
	[image: ]
	CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE POSTAL COURSE
	LESSON 1





	[image: ]
	CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE POSTAL COURSE
	LESSON 34



Our Duty to the State
READING  •  1 PETER 2
	Two loyalties — one first place
A disciple of Jesus lives within a human nation and should be a peaceful, honest and law-abiding citizen. Yet the believer’s highest loyalty is to God and to His coming Kingdom. Usually these duties fit together; when they genuinely conflict, God must come first.


God is calling a people from every nation
In Bible times Israel was constituted as God’s nation. Today the Gospel calls men and women from every people and language to belong to Christ. John describes the redeemed as a great multitude drawn from all nations:
	“A great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb.”
Revelation 7:9  •  King James Version


Their hope is centred on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ and the establishment of God’s Kingdom on earth. This gives believers a citizenship and loyalty that reaches beyond any present political system.
God’s Kingdom in the past
At Sinai, God made a covenant with Israel and gave them His law (Exodus 19:1–8). In that arrangement the law of God was also the law of the nation. Later, kings ruled in Jerusalem on what Scripture calls “the throne of the LORD” (1 Chronicles 29:23).
That situation did not continue. Because of persistent disobedience, the northern kingdom was conquered by Assyria and Judah was later carried into Babylon. Faithful Israelites then found themselves living under governments that did not share their faith. Their experiences help us think about Christian life within the nations of the present age.
Daniel — faithful to God, useful to the state
Daniel and his companions provide some of the clearest examples. They served foreign rulers conscientiously, yet refused commands that required them to disobey God.
	SITUATION
	FAITHFUL RESPONSE
	LESSON

	Daniel 1:8 — food from the king’s provision would defile Daniel’s conscience.
	Daniel requested an alternative rather than creating needless confrontation.
	Obey God while acting respectfully and wisely.

	Daniel 3 — the king commanded worship of the golden image.
	Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to worship it, even under threat of death.
	Worship belongs to God alone.

	Daniel 6 — prayer to anyone except the king was forbidden for thirty days.
	Daniel continued his regular prayers to God, as he had done before.
	A law cannot take away a duty owed to God.


	The principle
Christians should obey the law of the country in which they live unless obedience to that law would require disobedience to God. Even then, the believer should act openly, peaceably and without unnecessary provocation.




Jesus under Roman rule
The Lord Jesus lived in a land governed by Rome. He did not tell his disciples to ignore civil obligations simply because the rulers were imperfect. When asked about tribute to Caesar, he gave a principle that still guides believers:
	“Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.”
Matthew 22:21  •  King James Version


There are things properly owed to civil government: lawful taxes, honesty in public dealings, respect for authority and conduct that promotes peace. Paul develops this in Romans 13 and specifically says, “Tribute to whom tribute is due” (Romans 13:7).
Respect for authority
	“Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him.”
1 Peter 2:13–14  •  King James Version


Peter was writing to believers who did not control the political system around them. His instruction was not to become lawless or quarrelsome, but to live honourably. The same chapter says, “Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king” (1 Peter 2:17).
	Submission is not worship
Respecting civil authority does not mean treating rulers as morally infallible, agreeing with every policy, or giving the State the worship and absolute loyalty that belong to God. The Christian respects authority because God commands orderly and peaceful conduct.


When human authority conflicts with God
The apostles themselves faced this problem. The authorities commanded them to stop teaching in the name of Jesus. Their reply was simple and decisive:
	“We ought to obey God rather than men.”
Acts 5:29  •  King James Version


This was not a slogan for resisting laws we dislike. It applied when the authorities directly required something contrary to God’s command. The apostles accepted the consequences of their obedience and continued their witness without attempting violent rebellion.
Jesus and the kingdoms of this world
	“My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight ... but now is my kingdom not from hence.”
John 18:36  •  King James Version


The expression “not of this world” does not mean that Christ’s Kingdom will never be on earth. Jesus was explaining that its origin and authority were not derived from the political order then surrounding him. His servants were not to establish his kingship by fighting for him. The Kingdom will come by God’s action when Christ returns.


