H. P. MANSFIELD BIBLE NOTES - EZEKIEL
EZEKIEL 4
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 04 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 66-67.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 4 around “preaching by symbols” and the siege of Jerusalem. A tile represents the besieged city, an iron pan forms a barrier, Ezekiel lies on his sides for appointed periods, and measured bread and water portray the famine that will accompany the siege.
Ezekiel 4:1-3 — The tile and the siege
Ezekiel portrays Jerusalem upon a tile, builds a fort, casts a mount, sets a camp and battering rams, then places an iron pan between himself and the city. Mansfield treats the whole arrangement as a visible enacted parable of Jerusalem surrounded and cut off.
Ezekiel 4:4-8 — The 390 and 40 days
Ezekiel lies on his left side for 390 days bearing the iniquity of the house of Israel, then on his right side for Judah for 40 days. “I have appointed thee each day for a year.” Mansfield treats the periods as symbolic years and adds a substantial chronological study linking them with accumulated iniquity and the approaching siege.
Ezekiel 4:9-11 — Famine rations
Ezekiel makes mixed bread from wheat, barley, beans, lentiles, millet and fitches. Food is eaten by weight and water drunk by measure. Mansfield marks the severe rationing as a sign of siege scarcity.
Ezekiel 4:12-15 — Defiled bread and Ezekiel’s protest
The bread is initially to be baked using human dung as fuel, symbolising Israel eating defiled bread among the Gentiles. Ezekiel protests on priestly purity grounds that he has not polluted himself with forbidden food, and Yahweh permits cow’s dung instead. Mansfield highlights both Ezekiel’s concern and Yahweh’s concession.
Ezekiel 4:16-17 — The staff of bread broken
Yahweh will “break the staff of bread in Jerusalem.” Bread and water will be carefully measured, and the people will consume away because of iniquity. Mansfield reads the sign as portraying the hunger, fear and disorder produced by siege.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Ezekiel preaches through enacted symbols.
• Jerusalem’s siege is portrayed before the exiles.
• The prophet bears a representative burden while warning the people.
• Famine will be severe and measured.
• Judah’s calamity is connected with accumulated iniquity.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s separate 430-day calculation is preserved only at its clearly recovered central point: the 390 and 40 days function as deliberate chronological symbols of accumulated iniquity and siege. Indistinct arithmetic is not reconstructed or replaced with a modern chronology.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Some of the small arithmetic and chronological details in Mansfield’s 430-day note are indistinct in the photographed source and remain unresolved.
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