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EXODUS 35
SABBATH BEFORE WORK • WILLING HEARTS • FREEWILL GIFTS • WISE-HEARTED WOMEN AND MEN • BEZALEEL AND OHOLIAB • GIFTED TO TEACH
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB 02-Gen42-Lev11.pdf, principally Exodus 35 photographed pages 73–75
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Exodus 35 begins implementation of the sanctuary instructions. Before any construction starts, Moses repeats the Sabbath command: holy work itself must remain obedient work.
The community then responds with remarkable generosity and skill. Hearts are stirred, possessions are freely offered, women and men contribute according to what they have, and skilled artisans are not only empowered to make but also to teach.
SABBATH BEFORE SANCTUARY LABOUR — EXODUS 35:1–3
Exodus 35:1–3 — holy work does not suspend obedience
Moses gathers the congregation and repeats six days of work followed by the seventh-day shabbat shabbaton, solemn/complete rest. The placement is deliberate: the sanctuary project cannot be used as an excuse to ignore Sabbath command.
Verse 3 specifically forbids kindling fire in dwellings on the Sabbath. Later Jewish applications became detailed, but the verse itself gives a concrete covenant restriction rather than a complete technology code for all later eras.
THE WILLING OFFERING — EXODUS 35:4–19
Exodus 35:4–9 — whoever is of a willing heart
Moses calls for a terumah from every person whose heart is willing. Materials repeat Exodus 25: gold, silver, nechosheth (copper/bronze), coloured yarns, linen, goats’ hair, red-dyed rams’ skins, tachash skins, acacia wood, oil, spices and stones.
As before, tachash remains uncertain and KJV “brass” is better copper/bronze. The point here is not material symbolism but willing transfer of possessions into Yahweh’s service.
Exodus 35:10–19 — wise-hearted people are called to make
Every chakam-lev, wise/skillful-hearted person, is summoned to make the dwelling, furniture, court, garments and accessories exactly as commanded. Ability creates responsibility when Yahweh has appointed the work.
ENTHUSIASM EXPRESSED IN GENEROSITY — EXODUS 35:20–29
Exodus 35:20–21 — heart and spirit before material gift
The congregation departs, then returns: everyone whose heart nasa’, lifted/stirred him, and whose spirit nadabah, made him willing/generous, brings Yahweh’s offering. The inner disposition precedes the outward gift.
Exodus 35:22–24 — men and women bring what they possess
Men and women bring gold ornaments and others bring cloth, skins, silver, copper/bronze and acacia wood. The KJV item “tablets” among jewellery is uncertain in modern English; the Hebrew kumaz likely denotes an ornament, traditionally bracelet/ornament. The important point is broad-based giving according to possession.
Exodus 35:25–26 — women’s skilled spinning
Wise-hearted women spin the coloured yarns and fine linen, while women whose hearts stir them spin goats’ hair. The chapter treats practical textile skill as holy service without reducing spirituality to public speaking or office.
Exodus 35:27–29 — rulers and the whole willing community
Rulers bring shoham and setting stones, spices and oil. The paragraph concludes that every man and woman whose heart willingly moved them brought a nedabah, freewill offering. Generosity is voluntary, varied and communal.
BEZALEEL AND OHOLIAB — EXODUS 35:30–35
Exodus 35:30–33 — Spirit-given practical wisdom
Bezalel is called by name and filled with the Spirit of God in wisdom, understanding, knowledge and craftsmanship for metal, stone and wood. The language repeats Exodus 31 and confirms that skilled making can be a Divine vocation.
Exodus 35:34–35 — gifted to teach others
Yahweh puts in the hearts of Bezalel and Oholiab the ability “that he may teach.” Their gift is not hoarded. The artisan, designer, embroiderer and weaver form a community in which mastery includes transmitting skill.
The older KJV “cunning workman” means skilful/designer craftsman, not deceitful person. Modern readers should not import the contemporary negative meaning of “cunning.”
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• Obedience comes before enthusiasm, even in sacred projects.
• The sanctuary is supplied by willing hearts rather than reluctant compulsion.
• Different people contribute different possessions and skills.
• Practical textile and craft ability are recognised as spiritual service.
• KJV “brass” is copper/bronze and tachash remains uncertain.
• Gifted leaders are expected to teach and multiply skill in others.
• The whole work remains governed by what Yahweh commanded.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Ex. 35:2
	shabbat shabbaton
	Complete/solemn Sabbath rest.

	Ex. 35:3
	kindle no fire
	Specific Sabbath covenant restriction.

	Ex. 35:5
	terumah
	Contribution/raised offering from willing heart.

	Ex. 35:5
	nechosheth
	Copper/bronze; KJV “brass” is archaic material terminology.

	Ex. 35:7
	tachash
	Hide/material unidentified with certainty.

	Ex. 35:10
	chakam-lev
	Wise/skillful-hearted.

	Ex. 35:21
	stirred/willing
	Heart and spirit motivate material gift.

	Ex. 35:22
	kumaz
	Jewellery/ornament; exact modern item uncertain.

	Ex. 35:25–26
	women spin
	Text explicitly honours women’s skilled craft contribution.

	Ex. 35:29
	nedabah
	Freewill/willing offering.

	Ex. 35:30–33
	Spirit of God in craftsmanship
	Practical skill explicitly God-given.

	Ex. 35:34
	ability to teach
	Bezalel/Oholiab are equipped to transmit skill.

	Ex. 35:35
	cunning workman
	Older English = skilful designer, not deceitful.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact identification of tachash and some ancient jewellery terms remains uncertain. Later Sabbath fire-law applications should not be read back into verse 3 as though the chapter itself defines every possible technological case. Mansfield’s material symbolism remains secondary to the chapter’s explicit emphasis on willingness, skill and obedience.
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