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EZEKIEL 8
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 08 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 72-73.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 8 around the idolatry of Jerusalem. In vision Ezekiel is carried from the exiles to Jerusalem and shown progressively deeper abominations in the Temple precincts: the image of jealousy, secret imagery worshipped by elders, women weeping for Tammuz, and men worshipping the sun with their backs toward Yahweh’s Temple.
Ezekiel 8:1-4 — Taken in vision to Jerusalem
The elders of Judah sit before Ezekiel when the hand of the Lord GOD falls upon him. He sees a fiery amber-like appearance; a hand takes him, and the Spirit lifts him between earth and heaven. “In the visions of God” he is brought to Jerusalem, where the Glory of the God of Israel appears as in the plain. Mansfield explicitly treats this as visionary transportation while Ezekiel remains physically among the captives.
Ezekiel 8:5-6 — The image of jealousy
At the north gate of the altar Ezekiel sees “this image of jealousy in the entry.” Yahweh asks whether he sees the great abominations whose effect is “that I should go far off from my sanctuary.” Mansfield marks this as the opening explanation for the later departure of the Glory.
Ezekiel 8:7-12 — Secret idolatry of the elders
Ezekiel digs through the wall and discovers a hidden chamber covered with creeping things, abominable beasts and idols. Seventy elders, including Jaazaniah son of Shaphan, offer incense. Their claim is, “The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.” Mansfield stresses the contrast between outward religious office and concealed idolatry.
Ezekiel 8:13-16 — Tammuz and the sun
Women at the north gate are “weeping for Tammuz,” which Mansfield identifies with a pagan fertility cult. Deeper still, about twenty-five men stand between porch and altar with their backs toward Yahweh’s Temple, worshipping the sun toward the east. They turn from the Creator to creation.
Ezekiel 8:17-18 — Yahweh will not spare
The abominations are joined by violence in the land. Yahweh therefore acts in fury: “Mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity.” Though they cry loudly, “yet will I not hear them.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Jerusalem’s idolatry is revealed progressively.
• Secret worship is fully visible to Yahweh.
• Elders, women and priestly worshippers are all involved.
• The abominations explain why the Glory must depart from the sanctuary.
• Creation is worshipped while the Creator is rejected.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s architectural note is retained at its central point: Ezekiel is taken progressively deeper into areas associated with Yahweh’s worship while finding greater corruption. The Spirit’s action is presented as visionary transportation, as the source explicitly states; no physical relocation is inferred.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The difficult phrase “they put the branch to their nose” is preserved in the source but Mansfield’s recovered notes do not supply a sufficiently clear explanation, so none is invented.
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