H. P. MANSFIELD BIBLE NOTES  •  EXODUS 36
EXODUS 36
MORE THAN ENOUGH • THE PEOPLE RESTRAINED FROM GIVING • THE PATTERN BUILT IN PRACTICE • “ONE TABERNACLE” • BOARDS, BARS, VEIL AND ENTRANCE
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB 02-Gen42-Lev11.pdf, principally Exodus 36 photographed pages 75–77
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Exodus 36 records the move from instruction to implementation. The craftsmen begin “according to all that Yahweh had commanded,” and the people’s willingness becomes so abundant that Moses must stop further giving.
The remainder deliberately repeats Exodus 26 in construction form. The repetition is the point: revealed pattern becomes obedient practice. The craftsmen do not improve, simplify or redesign Yahweh’s instructions.
THE WORK BEGINS — EXODUS 36:1–7
Exodus 36:1–2 — wisdom placed in the workers
Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled worker in whom Yahweh has placed wisdom undertake the work “according to all that Yahweh had commanded.” Moses calls those whose hearts lift/stir them to come to the work.
Giftedness and willingness are both necessary: ability without willing service is incomplete, while enthusiasm without skill and command is not enough for the appointed construction.
Exodus 36:3–7 — generosity becomes surplus
The artisans receive the freewill offerings, while the people continue to bring gifts “morning by morning.” The workers themselves report that the material is much more than enough.
Moses therefore orders men and women to stop preparing further offerings: “So the people were restrained from bringing.” The final assessment is that there was enough for all the work “and too much.” This is one of Scripture’s clearest pictures of generosity exceeding need without religious leaders continuing to solicit unnecessarily.
THE INNER CURTAINS — EXODUS 36:8–13
Exodus 36:8–13 — many curtains become one dwelling
Ten curtains of fine twisted linen with blue, purple, scarlet and cherubim are made exactly as instructed. Five are joined to five with blue loops and gold clasps.
The result is “one tabernacle.” Unity is produced not by erasing distinct parts but by correctly joining them according to the pattern.
GOATS’ HAIR AND OUTER COVERINGS — EXODUS 36:14–19
Exodus 36:14–18 — eleven goats’ hair curtains
Eleven goats’ hair curtains form the outer tent and are joined by loops and fifty nechosheth clasps. Again KJV “brass” should be read as copper/bronze.
Exodus 36:19 — rams’ skins and tachash
The outer coverings are made from red-dyed rams’ skins and tachash skins. As in Exodus 26, tachash should remain unidentified rather than confidently rendered as badger, seal or another specific animal.
Mansfield’s contrast between inner beauty and outer protective plainness is typological; the text does not explicitly say the tachash covering was visually unattractive.
BOARDS/FRAMES, SOCKETS AND BARS — EXODUS 36:20–34
Exodus 36:20–30 — upright qerashim
Acacia qerashim are made upright with two tenons each and set into silver sockets. Twenty units line each long side with additional west-end and corner construction.
As in Exodus 26, qerashim can be understood as boards or structural frames. Since the exact carpentry form is debated, the measurements and joining system are more secure than modern reconstructions.
Exodus 36:31–34 — bars hold the structure together
Bars of acacia overlaid with gold run through gold rings; the middle bar passes from end to end. The structural function supports Mansfield’s ecclesial unity application, but the literal point is a stable, integrated dwelling.
VEIL AND ENTRANCE SCREEN — EXODUS 36:35–38
Exodus 36:35–36 — the inner paroketh
The inner veil is made in blue, purple, scarlet and fine twisted linen with cherubim, hung on four gold-covered pillars in silver sockets. It separates the holy spaces just as commanded in Exodus 26.
Hebrews 10:19–20 later gives the explicit Christological veil application, so the broad type is secure.
Exodus 36:37–38 — the outer masak
The entrance screen is a masak, distinct from the paroketh, supported on five pillars with copper/bronze sockets. The construction preserves the same ordered access previously revealed.
INSTRUCTION BECOMES OBEDIENCE
Exodus 26 compared with Exodus 36
The near repetition between command and construction is intentional evidence of fidelity. What Yahweh showed Moses in pattern is reproduced in practice. The chapter therefore measures craftsmanship by obedience rather than originality.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• Skill and willingness unite in obedient service.
• Generosity can become so abundant that further giving should be stopped.
• Religious leaders are not praised for continuing to collect once the need is fully met.
• Many distinct components are joined into one dwelling.
• Construction repeats the earlier revealed pattern rather than improvising.
• KJV “brass” is copper/bronze; tachash remains uncertain.
• The veil and entrance screen preserve distinct levels of ordered access.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Ex. 36:1
	according to command
	Skill remains subordinate to revelation.

	Ex. 36:2
	heart stirred to work
	Willingness joins ability.

	Ex. 36:3
	morning by morning
	Continued voluntary giving.

	Ex. 36:5
	much more than enough
	Craftsmen themselves identify surplus.

	Ex. 36:6
	restrained from bringing
	Moses stops unnecessary further collection.

	Ex. 36:7
	enough and too much
	Explicit sufficiency/surplus statement.

	Ex. 36:13
	one tabernacle
	Unity produced by correct joining.

	Ex. 36:18
	nechosheth clasps
	Copper/bronze, not modern brass.

	Ex. 36:19
	tachash
	Outer hide/material remains uncertain.

	Ex. 36:20
	qerashim
	Boards/frames; precise structural reconstruction debated.

	Ex. 36:22
	tenons
	Paired projections join into sockets.

	Ex. 36:24
	silver sockets
	Literal structural bases; redemption symbolism secondary.

	Ex. 36:33
	middle bar
	Runs from end to end, integrating structure.

	Ex. 36:35
	paroketh
	Inner veil.

	Heb. 10:19–20
	veil typology
	Explicit NT Christological application.

	Ex. 36:37
	masak
	Entrance screen distinct from inner veil.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact form of qerashim remains debated and tachash is still unidentified. The physical dimensions and joining instructions are secure, but detailed modern diagrams necessarily involve reconstruction. Mansfield’s material and ecclesial symbolism is retained as typology while the chapter’s primary emphasis remains faithful implementation of Yahweh’s pattern.
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