
Practical Exhortations from 2 Chronicles 28
Distress can soften or harden: Ahaz chooses deeper apostasy
Ahaz responds to crisis in the opposite way from faithful kings. He embraces Baal worship, child sacrifice, foreign alliances and the gods of Damascus. Yet in the middle of Judah’s disaster, Oded rebukes victorious Israel and produces a remarkable act of mercy toward captives.
1. Distress does not automatically produce repentance
Ahaz becomes worse in the time of his distress. (2 Chronicles 28:22).
2. Baalim are false cults, not independent supernatural beings
The idols have no real divine power.
3. False worship can become brutally practical
Chronicles explicitly describes Ahaz burning his children in the fire.
4. Being used as an instrument of judgment does not make the instrument righteous
Israel defeats Judah but is itself rebuked by Oded.
5. Before condemning another person, examine your own sin
“Are there not with you, even with you, sins against the LORD?” (2 Chronicles 28:10).
6. Anger can exceed what justice permits
Oded says Israel’s rage reaches unto heaven.
7. Mercy should meet concrete needs
The captives are clothed, fed, shod, anointed and transported when weak.
8. Repentance should become practical restitution
The northern leaders do more than verbally apologise.
9. Buying powerful allies can deepen dependence
Ahaz sends temple wealth to Assyria.
10. Short-term political action is not the same as true strengthening
Chronicles says Assyria distressed him and did not strengthen him.
11. Do not imitate what appears successful without testing it against truth
Ahaz reasons that Syrian gods helped Syria and begins serving them.
12. The narrator rejects Ahaz’s false theology
Those gods become his ruin; they are not real rival powers.
13. Closing the temple cannot close God’s judgment
Ahaz shuts the doors and multiplies rival altars.
14. Crisis reveals what the heart has chosen
Ahaz’s distress exposes settled unbelief rather than creating it.
Closing thought
2 Chronicles 28 contrasts two responses to failure: Ahaz hardens, while northern leaders receive Oded’s rebuke and show practical mercy. Distress reveals whether we will turn or dig deeper into error.
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