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EXODUS 38
BRAZEN ALTAR • LAVER FROM MIRRORS • THE COURT • ACCOUNTABLE STEWARDSHIP • GOLD, SILVER AND BRONZE RECKONED • HALF-SHEKEL RANSOM
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB 02-Gen42-Lev11.pdf, principally Exodus 38 photographed pages 78–79
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Exodus 38 completes the outer court furniture and then gives an unusually detailed accounting of the metals used. The sanctuary is therefore presented not only as symbolically meaningful but as materially accountable.
Willing generosity is matched by transparent stewardship. Gold, silver and bronze are counted, named and connected with specific uses under Moses’ authority and Ithamar’s oversight.
THE BRONZE ALTAR — EXODUS 38:1–7
Exodus 38:1–7 — altar of burnt offering
The burnt-offering altar is acacia wood, five cubits square and three high, with integral horns, and is overlaid with nechosheth — copper/bronze, not modern brass. Its vessels, grate, rings and carrying staves are completed as commanded.
Mansfield’s contrast with the golden incense altar is helpful: sacrifice and death are encountered in the court before the worshipper reaches the inner sphere associated with incense/prayer. Bronze-as-judged-flesh remains typological rather than the metal’s lexical meaning.
THE LAVER AND THE WOMEN’S MIRRORS — EXODUS 38:8
Exodus 38:8 — polished metal mirrors surrendered for cleansing
The laver and its base are made from the mar’oth, mirrors, of the women who assembled/served at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. Ancient mirrors were polished metal rather than glass-backed modern mirrors.
The Hebrew verb tsaba’ can mean assemble for service/perform organised service. The precise nature of the women’s service is not explained here. Mansfield’s devotional contrast — instruments for viewing self surrendered to make the vessel of cleansing — is typological and fitting, but not stated by the verse.
THE COURT COMPLETED — EXODUS 38:9–20
Exodus 38:9–20 — linen enclosure, silver fittings, bronze sockets
Fine twisted linen hangings enclose the court. Pillars stand in bronze/copper sockets, with silver hooks/bands; the entrance screen uses blue, purple, scarlet and fine linen. All pegs/pins are bronze/copper.
The repeated material pattern is literal first. Mansfield’s white-linen/righteousness, silver/redemption and bronze/judgment associations remain sanctuary typology.
THE FORMAL RECKONING — EXODUS 38:21–23
Exodus 38:21 — “the sum of the tabernacle”
The phrase “this is the sum” introduces a reckoning/accounting of the tabernacle materials. The work is counted under Moses’ command by the Levites under Ithamar son of Aaron.
The record provides a biblical model of accountability: sacred purpose does not remove the need to account for entrusted resources.
Exodus 38:22–23 — Bezalel and Oholiab named
Bezalel is credited with carrying out what Yahweh commanded Moses, with Oholiab as engraver, skilled designer and embroiderer. KJV “cunning workman” again means skilful artisan, not deceitful worker.
GOLD, SILVER AND BRONZE ACCOUNTED — EXODUS 38:24–31
Exodus 38:24 — the gold
The gold used in the sanctuary work is twenty-nine talents and 730 shekels by sanctuary weight. Modern cash-value comparisons are inherently unstable because both ancient weight standards and purchasing power differ greatly from modern economies.
Exodus 38:25–28 — silver and the half-shekel
Silver totals one hundred talents and 1,775 shekels. Verse 26 gives a beqa‘ per head — half a shekel — for each numbered male from twenty years upward, totalling 603,550 persons. This directly implements Exodus 30:11–16.
One hundred talents form the silver sockets of the sanctuary and veil; the remaining 1,775 shekels form hooks, capitals/chapiters and connecting bands. Mansfield’s observation that the sanctuary structure literally stands in silver contributed equally by the numbered men is a strong typological application.
Exodus 38:29–31 — the bronze/copper
The bronze/copper totals seventy talents and 2,400 shekels and is used for entrance sockets, the bronze altar and grate, vessels, court sockets and pegs.
The accounting closes the construction section with transparent allocation rather than vague claims that the materials were used somewhere in the work.
ACCOUNTABILITY AS HOLINESS
Generosity and reckoning belong together
Exodus 35–36 celebrates free generosity; Exodus 38 records formal accounting. The two themes are complementary. Trustworthy sacred service is willing in giving and transparent in stewardship.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• The outer altar is made of copper/bronze, not modern brass.
• Ancient mirrors were polished metal and were contributed to the laver.
• The exact nature of the women’s service at the Tent entrance is not stated.
• Sacred work is subjected to formal material accounting.
• The half-shekel ransom is directly connected with the silver reckoning.
• Every numbered male gives the same ransom amount.
• Modern monetary valuations of ancient sanctuary metals should be treated cautiously.
• Generosity and transparent stewardship are complementary aspects of holiness.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Ex. 38:1–7
	nechosheth altar
	Copper/bronze; KJV “brass” is archaic.

	Ex. 38:8
	mar’oth
	Mirrors, made from polished metal in ancient context.

	Ex. 38:8
	tsaba’
	Assemble/serve in organised service; exact role of women unspecified.

	Ex. 38:9–20
	court materials
	Linen, silver fittings and bronze/copper sockets/pins.

	Ex. 38:21
	formal reckoning
	Material accounting under Moses/Ithamar.

	Ex. 38:23
	cunning workman
	Older English = skilled designer/craftsman.

	Ex. 38:24
	29 talents + 730 shekels gold
	Recorded sanctuary-weight total.

	Ex. 38:25
	100 talents + 1,775 shekels silver
	Recorded silver total.

	Ex. 38:26
	beqa‘
	Half-shekel per counted male.

	Ex. 38:26
	603,550
	Numbered males aged twenty and upward.

	Ex. 30:11–16
	ransom background
	Direct legal source for half-shekel census payment.

	Ex. 38:27
	100 talents for sockets
	Explicit allocation.

	Ex. 38:29
	70 talents + 2,400 shekels bronze
	Recorded bronze/copper total.

	Ex. 38 metals
	modern monetary value
	Ancient weight/purchasing power prevent simplistic conversion.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact modern weight of the biblical talent/shekel varies by the standard assumed, so the recorded biblical totals are more secure than precise kilogram or currency conversions. The exact duties of the women described in verse 8 are not specified. Mansfield’s symbolic reading of mirrors and metals remains typological.
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