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How We Think of Other People Matters to God
READING  •  JAMES 2
	The royal law
Christian conduct begins with love for God and love for our neighbour. The way we think about people matters because thoughts quickly become words, attitudes and actions.


Who is my neighbour?
A lawyer once asked Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life. The answer joined love for God with love for one’s neighbour. When the lawyer then asked, “And who is my neighbour?”, Jesus answered with the parable of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan showed mercy to a wounded stranger whom others had passed by.
	“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.”
Luke 10:27  •  King James Version


The lesson is deliberately practical. A neighbour is not merely someone we know, like, or regard as belonging to our own group. Jesus ended the parable with the command, “Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37).
No “respect of persons”
James applies the same principle inside the Christian assembly. He describes a rich visitor being treated with honour while a poor visitor is pushed aside. The problem is not wealth or poverty in itself; the sin is partiality — deciding that one person deserves more respect because of appearance, status or possessions.
	“My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.”
James 2:1  •  King James Version


	“If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.”
James 2:8–9  •  King James Version


The source lesson rightly applies this beyond wealth. Ethnic background, tribe, skin colour, disability, education, occupation or social position must never become reasons for contempt. Every person is a creature of God; every baptized believer belongs to the one family in Christ.


One in Christ Jesus
	“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”
Galatians 3:26–28  •  King James Version


Paul wrote in a world divided by ethnicity, legal status, wealth and sex. These differences did not determine a disciple’s standing before God. In Christ, none has a superior claim to salvation, fellowship or dignity.
	A worldly way of thinking
	A Christ-like way of thinking

	“This person is wealthy or important, so I should impress them.”
	Give honour fairly; do not measure people by possessions or influence.

	“People from that race, tribe or nation are all the same.”
	Judge conduct individually; reject prejudice and sweeping stereotypes.

	“This person is poor, disabled, elderly or uneducated, so they matter less.”
	Recognise dignity, listen patiently and make room for every person to contribute.

	“My ecclesial role makes me more important.”
	Responsibility is service. In Christ, leadership is not a licence for pride.

	“I dislike this person, therefore I may speak harshly about them.”
	Love governs speech even when correction or disagreement is necessary.


Our words reveal our attitudes
What we think about others eventually appears in the way we speak. A cutting comment, a contemptuous label or a repeated stereotype may seem small, but it can wound a person and damage fellowship. James uses the picture of a small fire becoming a great blaze.
	“Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!”
James 3:5  •  King James Version


	“Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.”
James 3:9–10  •  King James Version


Before speaking about someone
Is what I am about to say true — or am I assuming motives I cannot know?
Is it necessary and useful, or am I merely criticising?
Would I say the same thing if the person were present?
Am I speaking to solve a problem, or to make another person look smaller?
Can I say it with the same mercy I hope God will show to me?


“Judge not” — what did Jesus mean?
Jesus warns strongly against a censorious spirit: spotting a tiny fault in another person while ignoring a much greater fault in ourselves. His words do not mean that disciples must never distinguish right from wrong. In the same chapter he tells them to beware of false prophets and to recognise them by their fruits.
	“Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.”
Matthew 7:1–2  •  King James Version


	“Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.”
Matthew 7:5  •  King James Version


	Judgement Jesus warns against
	Discernment Jesus requires

	Quick condemnation of a person’s character or motives.
	Careful judgement between truth and error by Scripture.

	Finding faults in others while excusing the same or greater faults in ourselves.
	Examining ourselves first, then helping another person humbly.

	Treating people as permanently worthless because they have failed.
	Recognising sin while leaving room for repentance, forgiveness and change.

	Prejudice based on group, appearance or status.
	Assessing teaching and conduct by their “fruits”.

	Gossip or public shaming.
	Speaking directly and constructively when a real problem needs attention.


	“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits.”
Matthew 7:15–16  •  King James Version


Start with self-examination
The “mote and beam” picture is deliberately memorable. Jesus does not tell us never to help a brother or sister with a fault; he tells us to deal honestly with ourselves first. Humility changes the tone of correction. Instead of “I am better than you,” the attitude becomes, “I also need God’s mercy; how can I help?”
	A useful distinction
Christian love is not blind approval. We can identify harmful conduct, protect vulnerable people, and reject false teaching without despising the person involved or pretending that we can see everything in their heart.