Politics and the Christadelphian position
Christadelphians have traditionally understood these principles to mean that disciples should remain politically neutral. Our hope is not that one human party or government will establish the Kingdom of God, but that Jesus Christ will return and rule the earth in righteousness.
For that reason Christadelphians normally do not stand for political office, campaign for political parties, or vote in elections. This is a conclusion drawn from our understanding of Christian separation and allegiance to the coming King; it is not a statement that every individual verse directly mentions modern elections.
	“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”
1 Peter 2:9  •  King James Version


Peter’s words give believers a positive identity. Separation is not withdrawal from caring about neighbours. Christians should be helpful, compassionate, honest and useful members of society, showing the character of Christ in daily life.
War, military service and the use of force
The original lesson connected Christian separation with military service. Christadelphians have historically taken a conscientious-objection position: disciples of Christ should not take human life in war or place themselves under orders to do so. This is rooted in Christ’s teaching about loving enemies, his refusal to advance his Kingdom by force, and the expectation that believers wait for God’s Kingdom rather than fight for the kingdoms of men.
	“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”
Matthew 5:44  •  King James Version


	Conscience should be thought through before a crisis
Questions about military service, armed occupations or compulsory national service should be considered from Scripture before a difficult situation arises. Where the law provides a recognised conscientious-objection process, believers should use it honestly and respectfully.


Police and occupations involving coercive force
The same concern can arise in occupations that may require the use of lethal force, participation in warfare, or actions that violate Christian conscience. Not every form of public service presents the same problem, so sweeping statements should be avoided. A believer should examine the actual duties of a role and ask whether those duties can be carried out consistently with the law of Christ.
Many forms of public service—health care, education, administration, emergency response, engineering, welfare and countless others—can be valuable ways of serving neighbours. The issue is not whether an employer is connected with the State, but whether the work itself requires the disciple to disobey God.
Oaths and truthful speech
Christadelphians have also traditionally been cautious about oaths of allegiance and other solemn promises that appear to give an earthly power an unconditional claim on the believer’s loyalty. Jesus taught straightforward truthfulness: “Let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay” (Matthew 5:37). In many legal systems an affirmation can be used instead of an oath.


Taxes, laws and civic responsibilities
Political neutrality does not cancel ordinary civic duties. Scripture requires payment of taxes, respect for authority and honest conduct.
	“Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.”
Romans 13:7  •  King James Version


The disciple should pay what is legally due, keep agreements, respect others’ rights and deal truthfully with public authorities.
Can a Christian challenge wrongdoing?
Respect for government does not require silence about injustice. Paul himself used lawful protections available to him as a Roman citizen (Acts 22:25–29; 25:10–12).
	Peaceful and lawful action
A Christian may report wrongdoing, appeal an unfair decision or defend legal rights through lawful channels. Honesty, restraint and respect should mark the disciple’s conduct.


The Christian’s first responsibility
Governments and laws change, but God remains supreme. Christian conduct must not be driven by party loyalty, nationalism, anger or fear.
	“Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above.”
John 19:11  •  King James Version


Jesus said this while facing an unjust sentence. His confidence was in his Father, and that example helps believers remain steady when authorities disappoint them.
Living as strangers and pilgrims
Peter calls believers “strangers and pilgrims” (1 Peter 2:11). We still work, raise families, help neighbours and fulfil lawful duties, but the present age is not our final hope.
	THE STATE MAY RIGHTLY EXPECT
	GOD MUST ALWAYS RECEIVE

	Lawful obedience, taxes and peaceful conduct
	Worship, first loyalty and obedience when human commands conflict with His

	Respect for rulers and officials
	Faith, conscience and moral allegiance

	Responsible service to neighbours
	Trust that His Kingdom, not human politics, will finally put the world right




A positive witness in society
The Christian is not called merely to avoid politics, war or wrongdoing. Peter tells believers to live honourably so that others may see their good works and glorify God (1 Peter 2:12). Disciples should be trustworthy, truthful, compassionate and useful to their neighbours.
	The balance
Obey the State where you can. Respect its officials. Pay what is due. Use lawful processes honestly. Do good to your neighbours. But never give any human authority the obedience, worship or allegiance that belongs to God alone.


SUMMARY
	1
	God comes first. Our highest allegiance is to God and to the Lord Jesus Christ.


	2
	Obey lawful authority. Be peaceful and honest; pay taxes and fulfil ordinary civic duties.


	3
	When there is conflict, obey God. “We ought to obey God rather than men.”


	4
	Remain separate, but do good. Christadelphians traditionally avoid party politics, voting and military service, while serving neighbours and using lawful processes honestly.


	Chapters to read
Daniel 3  •  Daniel 6  •  Romans 13  •  Matthew 22:15–22  •  Acts 4–5  •  1 Peter 2


LEARN BY HEART  •  1 PETER 2:9–11
	“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;”
1 Peter 2:9–11  •  King James Version
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