
Practical Exhortations from 2 Chronicles 26
Marvellously helped until he was strong: Uzziah’s prosperity becomes presumption
Uzziah prospers while he seeks God. He becomes a successful soldier, builder, farmer and organiser, and develops impressive military defences. The turning point is explicit: when he becomes strong, his heart is lifted up and he enters the temple to perform priestly incense service.
1. Seeking God should remain central during success
Uzziah prospers while he seeks the LORD. (2 Chronicles 26:5).
2. A covenant-era prosperity statement is not a universal wealth formula
The verse belongs to Judah’s royal history.
3. Practical skill is worthy of honour
Uzziah develops agriculture, fortifications and military organisation.
4. Technology can serve legitimate defence
Skilled men devise defensive machines, though their exact design is uncertain.
5. Do not force ancient “engines” into later technical categories
The text describes ingenious devices without giving enough detail for exact reconstruction.
6. Strength can become spiritually dangerous
“When he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction.” (2 Chronicles 26:16).
7. Success does not erase boundaries God has established
Kingship does not give Uzziah the priestly right to burn incense.
8. Faithful servants may need courage to confront powerful leaders
Azariah and eighty priests withstand the king.
9. Respectful resistance to unlawful authority can be righteous
The priests do not flatter Uzziah because of his status.
10. Anger at correction can deepen failure
Uzziah becomes furious instead of leaving the sanctuary.
11. KJV “leprosy” is the biblical tzaraath category
It should not automatically be identified with modern Hansen’s disease.
12. Consequences can alter the rest of a successful life
Uzziah lives separately while Jotham administers the kingdom.
13. The best achievement cannot compensate for presumption
A long list of successes cannot cancel the final moral warning.
14. Remain humble after being helped
The greatest danger may come when weakness has already been overcome.
Closing thought
2 Chronicles 26 is one of Scripture’s clearest warnings about success. Uzziah is marvellously helped until strength turns into self-exaltation. The safeguard is continued humility and respect for God’s boundaries.
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