
Practical Exhortations from 2 Chronicles 35
A great Passover and a final warning: past faithfulness does not remove the need to listen
Josiah’s reform reaches a high point in an exceptionally ordered Passover. Years later, however, he intervenes against Pharaoh-necho and refuses a warning that the inspired narrator says came from God. The faithful king is wounded and dies, and Judah mourns deeply.
1. Wholehearted worship can also be carefully organised
The Passover follows Mosaic law and Davidic arrangements.
2. Leaders can enable others to serve by providing generously
Josiah and the princes supply animals for worshippers and servants.
3. Different groups should perform their appointed work
Priests, Levites, singers and porters function in ordered cooperation.
4. Exceptional worship does not mean earlier generations never kept Passover
The phrase means this observance was remarkable, not that no feast occurred since Samuel.
5. The ark instruction is difficult historically
The chapter says to place it in Solomon’s house but does not explain when it had been moved.
6. Do not invent the missing history
Where Scripture is silent, reconstruction should remain cautious.
7. A long record of faithfulness does not make later judgment infallible
Josiah still makes a serious mistake.
8. God may warn through an unexpected source
The narrator says Necho’s warning was “from the mouth of God.” (2 Chronicles 35:22).
9. This does not validate every claim made by a pagan ruler
The inspired narrator specifically authenticates this warning.
10. Listen to content, not merely to the status of the messenger
Truth can arrive from surprising directions.
11. Disguise does not protect from consequence
Josiah enters battle disguised and is struck by archers.
12. One serious final error does not erase a life of genuine goodness
Chronicles still remembers his goodness according to the Law.
13. Grief can preserve the value of faithful service
Jeremiah and the singers lament Josiah.
14. Do not identify Jeremiah’s lament automatically with canonical Lamentations
The chapter does not make that claim.
15. Discernment must continue to the end
Past experience never removes the need to listen today.
Closing thought
2 Chronicles 35 holds two truths together: Josiah’s worship and goodness were real, and his final failure to listen was also real. Faithfulness must remain teachable to the end.
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