Jesus goes beyond outward behaviour
Matthew 5 shows how deeply God’s standards reach. Jesus takes commandments that regulate outward conduct and applies them to the heart. Anger can feed contempt; lust can corrupt the way another person is viewed; careless oaths can make ordinary truthfulness seem unreliable; retaliation can turn hurt into a cycle of hurt.
	Teaching of Jesus
	What it asks of us

	Anger and insulting words — Matthew 5:21–24
	Seek reconciliation and refuse to use words that dehumanise or humiliate.

	Lustful looking — Matthew 5:27–28
	Do not reduce another person to an object for selfish desire.

	Truthfulness and oaths — Matthew 5:33–37
	Let ordinary speech be dependable: “Yea, yea; Nay, nay.”

	Retaliation — Matthew 5:38–42
	Do not allow personal injury to become an excuse for revenge.

	Love of enemies — Matthew 5:43–44
	Pray for those who mistreat us and refuse to answer hatred with hatred.


Respecting the name of God
	“Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”
Exodus 20:7  •  King James Version


The source lesson connects this with Jesus’ words, “Swear not at all” (Matthew 5:34). Christadelphians traditionally understand these passages as calling disciples to simple truthfulness without religious oaths. When formal testimony is required, they prefer a solemn affirmation rather than invoking God’s name to strengthen ordinary speech.
Love your enemies
	“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;”
Matthew 5:44  •  King James Version


This is one of the hardest commands in the Sermon on the Mount. Love for an enemy does not mean calling evil good, refusing necessary protection, or pretending that wrongdoing has not happened. It means refusing hatred and personal revenge, and continuing to desire what is spiritually good for the other person.
The example of Jesus
	“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”
Luke 23:34  •  King James Version


Jesus spoke these words while suffering at the hands of others. His mercy is the pattern the source lesson sets before us. Disciples cannot reproduce his perfection, but we can learn to pray rather than curse, to forgive rather than nurse bitterness, and to entrust final judgement to God.


What God looks for
Pride and arrogance often lie behind contempt for other people. Isaiah ends the source lesson by turning our attention away from human status and toward the kind of heart God values.
	“For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”
Isaiah 66:2  •  King James Version


A practical pattern for everyday relationships
	When this happens…
	Try to respond like this…

	Someone irritates or offends you.
	Wait before speaking. Ask whether anger is controlling your judgement.

	You hear an accusation or piece of gossip.
	Do not pass it on. Seek facts and fairness rather than excitement.

	Someone is different from you.
	Be curious and respectful instead of relying on stereotypes.

	A brother or sister has a fault.
	Examine yourself first; if help is needed, speak humbly and constructively.

	Someone treats you as an enemy.
	Pray, refuse revenge, and do what is right before God.

	You realise that you have spoken or acted wrongly.
	Admit it, apologise, seek forgiveness and change your behaviour.


The royal law in daily life
The test is not whether we feel naturally warm towards every person. Christian love is a decision to treat people according to God’s standards: with justice, mercy, truthfulness and humility. That begins in our thoughts, becomes visible in our words, and is proved by our actions.
SUMMARY
	1
	God condemns partiality. We must not measure people by wealth, race, tribe, appearance, disability or social position.

	2
	Our words matter. Harsh, contemptuous speech can expose wrong attitudes in the heart and damage others.

	3
	“Judge not” forbids hypocrisy, not discernment. We examine ourselves first while still testing teaching and conduct by Scripture.

	4
	Jesus calls us to heart-level obedience. Anger, lust, truthfulness, retaliation and love of enemies all begin in the mind.

	5
	Humility changes relationships. A contrite disciple remembers personal need of mercy and therefore learns to show mercy to others.


	Chapters to read
Luke 10:25–37  •  James 2  •  James 3:1–12  •  Matthew 5–7  •  Isaiah 66:1–2


LEARN BY HEART  •  JAMES 2:8
“If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:”
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