13. The Return of Jesus
Jesus is now in heaven but will return to the earth (Acts 1:10,11; 3:20-21; John 14:2,3). When he comes, he will reward believers based on the life they lived (Matthew 16:27, Revelation 22:12). The first thing he will do is raise the dead and judge them (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:1).
The Resurrection
The believers who have already died will be raised from the dead. There can be no life after death unless they are raised. The resurrection is taught in many places (John 5:24-29; John 11:25-26; 1 Corinthians 15; Acts 24:15; Romans 6:5; Philippians 3:10,11).
The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection and were corrected by Jesus (Matthew 22:23-32). Some Corinthians did not believe in the resurrection and were corrected by Paul (1 Corinthians 15:12-23). Some of the Thessalonians and others thought the resurrection had finished and were corrected by Paul (1 Thessalonians 4:13-16; 2 Timothy 2:16-18). People are still confused today.
Not everyone who ever lived will be raised (Romans 2:12; Daniel 12:2; Isaiah 26:13,14, Jeremiah 51:57). Those without faith cannot please God (Hebrews 11:5) so those who never had faith will not be raised.
The resurrected believers will be gathered to the place of judgment (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17; Luke 17:30,36). This describes aerial transport in the way that Philip, Elijah, and the disciples were transported (Acts 8:39-40; 1 Kings 18:12; John 6:21).
The Judgment
Believers will be judged based on their life (Psalm 62:12; Ecclesiates 12:14; Jeremiah 17:10; Matthew 16:27; Romans 14:10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 22:12). Many parables teach this - wheat and weeds (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43), fishes in a net (Matthew 13:47-50), sheep and goats (Matthew 25:31-46).
Flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 15:50; Philippians 3:21). Those who are righteous will receive honour and eternal life (Romans 2:7; Matthew 25:21,34). Those who are wicked will receive shame and death (Daniel 12:2; Matthew 8:11,12; Romans 2:5-11).
The Kingdom
Once the believers have been judged, the righteous will enter the kingdom of God.
Jesus will rule from Jerusalem (Luke 1:32; Jeremiah 3:17). The righteous will be given positions of rulership over the kingdom of God (Daniel 7:27; Revelation 5:10).
There are still the remaining mortal people on the earth at this point (Isaiah 65:17-20). This period lasts 1000 years and is called the 'Millenium' (Revelation 20:1-6). It is only at the end of this period that death will be destroyed, and Jesus will hand the rulership of the kingdom to God (1 Corinthians 15:22-28; Revelation 20:14; 21:4).
