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God's Promises to David
READING  •  2 SAMUEL 7
	A promise that reaches far beyond David
David wanted to build a house for God. Instead, God promised to build David a 'house' - a continuing family line - and to establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. The promise had an immediate connection with Solomon, but its fullest fulfilment is in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of David whose kingdom will have no end.


The shepherd boy who became king
David lived about a thousand years before the birth of Jesus. He was born in Bethlehem, the youngest son of Jesse. As a young shepherd he trusted God and defeated Goliath. God sent the prophet Samuel to anoint him as the future king of Israel, although Saul was still reigning.
Saul later became jealous of David and repeatedly tried to kill him. David spent years as a fugitive, but he would not seize the throne by force. In God's time Saul died in battle, and after further trials David became king. Jerusalem became the centre of his kingdom.
David wanted to build a house for God
When David considered his own settled house and remembered that the ark of God was still kept in a tent, he wanted to build a permanent house for the LORD. Nathan the prophet at first encouraged him, but that night God gave Nathan a different message. David would not build the temple; instead, God would make a remarkable covenant concerning David's descendants and kingdom.
	“And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.”
2 Samuel 7:12  •  King James Version

	“He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.”
2 Samuel 7:13  •  King James Version

	The word “seed”
In the Bible, 'seed' can mean a descendant. The promise therefore concerns a son or descendant of David. Solomon was part of its first fulfilment, but the words about an everlasting throne point beyond Solomon to a greater Son of David.




Solomon - and a greater Son of David
Solomon, David's son, did build the temple in Jerusalem and succeeded David as king. In that sense, important parts of the promise were fulfilled in him. But Solomon's reign ended, and the kingdom later declined. The promise that David's throne would be established 'for ever' therefore looks beyond Solomon.
	“I will be his father, and he shall be my son.”
2 Samuel 7:14 (opening words)  •  King James Version


The New Testament identifies Jesus as the promised royal Son of David. When the angel Gabriel spoke to Mary, he described both the divine sonship of Jesus and his future kingship on David's throne:
	“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”
Luke 1:32-33  •  King James Version

	“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”
Luke 1:35 (excerpt)  •  King James Version

	Two levels in the promise
2 Samuel 7 speaks first within David's own royal line. The words about discipline for iniquity (verse 14) plainly fit fallible descendants such as Solomon and later kings. Jesus, however, was without sin. The everlasting throne and kingdom reach their complete fulfilment in him. Reading the passage this way avoids forcing every phrase to apply in exactly the same manner to both Solomon and Jesus.


Born to be King
Jesus was recognised from his birth as the promised King. The wise men who came to Jerusalem asked:
	“Where is he that is born King of the Jews?”
Matthew 2:2 (excerpt)  •  King James Version


Years later, when Pilate asked Jesus whether he was the King of the Jews, Jesus replied, 'Thou sayest it' (Mark 15:2). The title was therefore not an invention of later Christians; kingship belongs to the Bible's own presentation of Jesus.


A kingdom that reaches all nations
The Son of David is not only King of Israel. God's purpose through him extends to all peoples. Isaiah speaks of the servant of God as a light to the Gentiles and as God's salvation reaching to the end of the earth:
	“I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.”
Isaiah 49:6 (excerpt)  •  King James Version


When Jesus returns, the throne promised to David will be established in Jerusalem, but the blessing of his rule will be worldwide. This agrees with the earlier lessons: the Kingdom of God is centred in the promises made to Israel, yet its peace and righteousness extend over the whole earth.
What did the promise mean for David?
David understood that God's words concerned his family long after his own lifetime. He responded with gratitude and humility in 2 Samuel 7:18-29. God had promised that David's 'house' - his royal line - and his kingdom would be established for ever.
	“And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.”
2 Samuel 7:16  •  King James Version


David continued to reflect on this covenant. Psalm 89 recalls the promise in language of enduring mercy and an established throne:
	“I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations.”
Psalm 89:3-4  •  King James Version

	David and the resurrection
The source lesson rightly connects David's hope with resurrection, but 2 Samuel 7:16 by itself does not explain the whole doctrine. The wider Bible teaching shows that faithful people such as David died without receiving the final fulfilment of the promises and will share it when God raises the faithful and gives eternal life. Hebrews 11 brings this principle together clearly.


