12. The birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Jesus Christ is the most important part of God's creation. He is the centre of God's Plan. God planned Jesus from the beginning, just like an architect plans a city (Hebrews 11:10).
An architect plans in stages, starting with the foundations, then the chief corner stone and then the building. In the same way, God laid the foundations with the fathers, then the chief corner stone (Jesus). He has been building the house of believers ever since.
All this was planned from the beginning. Even the believers have been chosen from the beginning as part of God's plan (Ephesians 1:4,5). His plan is to adopt us as sons through the work of Jesus Christ.
God's plan means that God was able to tell different people at different times what He was going to do. An example of this is Abraham (John 8:56) and David (Acts 2:25,26). Both Abraham and David understood God's plan with a special son long before Jesus existed. They knew this because of the promises. They did not know that his name but they knew there would be a special son from their lineage. Jesus was son of Abraham and son of David (Matthew 1:1).
Much of Jesus' life had been foretold in the Old Testament. He was to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:6). He was to be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23). There are many examples of this (Luke 24:27,44; John 1:45). The four gospels describe his life, death, and resurrection.
From Birth to Resurrection
Jesus had a beginning. He did not exist before he was born. His birth and development are in the early chapters of Luke. His conception was miraculous. There was no human father because God was his father (Luke 1:26-35). The pregnancy and birth of Jesus were normal. The baby grew in a normal way (Luke 2:40).
When Jesus was 12 years old, he went to the temple at Jerusalem and amazed the teachers by his understanding. He continued to grow (Luke 2:41-52). We are then not told anything until Jesus was 30 when he was baptised (Luke 3:21-23). He then received the Holy Spirit and the approval voice of God. He was tempted to misuse the power and his role as God's son. He resisted (Hebrews 4:15). He preached repentance and the good news of the kingdom and healed (Matthew 4:17,23,24).
Jesus made disciples and asked them to follow him. There were many teachings to be followed, including the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and the parables.
Jesus did what was good and right. He was sinless (Hebrews 4:15; 2 Corinthians 5:21,
1 John 3:5, 1 Peter 2:22) but was killed. This was part of God's plan (Acts 2:22,23). He was killed by professional killers who made sure he was dead. He died like any man. He did not exist for 3 days. His body was put in a tomb. He was raised to eternal life by God (Acts 1:3; 2:24). He taught his disciples for 40 days (Acts 1:8). He then went to heaven where he awaits to return to the earth (Acts 1:9-11). He is now at the right hand of God in heaven (1 Peter 3:22; Acts 7:55,56).
Questions you may be asked
Was Jesus God? No. Jesus was a man (1 Timothy 2:5; 1 Corinthians 15:21; Hebrews 2:14-18; 5:1-3; Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 2:22-23). To be the son of Abraham and David, he had to be a normal descendent of them.
There are several important differences between Jesus and God. God is immortal (1 Timothy 6:16) Jesus was not. And when Jesus died, it was God who had to save him from death (Hebrews 5:7,8). Only God is 'good' (Mark 10:18). God cannot be tempted (James 1:13) but Jesus was. God cannot be seen (1 Timothy 6:16; Colossians 1:15) but Jesus was.
Unlike God, Jesus had limited understanding (Mark 13:13; Hebrews 5:8) and limited authority (1 Corinthians 15:27,28). He did the will of God (Matthew 26:39; John 8:29). God was greater than Jesus (John 14:28; 1 Corinthians 11:3; John 10:29; Philippians 2:6).
God was the God of Jesus (1 Peter 1:3; John 20:17; Mark 15:34; Ephesians 1:3,17). Jesus says there is only one God (Mark 12:29-32; John 5:43,44). Jesus was separate from God (1 Corinthians 8:6; Acts 2:22,23).
Jesus had abilities that were given to other men - the forgiveness of sins (John 20:23; Matthew 18:18), to receive worship (1 Chronicles 29:20; Daniel 2:46) and to be called Lord (any king or ruler is called Lord).
The Jews misunderstood Jesus and thought he was claiming to be God on several occasions. One was when he called God his 'Father.' Jesus argued against being God (John 5:17-19). Another was saying Jesus was 'one' with his Father (John 10:30-36). Believers are to be 'one' with the Father as well as Jesus (John 17:20-23).
Does John 1:1 speak of Jesus existing from the beginning and being God? A literal translation of John 1:1 is "In beginning was the word and the word was towards God and the word was God". This does not mention Jesus.
The order of teaching in John chapter 1 is:
1. about the word of God (verses 1-5), 2)
2. then about John the Baptist coming preaching the word (verses 6-9), 3)
3. then about Jesus coming as the word of God in flesh (verses 10-14).
The "beginning" that John speaks of is the beginning mentioned in the other places (Mark 1:1 and Luke 1:3 and 1 John 1:1-2). This is the beginning of the times of John the Baptist and Jesus. The word of God came in the beginning of these days through angels who told John's father (Luke 1:11-17) and Jesus's mother (Luke 1:26-38) about the birth of John the Baptist and Jesus. God's plan always starts with God's word because God has to give the order to start the next phase of His plan.
John 1:1 uses the word with a capital, 'Word'. The capital is not in the original Greek. John 1:2,3 uses the word 'him' to describe the 'word'. A noun like 'word' should be translated by the word 'it'.
Does 1 Peter 3:19-20 teach that Christ continued living after his death? This teaches that when Jesus was raised from the dead he went and preached to "spirits in prison." Prison is a term used for those who are bound under sin (Galatians 3:22,23; Isaiah 42:7; 61:1; Psalm 102:19,20). The 'spirits' is another way of saying the people (Numbers 16:22; 27:16). Jesus went to people who were still under sin and spoke about the kingdom of God to them (Acts 1:3,4; John 20:19).
