
Practical Exhortations from 2 Chronicles 16
A successful policy can still be faithless: Asa stops relying on God
In later life Asa responds to Baasha’s pressure by buying Syrian help with temple treasure. The plan works politically, but Hanani rebukes him for relying on Syria instead of God. Asa then imprisons the prophet and becomes oppressive.
1. Immediate success is not proof of spiritual wisdom
The Syrian alliance achieves its political aim.
2. Do not evaluate decisions by outcome alone
A policy can work and still be faithless.
3. Past faith does not automatically become present faith
Hanani contrasts this choice with Asa’s earlier trust against the Cushites.
4. Sacred resources should not become substitutes for dependence on God
Temple treasure finances the alliance.
5. God seeks wholehearted hearts
His eyes run to and fro to show Himself strong for those whose heart is perfect toward Him. (2 Chronicles 16:9).
6. Anthropomorphic language describes active divine knowledge
The verse does not mean literal divine eyes moving across the earth.
7. A strong beginning does not guarantee a strong finish
Asa’s decline is spiritually sobering.
8. Receive correction rather than punish the messenger
Asa imprisons Hanani. (2 Chronicles 16:10).
9. Resistance to rebuke can spread into mistreatment of others
He oppresses some of the people.
10. Medicine itself is not condemned
The fault in his illness is that he seeks physicians without seeking the LORD. (2 Chronicles 16:12).
11. Do not diagnose ancient illnesses beyond the text
The exact disease of Asa’s feet is unknown.
12. Use ordinary means while still seeking God
Faith and medical treatment need not be rivals.
13. Funeral ‘burning’ is not cremation here
The body is buried; the burning concerns aromatic honouring.
14. Present trust matters more than a record of former victories
Each new pressure asks again where confidence rests.
Closing thought
2 Chronicles 16 warns that yesterday’s faith cannot substitute for today’s reliance. Asa’s tragedy is not using physicians or diplomacy in themselves, but excluding God from the centre of his trust.
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