The promised “house”
The word 'house' has more than one meaning. David wished to build a physical house - a temple - for God. God, however, also spoke of David's 'house' as his family or dynasty. Solomon built the temple, while the continuing royal house reaches its goal in Jesus Christ. The New Testament also uses the picture of God's people as a spiritual household built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ as the chief corner stone (Ephesians 2:19-22).


Reading the promise carefully
The original lesson helpfully set out 2 Samuel 7 verse by verse. The table below keeps that approach while distinguishing the immediate Davidic dynasty from the ultimate fulfilment in Christ.
	VERSE
	PROMISE
	HOW IT IS FULFILLED

	7:12
	After David sleeps with his fathers, God will set up his seed and establish his kingdom.
	Solomon belongs to David's line, but the promise also points forward to a later descendant whose kingdom is everlasting.

	7:13
	The descendant will build a house for God, and the throne of his kingdom will be established for ever.
	Solomon built the temple. Jesus is the everlasting King and is associated with God's spiritual house.

	7:14a
	“I will be his father, and he shall be my son.”
	The language applies to the Davidic kingly line and receives its supreme fulfilment in Jesus, who is literally the Son of God.

	7:14b-15
	If the royal descendant commits iniquity, God will chasten him, yet His mercy will not depart as it did from Saul.
	This clause fits sinful kings in David's dynasty. Jesus did no sin, so the disciplinary condition was never required in his case.

	7:16
	David's house, kingdom and throne are to be established for ever.
	The final, everlasting fulfilment is the reign of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, on David's throne.


The first verse of the New Testament
Matthew begins by deliberately linking Jesus with the two great covenant promises already studied - those made to David and to Abraham:
	“The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”
Matthew 1:1  •  King James Version


That single verse is a reminder that the New Testament does not replace the Old Testament. It depends upon it. To understand who Jesus is, why he is called the Christ, and what Kingdom he will establish, we need the promises God made centuries earlier.
Something to look forward to
Hebrews 11 speaks of faithful servants of God who died in faith without yet receiving the final fulfilment of the promise. Their hope is joined with the hope offered to believers today:
	“And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.”
Hebrews 11:39-40  •  King James Version


Abraham, David and other faithful people await the same future completion of God's purpose. When Christ returns, the faithful will be raised, judged and, if accepted, given eternal life in the Kingdom of God on earth.


SUMMARY
	1
	David was chosen by God to be king.
He began as a shepherd in Bethlehem, endured years of trial, and eventually reigned from Jerusalem.

	2
	God made a covenant with David.
Instead of allowing David to build the temple, God promised to establish David's house, kingdom and throne.

	3
	The promise had an immediate fulfilment in Solomon.
Solomon was David's son, became king and built the temple, but neither his reign nor the old kingdom lasted for ever.

	4
	The complete fulfilment is in Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the Son of David and the Son of God. He will receive David's throne, reign over the house of Jacob, and his kingdom will have no end.

	5
	The Kingdom will bless all nations.
The Son of David is also a light to the Gentiles, and his rule will extend throughout the earth.

	6
	The faithful may share the promise.
David and other faithful servants await resurrection and the completion of God's purpose when Jesus returns.


	Chapters to read
1 Samuel 17; 1 Chronicles 17; Psalm 89


LEARN BY HEART  •  1 CHRONICLES 17:11-12
	“And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with thy fathers, that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build me an house, and I will stablish his throne for ever.”
1 Chronicles 17:11-12  •  King James Version
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