used the evil diviner Balaam to speak to the king of Moab (Numbers 22), which resulted in a donkey speaking (2 Peter 2:18). God used a false prophet to speak to another prophet (1 Kings 13:18-22). God uses different ways of getting His message across depending on what was right in each situation. Since God does what is right, He is right to do so in these situations.

