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EXODUS 37
ARK COMPLETED • KAPPORETH AND CHERUBIM • TABLE AND VESSELS • GOLDEN LAMPSTAND • INCENSE ALTAR • HOLY OIL AND INCENSE
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB 02-Gen42-Lev11.pdf, principally Exodus 37 photographed pages 77–78
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Exodus 37 records the actual making of the principal sanctuary furniture. Its close repetition of Exodus 25 and 30 is deliberate: revealed design becomes finished workmanship without alteration.
The chapter moves from the ark and kapporeth through table and lampstand to the incense altar and holy compounds. The dominant theological lesson is obedience to pattern rather than artistic originality.
THE ARK — EXODUS 37:1–5
Exodus 37:1–5 — Bezaleel makes the ark
Bezalel makes the aron, ark/chest, from shittim/acacia wood to the commanded dimensions and overlays it inside and outside with pure gold. A gold zer, rim/border, surrounds it; KJV “crown” should not be forced into a royal-diadem meaning.
Four gold rings and gold-overlaid staves provide portability. The ark remains a holy object designed to move with the people rather than a fixed shrine.
THE KAPPORETH AND CHERUBIM — EXODUS 37:6–9
Exodus 37:6–9 — one hammered work
The kapporeth, traditionally “mercy seat,” is pure gold and belongs to the Hebrew k-p-r atonement/covering word-family. Two cherubim are hammered out of the same piece/work at its ends.
Their wings overshadow the kapporeth and their faces look toward it. The chapter does not describe ordinary angels with wings; these are specific cherubic figures associated with Divine manifestation and the atonement-cover.
THE TABLE AND ITS VESSELS — EXODUS 37:10–16
Exodus 37:10–16 — table prepared for holy fellowship
The acacia table is overlaid with gold and fitted with a zer and a misgereth, surrounding border/frame, a handbreadth wide. Rings and staves make it portable.
Dishes, pans/spoons, bowls and pitchers/covers are made of pure gold. The English vessel names vary because several Hebrew utensil terms are difficult; their exact modern equivalents should not be pressed beyond their sanctuary function.
The table is the appointed support for lechem panim, the bread of the Presence, described in the earlier instructions and later regulated in Leviticus 24.
THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND — EXODUS 37:17–24
Exodus 37:17–22 — one beaten lampstand
The menorah is made of pure gold as one miqshah, hammered/beaten work. Shaft, branches, bowls, knobs and flowers form one integrated object. Six branches plus the central shaft support seven lamps.
The almond-shaped cups recall shaked, almond. Jeremiah 1:11–12 gives a sound-play between almond and watching, so watchfulness imagery has biblical support; broader resurrection symbolism remains typological.
Exodus 37:23–24 — lamps and one talent of gold
Seven lamps, tongs/snuffers and trays are pure gold. A talent of gold is used for the lampstand and its utensils. Ancient talent weights varied, so exact modern kilogram conversion should remain approximate.
THE GOLDEN INCENSE ALTAR — EXODUS 37:25–28
Exodus 37:25–28 — prayer altar made to pattern
The incense altar is acacia wood overlaid with gold, with integral horns, gold rim and carrying rings/staves. Its material and location distinguish it from the outer bronze altar of burnt offering.
Psalm 141:2 and Revelation 8:3–4 later make incense/prayer symbolism explicit. Mansfield’s contrast between sacrifice outside and prayer/fellowship inside is therefore well grounded as sanctuary typology.
HOLY OIL AND INCENSE — EXODUS 37:29
Exodus 37:29 — exact compounds, not improvisation
Bezalel makes the holy anointing oil and pure fragrant incense “according to the work of the apothecary.” Roqeah means perfumer/compounder; modern “apothecary” can mislead if heard only as pharmacist.
The chapter’s closing statement reinforces exact reproduction of the formulas commanded in Exodus 30. Holy worship is not self-invented fragrance.
COMMAND AND COMPLETION
The repetition is the message
Exodus 25/30 describe what Yahweh required; Exodus 37 records what Bezalel actually made. The near-verbatim repetition is practical evidence that the craftsman did not treat inspiration as permission to alter the pattern.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• Revelation becomes faithful workmanship in the finished furniture.
• The ark remains portable and centred upon the testimony/atonement arrangement.
• Cherubim belong to Divine manifestation and should not be reduced to conventional winged-angel imagery.
• The table signifies ordered fellowship and provision before Yahweh.
• The menorah is one unified hammered lampstand giving sevenfold light.
• Incense/prayer symbolism is explicitly supported elsewhere in Scripture.
• Holy oil and incense are compounded according to revealed formula rather than preference.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Ex. 37:1
	aron / shittim
	Ark/chest; acacia wood.

	Ex. 37:2
	zer
	Rim/border; KJV “crown” not necessarily royal.

	Ex. 37:6
	kapporeth
	Atonement/covering word-family; traditional “mercy seat.”

	Ex. 37:7–9
	cherubim
	Specific sanctuary figures; form not ordinary angel description.

	Ex. 37:10–16
	table vessels
	Several utensil terms have uncertain exact modern equivalents.

	Ex. 37:17
	menorah
	Lampstand, not wax candlestick.

	Ex. 37:17
	miqshah
	Hammered/beaten work.

	Ex. 37:19
	shaked
	Almond; compare Jer. 1:11–12 watchfulness wordplay.

	Ex. 37:24
	talent
	Ancient weight unit; exact modern conversion varies.

	Ex. 37:25
	incense altar
	Gold-covered inner altar, distinct from bronze burnt-offering altar.

	Psa. 141:2; Rev. 8:3–4
	incense/prayer
	Explicit biblical association.

	Ex. 37:29
	roqeah
	Perfumer/compounder; KJV “apothecary.”


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact modern forms of several table utensils and the modern kilogram equivalent of the sanctuary talent remain uncertain. Mansfield’s wood/gold, almond and furniture symbolism is retained as typology rather than as lexical definition. The chapter itself emphasises faithful execution of the prior commands.
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