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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 2 as the prophet’s commission to proclaim Yahweh’s word faithfully whether Israel listens or refuses. Ezekiel is strengthened by the Spirit, sent to a rebellious house, warned not to fear opposition and shown a written roll containing lamentations, mourning and woe.
Ezekiel 2:1-2 — “Son of man, stand upon thy feet”
Ezekiel is commanded to stand, and the Spirit enters him and sets him upon his feet. Mansfield marks that the divine command is accompanied by divine enabling.
Ezekiel 2:3-5 — Sent to a rebellious nation
Ezekiel is sent to the children of Israel, described as rebellious, impudent and stiffhearted. He must say, “Thus saith the Lord GOD.” Whether they hear or refuse, “yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them.” Mansfield therefore measures prophetic success first by faithful delivery.
Ezekiel 2:6-8 — Do not fear; do not become rebellious
Ezekiel must not fear the people or their words, though they are like briers, thorns and scorpions. He must speak Yahweh’s words “whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.” He is also warned, “Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house”: the messenger must himself submit to the word he carries.
Ezekiel 2:9-10 — The written roll
A hand holds “a roll of a book,” written within and without with lamentations, mourning and woe. Mansfield treats the roll as the divine message Ezekiel must receive inwardly before he can proclaim it.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Divine commission is accompanied by divine strengthening.
• Israel is repeatedly characterised as rebellious.
• Ezekiel must not fear hostility.
• Faithfulness is required regardless of audience response.
• The prophet must personally receive and obey the word he proclaims.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The Spirit’s action is retained as Yahweh’s enabling presence/power in the prophetic commission. Nothing in Mansfield’s recovered notes requires a separate co-equal personal interpretation, so none is inserted.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No additional content is supplied for the roll beyond the clearly recovered description of its writing and purpose.
Ezekiel 2 | HPB Expositor Notes




