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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield continues Ezekiel’s enacted judgment symbols with the shaving of the prophet’s hair. The hair is divided into thirds for fire, sword and scattering; a small remnant is retained, though even some of it is later cast into the fire. The explanation is Jerusalem’s aggravated rebellion and defilement of Yahweh’s sanctuary.
Ezekiel 5:1-4 — Shaving and dividing the hair
Ezekiel shaves his head and beard with a sharp knife and weighs the hair. One third is burned in the city, one third smitten with a knife, and one third scattered to the wind, with a sword drawn after them. A few hairs are bound in his skirts as a remnant, yet even some of these are later cast into the fire. Mansfield sees preservation, but not automatic faithfulness, in the remnant sign.
Ezekiel 5:5-7 — Jerusalem in the midst of the nations
Yahweh says, “This is Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations.” Yet the city has changed His judgments into wickedness and refused His statutes more grievously than those around her. Mansfield marks the increased accountability that accompanies greater privilege.
Ezekiel 5:8-12 — The threefold judgment
Yahweh is against Jerusalem and will execute judgment in the sight of the nations. Siege conditions become horrific, the sanctuary has been defiled, and the threefold sign is explained: pestilence and famine, sword, and scattering with the sword following.
Ezekiel 5:13-17 — Fury accomplished and recognition
Jerusalem becomes waste, reproach, taunt, instruction and astonishment among surrounding nations. “They shall know that I the LORD have spoken it in my zeal.” Famine, evil beasts, pestilence, blood and sword complete the judgment, ending with “I the LORD have spoken it.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Shaving symbolises national humiliation and loss.
• Fire, sword and scattering define Jerusalem’s fate.
• A remnant is preserved, but preservation still demands faithfulness.
• Greater privilege brings greater accountability.
• Judgment vindicates Yahweh’s holiness before the nations.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The remnant sign is retained exactly as Mansfield presents it: a small preserved group exists, yet outward inclusion in that remnant is not itself treated as a guarantee of faithfulness. The severe siege language is not expanded beyond the source.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No additional identification is supplied for the individual groups within the remnant beyond the symbolic divisions clearly recovered from the HPB.
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