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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 3 completes the initial commission. Ezekiel eats the roll and finds it sweet, is sent to Israel, sits astonished among the captives for seven days and is appointed a watchman. The chapter ends with the prophet restrained so that he speaks only when Yahweh opens his mouth.
Ezekiel 3:1-3 — Ezekiel eats the roll
Ezekiel must “eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel.” He fills himself with it, and “it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.” Mansfield marks the contrast between the sweetness of receiving Yahweh’s word and the severe judgments contained in it.
Ezekiel 3:4-11 — Sent to hardhearted Israel
Ezekiel is sent not to a strange-language nation but to the house of Israel. Foreign peoples might have listened, but Israel is impudent and hardhearted. Yahweh therefore strengthens Ezekiel’s face and forehead “as an adamant harder than flint.” He must receive Yahweh’s words in his heart and speak to his captive brethren whether they hear or refuse.
Ezekiel 3:12-15 — Lifted by the Spirit
The Spirit takes Ezekiel up amid the noise of wings and wheels. He hears, “Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his place,” and goes in bitterness with Yahweh’s hand strong upon him. At Tel-abib by Chebar he sits “astonished among them seven days,” which Mansfield marks as a period of profound preparation and identification.
Ezekiel 3:16-21 — Ezekiel made a watchman
“Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel.” Ezekiel must hear the word from Yahweh’s mouth and give warning “from me.” If he fails to warn, responsibility rests upon the watchman; if he warns and the hearer refuses, the hearer remains responsible. The same principle applies when a righteous person turns to iniquity. Mansfield strongly marks responsibility on both sides.
Ezekiel 3:22-27 — The Glory and the restrained prophet
The Glory appears again in the plain and Ezekiel falls upon his face. The Spirit sets him on his feet, but he is then shut within his house and restrained. His tongue is made to cleave to the roof of his mouth until Yahweh says, “I will open thy mouth.” Mansfield heads this: “THE PROPHET RESTRAINED TO SPEAK ONLY YAHWEH’S WORDS.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Yahweh’s word must be inwardly received before proclamation.
• Israel’s resistance requires firmness in the prophet.
• The watchman’s responsibility is serious but defined.
• The hearer remains personally responsible for response.
• Ezekiel is not free to substitute his own thoughts for Yahweh’s word.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The watchman passage is retained as Mansfield presents it: responsibility belongs both to the messenger who must warn and to the hearer who must respond. Former righteousness is not treated as a permanent exemption from later rebellion. References to the Spirit remain within the prophetic action of Yahweh.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The recovered source does not provide further detail about the seven-day period or the exact form of Ezekiel’s restraint, so none is added.
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