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EXODUS 40
THE TABERNACLE ERECTED • FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH • FURNITURE SET IN ORDER • PRIESTS WASHED AND ANOINTED • GLORY FILLS THE DWELLING • CLOUD AND FIRE LEAD ISRAEL
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB 02-Gen42-Lev11.pdf, principally Exodus 40 photographed pages 81–83
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Exodus 40 completes the book by assembling the finished sanctuary on the appointed day and placing every item in its appointed location. The refrain “as Yahweh commanded Moses” now applies to the functioning whole.
When Moses finishes the work, Yahweh visibly accepts it: the cloud covers the Tent and the glory fills the dwelling. Exodus has moved from slavery under Pharaoh to a redeemed people organised around the presence of Yahweh.
THE COMMAND TO ERECT THE TABERNACLE — EXODUS 40:1–15
Exodus 40:1–8 — first day, first month, second year
Yahweh commands Moses to erect the tabernacle on the first day of the first month of the second year. Since Israel left Egypt in the first month of the preceding year, this is just under a full year after the Exodus departure, not simply an undefined later period.
The ark/testimony is installed behind the veil; table, lampstand, incense altar, entrance screen, burnt-offering altar, laver and court are placed in ordered sequence. Geography within the sanctuary expresses ordered approach.
Exodus 40:9–11 — anointing sanctifies for appointed use
Moses anoints the dwelling and all its furniture, then the burnt-offering altar and laver. Objects are made qodesh/holy by separation to Yahweh’s appointed service, not because physical matter acquires magical moral power.
Exodus 40:12–15 — Aaron and sons washed, clothed, anointed
Aaron and his sons are brought to the entrance, washed, clothed and anointed. The sequence implements Exodus 29. Their priesthood is established for continuing generations under the covenant.
MOSES DOES AS COMMANDED — EXODUS 40:16–33
Exodus 40:16 — the keynote
“Thus did Moses: according to all that Yahweh commanded him, so did he.” The closing chapter makes obedience the bridge between revealed pattern and Divine indwelling.
Exodus 40:17–19 — structure erected
In the first month of the second year Moses sets sockets, qerashim boards/frames, bars and pillars, then spreads tent and coverings. The exact qerashim carpentry remains debated, but the implementation follows the commanded structure.
Exodus 40:20–21 — Most Holy completed
The testimony is placed in the ark, staves and kapporeth fitted, and the ark brought inside behind the paroketh. Law/testimony and atonement-cover occupy the innermost centre of the dwelling.
Exodus 40:22–27 — bread, light and incense in place
The table is placed on the north side and bread set before Yahweh; the lampstand is placed opposite on the south and its lamps lit; the golden altar stands before the veil and incense is burned. Fellowship, light and prayer occupy their appointed Holy Place positions.
Exodus 40:28–32 — sacrifice and washing in the court
The entrance screen is hung, the burnt-offering altar placed at the Tent entrance, and offerings presented. The laver is filled between altar and Tent; Moses, Aaron and Aaron’s sons wash hands and feet whenever approaching service.
The narrative’s order is significant: sacrifice and cleansing belong to approach before inner sanctuary ministry.
Exodus 40:33 — “So Moses finished the work”
Moses completes the court and gate, and the narrator declares the work finished. Exodus 39 completed the components; Exodus 40 completes their assembly into functioning sanctuary order.
YAHWEH FILLS THE DWELLING — EXODUS 40:34–38
Exodus 40:34–35 — cloud and glory fill the tabernacle
The cloud covers the Tent of Meeting and the glory of Yahweh fills the mishkan. Moses cannot enter because the cloud settles upon it and the glory fills it.
This is Divine acceptance of the completed work. The visible glory is associated with brilliant manifestation, but the wider book has shown that Yahweh’s glory also includes revealed character, especially Exodus 33–34.
Exodus 40:36–37 — movement and waiting controlled by the cloud
When the cloud is taken up, Israel journeys; when it remains, Israel stays. Dependence upon Yahweh includes both action and waiting. The people do not set the timetable independently.
Exodus 40:38 — cloud by day, fire by night
The cloud of Yahweh is upon the tabernacle by day and fire is in it by night, visible to all Israel “throughout all their journeys.” The guiding presence of Exodus 13 now rests upon the finished sanctuary in the centre of the redeemed community.
EXODUS COMPLETED
Bondage → deliverance → covenant → sanctuary → dwelling
The book begins with Pharaoh’s house of bondage and ends with Yahweh dwelling among Israel. Redemption reaches its intended goal not merely when oppression ends but when a people is brought into covenant fellowship, ordered worship and Divine guidance.
Leviticus follows naturally: once Yahweh dwells among the people, the next question is how sinful mortals may approach Him in sacrifice, priesthood and holiness.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• The sanctuary is erected on the exact appointed day.
• Every piece is placed in a purposeful geography of approach.
• Anointing separates people and objects for holy use without magicalising matter.
• Moses’ obedience to the command is the keynote of the final construction chapter.
• Exodus 39 completes the components; Exodus 40 completes the functioning whole.
• The cloud and glory provide visible Divine acceptance.
• Israel’s movement and waiting are both governed by Yahweh’s presence.
• Exodus ends with the Redeemer dwelling among the redeemed.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Ex. 40:2,17
	first day, first month, second year
	Just under a full year after first-month Exodus departure.

	Ex. 40:3
	ark behind veil
	Most Holy arrangement.

	Ex. 40:9–11
	anointing/sanctifying
	Set apart to appointed holy use; not magical matter.

	Ex. 40:12–15
	wash/clothe/anoint
	Implements priestly installation sequence of Ex. 29.

	Ex. 40:16
	as commanded
	Keynote statement of Moses’ obedience.

	Ex. 40:18
	qerashim
	Boards/frames; exact carpentry form debated.

	Ex. 40:20
	testimony in ark
	Covenant testimony placed at sanctuary centre.

	Ex. 40:20
	kapporeth
	Atonement-cover/mercy seat fitted above ark.

	Ex. 40:21
	paroketh
	Inner veil screening ark.

	Ex. 40:22–27
	table/lampstand/incense altar
	Holy Place arrangement completed.

	Ex. 40:29–32
	altar/laver
	Sacrifice and washing in approach sequence.

	Ex. 40:33
	finished the work
	Assembly/functioning sanctuary now complete.

	Ex. 40:34
	cloud + glory
	Divine approval/indwelling fills completed sanctuary.

	Ex. 40:35
	Moses cannot enter
	Intensity of glory limits even mediator’s access at that moment.

	Ex. 40:36–37
	cloud governs journeys
	Move and remain according to Divine signal.

	Ex. 40:38
	cloud/day, fire/night
	Continuous visible guidance throughout journeys.

	Exodus overall
	bondage → dwelling
	Narrative arc completed by Yahweh dwelling among redeemed Israel.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact physical form of the qerashim and the phenomenology of the cloud/glory are not described beyond the inspired account. The exact interval from the Exodus departure to tabernacle erection is slightly less than a solar year, so broad “one year” statements should be understood approximately. Mansfield’s detailed symbolic furniture scheme remains typological; the chapter’s explicit emphasis is obedient assembly and Divine indwelling.
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