Topic for Information: The Law of Moses and the Christian today
When Israel became the people of God, God made a covenant with them. God would look after them if they obeyed His commands (Exodus 19:4-8). He also gave instructions on how to make the Tabernacle, how to set up the duties of the priests and how to carry out the various sacrifices. Together these laws are known as the "Law of Moses". It is the covenant agreement between God and the Israelites.
The Law of Moses was given until Jesus came (Galatians 3:19). It pointed forward to the blessings of Christ (Hebrews 10:1). The Law of Moses was like a shadow. It gave the outline of God's purpose with Jesus, but it was not Jesus. Now Jesus has come, we do not need to keep the Law of Moses. The reality of Jesus is better than the shadow.
The early Christians were all Jews who kept the Law of Moses. The gospel was then preached to the 'Gentiles' - that is, to non-Jews. The early church leaders met to discuss whether Gentiles needed to keep the Law of Moses. We are given the details of their discussion in Acts 15. We read about their conclusion in Acts 15:19,20. The Gentile Christians did not need to keep the Law of Moses. The church leaders wrote to the Gentiles instructing them with 4 specific things, because of the sensitivities of the Jewish Christians. Gentiles were asked to:
1. not eat food that had been sacrificed to idols,
2. not commit sexual immorality (Christians were not to do this either),
3. not eat meat of strangled animals. This is meat with blood in it. Eating this type of food would prevent Jewish Christians eating with Gentile Christians. This does not apply to us today. And
4. not murder. Christ also asks us to avoid this.
We do not need to follow the Law of Moses today. We do not need a temple or priests or sacrifices. These have all been replaced by the coming of Jesus.
Not all Jewish Christians were happy about the end of the Law of Moses. Many of them taught that Gentiles should keep the Law. Paul's letter to the Galatians particularly addresses this issue.
Today there are various Christian groups who take things from the Law of Moses and argue that we should keep them now. We will give four examples:
1. Tithing. Tithing is where one gives 10% of one's income to the church. This is found in Leviticus 27:32. Under Christ, we should give to the work of the Lord, but there is no fixed amount. We are the ones who decides what to give and we should give cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7).
2. Priests. God ordained priests to present the sacrifices required by the Law of Moses. Under Christ there is no need for priests because Jesus gave his life in sacrifice once and for all. We are all brothers and there is no brother higher than another (Matthew 23:8).
3. Sabbath. Under Christ, the Sabbath laws do not need to be kept (Colossians 2:16-17, Galatians 4:9-11). There are no special days in Christ. In Christ, we break bread usually do this on the first day of the week, which is Sunday, but there is no command to do it on a specific day.
4. Food. In Christ, all foods are clean (Mark 7:19).
If anyone wants to keep the Law of Moses, they must keep the whole of the law not just part of it. But why would anyone want to go back to the Law, which is a shadow, when we have the real thing in Christ?