Does Philippians 2:6-8 teach that Jesus is God? Translations sometimes confuse these verses. A literal translation of the Greek is: "Who being in the form of God, did not consider equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a slave, being in the likeness of a man, and being found in outward appearance as a man, he humbled himself, being obedient to death, even death on a cross."
This teaches that Jesus did not consider himself equal with God. He was physically like God because he was of human form. He was like God in character because of his perfect character. Even with a godly character, he did not consider himself equal with God. We are also in human form, but we need to be trans-formed (similar word to 'form') into God's character too (Romans 12:2).
Why is Jesus called 'God' in several places? This is because Jesus represents God. This is like a ambassador who takes on the name of a king and acts in the king's name. It is the same with angels who represent God (see section on angels). Jesus said he came in his father's name (John 5:43,44) as a ambassador of God. Humans can also carry the name of God (John 10:34-36). We will look at several other examples where Jesus is called God:
John 20:28. Thomas said to Jesus, "My Lord and my God." Thomas had not believed in the resurrection up until this point. He had previously asked Jesus a question about 'the way' (John 14:5). In reply, Jesus said, "If you really knew me, you would know the father as well" (verse 7) and "Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father... Don't you believe that I am in the Father and that the Father is in me" (verse 9,10). After seeing the resurrected Jesus, Thomas could now say he believed in Jesus and the Father. In seeing Jesus, he was seeing the Father as well. This did not mean that Jesus was God, because Jesus still identifies God as his God in the same way Mary did (verse 17).
The name 'Emmanuel'in Matthew 1:23. The name means 'God with us'. This is like many names which include the name of God. Gabriel means 'mighty one of God' and Michael means 'who like God.' These angels were named after God, but they were independent from God. It is the same with Emmanuel.
Hebrews 1:8-9,10-12. Hebrews 1 explains why Jesus has a name that is greater than the angels (verse 4). Several passages in the Old Testament that refer to God are also in Hebrews 1 and applied to Jesus. Hebrews 1:8,9 are from Psalm 45:6,7. God's throne will be given to Jesus because Jesus will sit on the throne in the kingdom. The Psalm also makes clear that God is still the God of Jesus in Psalm 45:9. Hebrews 1:10-12 are from Psalm 102:25-27. Hebrews 1:10 applies to God whereas verse 12 applies to Jesus. God and Jesus are working together to bring about the new heavens and earth.
Did Jesus exist before his birth? Jesus was a man, so he did not. Much of this misunderstanding is because of misunderstanding about the plan of God.
Before God made the world, He had a plan of what He was going to do. This is like an architect who plans out a city. He plans the different stages, who will do the work, and what it will look like in the end. God knows from beginning to the end (Isaiah 46:9,10, 37:26). He invites us to join this plan which He had from the beginning (Matthew 25:34).
Because it is all planned out, He can tell us what is going to happen, even the specific people at specific times (Isaiah 44:8; Amos 3:7). Jesus's life was planned (1 Peter 1:20). Abraham was able to understand some of the plan with Jesus and rejoiced at it (John 8:56-58). David could 'foresee' Jesus (Acts 2:30-31). Both Abraham and David knew of the coming of Jesus from the promises of God they received. Jesus was to be a descendent of both Abraham and David. Jesus had to be born after them otherwise these promises do not make sense.
The birth of Jesus was like any other person. It took 9 months of pregnancy for the baby Jesus to be formed. If Jesus was a God, then why did it take this time?
When we compare the birth of Jesus with the birth of John the Baptist, we find that the same words were used to describe them both. The words for 'conceive', 'with child, 'bore', 'bare' and 'birth' are used both of John's birth and the birth of Jesus. There is no difference. The birth of Jesus was like any other baby.
Jesus grew like any child. He was not full-grown as if he had come from heaven and taken on a man's body. The words "the child grew"for Jesus (Luke 2:40) are the same words used of the growth of John the Baptist. Jesus learned obedience and obeyed his earthly parents just like any other child should do (Hebrews 5:8). The birth and growth of Jesus only makes sense if Jesus had a normal human beginning.
Jesus's death and resurrection was planned (Acts 2:22,23; Revelation 13:8). In the same way believers were planned from the beginning (2 Timothy 1:9,10; Ephesians 1:4,5). Of course, the believers did not exist then. The same is true of Jesus. He only existed after his birth. God planned for Jesus to have glory and He planned it from the beginning (John 17:5,24).
Was Jesus the creator? Jesus did not exist before his birth, so he cannot have been. People who say this are confused by the 'new creation'.
The new creation is the spiritual creation that comes about because of the work of Jesus. Jesus is the first of those who has been raised to eternal life (1 Corinthians 15:20) and is the firstborn of this new creation (Colossians 1:15; Revelation 1:5). After Jesus, there will be those who have been made like Jesus in the future. This is the new creation.
The new creation is a creation of those created in Jesus Christ. Those baptised and following Christ are new creatures and are part of the new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15; Ephesians 2:10; 4:22,23; 1 Peter 1:23).
It is because of this that all things of the new creation come 'through' and 'by' Jesus (1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:16).
Jesus gives life to this new creation (John 5:21; 17:2; 1 John 5:13). This is like the original creation which God gave life to.
Jesus is making the new creation for God's glory. This is like the original creation that God made for His glory (Revelation 4:11; Numbers 14:21; Habukkuk 2:14). The believers of the new creation will share in this glory (Romans 8:18).
