11. God's Promises to Abraham and David
God's Promise to Abraham
God called Abraham to leave his country and go to a new one. Abraham obeyed and showed his faith. He was rewarded with a promise. This promise was repeated several times, but the main elements can be seen in Genesis 17 and 22:
1. Abraham would have many children (17:2)
2. Abraham would be a father of many nations, including kings (17:3)
3. God would be his God (17:3)
4. Abraham and his children would be given the land of Canaan for ever (17:8)
5. All nations will be blessed through him (22:18)
The fact that all nations will be blessed means that everyone can benefit. These blessings were passed to Isaac and Jacob and all of Jacob's descendants (the Israelites). The fathers died not receiving the promise (Hebrews 11:13).
The Israelites did inherit the land of Canaan, which we know as the land of Israel. But it was not for ever. Israel became unfaithful and were removed.
God remembers His promise (Psalm 105:8,42). The promise will be fulfilled through Jesus (Luke 1:73; Acts 3:25,26; Galatians 3:16). By faith and baptism, we can also receive this promise (Romans 4:16; Galatians 3:7,9,26-29).
God's Promise to David
The promise of God to David is given in 1 Chronicles 17:11-14 and 2 Samuel 7:8-16. It teaches:
1. One of David's sons would be king.
2. He would build a house for God.
3. His kingdom and throne would last forever.
4. God would be his father.
The angel Gabriel identifies this son as Jesus (Luke 1:30-33). It says that Jesus would sit on the throne of David, which was in Jerusalem. Peter identifies the promise as being fulfilled in Jesus (Acts 2:29-31) and so does Paul (Acts 13:32-33).
Putting the two promises together, they teach:
1. There will be a special son of Abraham and David.
2. This special son will also be the son of God.
3. The children of Abraham will live in the Land of Canaan forever.
4. All nations will be blessed, not just Israelites.
5. A king will reign from Jerusalem forever.
6. The people of the kingdom will be people of faith.
Matthew 1:1 draws attention to this by saying that Jesus was the son of Abraham and David.
The Jews
The Jews remain the people of the promises to Abraham and David, and God's special people (Romans 3:1,2; 9:3-4; 11:1; Jeremiah 31:35-37; 33:24-26). Jews and Gentiles are to be fellow-heirs (Ephesians 2:11-21). Salvation is through the Jews (John 4:22).
The Jews have been scattered because of wickedness (Deuteronomy 28:49-52,64; Jeremiah 30:11; 31:10). They have been gathered because of God's grace (Ezekiel 36:24; 37:21). This has happened even in relatively recent times (in 1948 when Israel became a nation again) and shows that God is still in control. These events are needed before the return of Jesus.
