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EXODUS 39
PRIESTLY GARMENTS COMPLETED • EPHOD AND BREASTPLATE • BELLS AND POMEGRANATES • “HOLINESS TO YAHWEH” • WORK FINISHED • INSPECTED AND BLESSED
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB 02-Gen42-Lev11.pdf, principally Exodus 39 photographed pages 80–81
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Exodus 39 completes the priestly garments and then gathers every finished component for Moses’ inspection. The repeated refrain “as Yahweh commanded Moses” is the chapter’s controlling measure of success.
Artistic excellence is valued, but approval comes from conformity to revelation. The work is not called complete merely because the artisans are satisfied; it is brought before the appointed mediator, inspected and then blessed.
THE EPHOD — EXODUS 39:1–7
Exodus 39:1–5 — gold worked into the fabric
The holy service garments are made in blue, purple and scarlet. For the ephod, gold is beaten into thin plates and cut into threads/wires to be worked into the coloured yarns and fine linen. This gives a concrete manufacturing detail absent from the earlier command.
Shoulder pieces and the woven band join the garment according to the revealed design.
Exodus 39:6–7 — shoham memorial stones
Two shoham stones, traditionally onyx though the exact mineral remains uncertain, are set in gold and engraved with Israel’s tribal names. They are placed on Aaron’s shoulders as memorial stones “as Yahweh commanded Moses.”
THE BREASTPIECE — EXODUS 39:8–21
Exodus 39:8–14 — twelve named stones
The choshen, breastpiece, is square and doubled, woven like the ephod and set with twelve stones in four rows, each engraved with a tribal name. Several ancient gemstone names cannot be mapped with certainty to modern mineral taxonomy.
The text’s secure point is named representation: every tribe is individually borne in the high-priestly garment.
Exodus 39:15–21 — secured so it cannot come loose
Gold chains, rings and blue cord fasten the breastpiece to the ephod so that it is not displaced. Mansfield’s heart/affection symbolism is consistent with Exodus 28:29, where Aaron bears the names over his heart before Yahweh.
The repeated formula “as Yahweh commanded Moses” emphasises fidelity in both visible beauty and hidden fastening details.
ROBE, LINEN GARMENTS AND HOLY PLATE — EXODUS 39:22–31
Exodus 39:22–26 — blue robe, pomegranates and bells
The blue robe has a reinforced opening so that it will not tear. Pomegranates in blue, purple and scarlet alternate with pure gold bells around the hem.
Fruitfulness and audible witness are useful typological themes, but the text first records the exact garment arrangement required for priestly service.
Exodus 39:27–29 — linen clothing
Fine linen tunics/coats, headgear, breeches and embroidered sash are completed. The linen breeches preserve modesty in accord with Exodus 28:42–43.
Exodus 39:30–31 — “HOLINESS TO YAHWEH”
The pure gold tsits, holy plate, is engraved QODESH LAYHWH — HOLINESS TO YAHWEH — and attached to the turban with blue cord. Mansfield’s forehead/mind application is strong typology: holiness is not confined to outward ritual but governs the priest’s representative identity.
ALL THE WORK FINISHED — EXODUS 39:32–41
Exodus 39:32 — completion under command
“Thus was all the work … finished.” The children of Israel have made the work according to all Yahweh commanded Moses. The completion statement therefore assesses obedience, not simply physical manufacture.
Exodus 39:33–41 — everything brought to Moses
Tent, coverings, frames, ark, kapporeth, table, lampstand, altars, oils, incense, court, laver, utensils and garments are brought together for inspection. Nothing is left as an unverified claim of completion.
INSPECTION AND BLESSING — EXODUS 39:42–43
Exodus 39:42–43 — Moses sees that it was done
The chapter repeats the verdict: according to all Yahweh commanded, so Israel did. Moses examines the work, sees that it has been done accordingly, and blesses them.
The blessing follows obedience. Creative enthusiasm, cost and effort do not substitute for conformity to the revealed pattern.
THE REFRAIN OF OBEDIENCE
“As Yahweh commanded Moses”
The refrain appears repeatedly throughout the construction account and especially marks this closing presentation. The recurrence is the inspired quality-control statement for the sanctuary.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• Gold is literally worked as thread/wire into the ephod fabric.
• The tribal names are individually represented on shoulder stones and breastpiece.
• Several ancient gemstone names remain uncertain in modern mineral terms.
• Garment details combine beauty, durability, modesty and representation.
• HOLINESS TO YAHWEH crowns the completed priestly clothing.
• Completion is measured by conformity to Yahweh’s command.
• Finished religious work is brought under appointed inspection.
• Moses’ blessing follows verified obedience.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Ex. 39:3
	gold plates cut into threads
	Concrete manufacturing detail for ephod.

	Ex. 39:6
	shoham
	Traditionally onyx; exact mineral uncertain.

	Ex. 39:7
	memorial stones
	Tribal names borne on shoulders.

	Ex. 39:8
	choshen
	Breastpiece/breastplate.

	Ex. 39:10–13
	gemstone names
	Several ancient minerals cannot be identified with certainty.

	Ex. 39:14
	12 names
	One tribal name per stone.

	Ex. 39:21
	not loosed from ephod
	Secure fastening exactly as commanded.

	Ex. 39:23
	reinforced robe opening
	Made not to tear.

	Ex. 39:25–26
	bells/pomegranates
	Alternating arrangement completed.

	Ex. 39:28
	linen breeches
	Modesty provision from Ex. 28 implemented.

	Ex. 39:30
	tsits / QODESH LAYHWH
	Gold plate engraved HOLINESS TO YAHWEH.

	Ex. 39:32
	all work finished
	Completion explicitly linked to obedience.

	Ex. 39:33–41
	brought to Moses
	Comprehensive presentation for inspection.

	Ex. 39:42–43
	inspected and blessed
	Moses verifies conformity, then blesses.

	Ex. 39 refrain
	as Yahweh commanded Moses
	Dominant quality-control statement.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact modern identities of several gemstones remain uncertain, and the precise reconstruction of the garments necessarily involves inference. Mansfield’s shoulder/heart/fruit/bell symbolism is retained as typology while the chapter’s explicit criterion remains obedience to Yahweh’s revealed design.
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