
Practical Exhortations from 2 Chronicles 25
Obedience may cost money; victory may cost humility
Amaziah does much that is right, but not with a whole heart. He accepts a costly prophetic correction and dismisses hired northern troops, yet later victory over Edom lifts him into idolatry and pride. He ends by rejecting the kind of counsel he once obeyed.
1. Correct actions do not automatically prove a whole heart
Amaziah is described as right, “but not with a perfect heart.” (2 Chronicles 25:2).
2. Wholehearted does not mean sinless
The phrase describes undivided allegiance.
3. Apply justice only to the guilty
Amaziah obeys the Law by not killing the children of his father’s assassins.
4. Sunk cost is not a reason to continue disobedience
He has paid northern soldiers but dismisses them when warned.
5. God can give more than faithfulness appears to cost
“The LORD is able to give thee much more than this.” (2 Chronicles 25:9).
6. Material loss may be the price of doing what is right
Obedience is not guaranteed to feel economical in the short term.
7. Victory can expose pride
After defeating Edom, Amaziah begins worshipping Edomite gods.
8. False gods are exposed by their failure
The prophet asks why he seeks gods that could not save their own people.
9. Rejecting correction is a turning point
Amaziah threatens the prophet instead of listening.
10. Pride provokes unnecessary conflict
He challenges Joash of Israel after Edom.
11. A vivid parable can expose inflated self-estimate
The thistle-and-cedar comparison targets Amaziah’s pride.
12. God can overrule stubbornness judicially without removing responsibility
Amaziah’s refusal becomes part of his judgment.
13. Private pride can produce public humiliation
Jerusalem’s wall is breached and treasures are taken.
14. The heart determines whether early obedience endures
External correctness without wholeheartedness is unstable.
Closing thought
2 Chronicles 25 teaches that obedience may require accepting loss, while success may require resisting pride. Amaziah manages the first test better than the second.
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