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EZEKIEL 1
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 01 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 62-64.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield treats Ezekiel 1 as the opening manifestation of the Glory of Yahweh and the beginning of Ezekiel’s commission. Whirlwind, cloud and fire come from the north; four living creatures and their wheels move in perfect unity; above them is a crystal-like firmament; and above all stands the likeness of a throne surrounded by fiery brightness and rainbow glory.
Ezekiel 1:1-4 — The prophet and the northern manifestation
Ezekiel is among the captives by Chebar when “the heavens were opened” and he sees “visions of God.” The word of Yahweh comes expressly to Ezekiel the priest and “the hand of the LORD was there upon him.” A whirlwind, great cloud, infolding fire and brightness come from the north, the direction of the immediate Babylonian judgment, while the divine manifestation remains above the human instrument.
Ezekiel 1:5-14 — The four living creatures
Mansfield identifies the living creatures with the cherubic manifestation. Each has the likeness of a man, four faces, four wings, straight feet and human hands beneath the wings. The faces are man, lion, ox and eagle. Their wings are joined; they do not turn when they go; “whither the spirit was to go, they went.” Burning fire and lightning accompany their perfectly direct movement.
Ezekiel 1:15-21 — The wheels full of eyes
Beside each creature is a wheel, with “a wheel in the middle of a wheel,” enabling movement without turning. The rings are “full of eyes round about,” which Mansfield marks as a symbol of all-seeing divine intelligence. Creatures and wheels rise and move together because “the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.”
Ezekiel 1:22-25 — The firmament
Above the creatures is the likeness of a firmament like terrible crystal. The sound of their wings is compared with great waters, the voice of the Almighty, speech and the noise of a host. A voice comes from above the firmament. Mansfield treats the firmament as separating the subordinate moving manifestation from the supreme throne above.
Ezekiel 1:26-28 — The throne and the Glory
Above the firmament is the likeness of a sapphire throne and “the appearance of a man above upon it,” surrounded by fiery amber-like brightness. The brightness is compared with the rainbow in a cloud, which Mansfield notes as a covenant token. Ezekiel concludes: “This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD,” falls upon his face and hears the voice of One speaking.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Yahweh’s Glory is not confined to Jerusalem.
• The manifestation reaches the captives in Babylon.
• The cherubim move in complete unity and obedience.
• The many eyes signify divine awareness.
• Above all movement and judgment stands Yahweh’s throne.
• The rainbow preserves the covenant dimension of the vision.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield associates the eyes, coordinated movement and fiery power with divine omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence. The source describes “the appearance of a man” above the throne but does not identify that likeness as Jesus or collapse the distinction between Yahweh and His manifestations; no such identification is added.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The smaller comparative references linking the cherubim with other scriptural visions are not reconstructed beyond the clearly recovered study points.
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