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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 9 around the destroying agents over Jerusalem and a careful discrimination in judgment. Six men appear with slaughter weapons and a seventh man clothed in linen carries a writer’s inkhorn. Before destruction begins, those who sigh and cry over Jerusalem’s abominations are marked for preservation.
Ezekiel 9:1-2 — The executioners summoned
A loud voice summons those who have charge over the city. Six men approach from the north with slaughter weapons, accompanied by a man clothed in linen with a writer’s inkhorn. They stand beside the brazen altar. Mansfield compares these appointed destroying agents with other scriptural scenes of divine judgment.
Ezekiel 9:3-4 — The Glory moves; the faithful are marked
The Glory of the God of Israel moves from the cherub to the threshold. The man with the inkhorn passes through Jerusalem and places a mark on the foreheads of those who “sigh and ... cry for all the abominations.” Mansfield stresses moral discrimination: preservation is associated with distress over the city’s corruption, not mere physical presence among the covenant people.
Ezekiel 9:5-7 — Judgment begins at the sanctuary
The executioners are told to follow and smite, but not to approach anyone bearing the mark. The command begins “at my sanctuary,” and the ancient men before the house are first. Mansfield marks the solemn principle that greater religious privilege brings greater accountability.
Ezekiel 9:8-11 — Ezekiel intercedes; the work is completed
Ezekiel falls upon his face and asks whether the whole residue of Israel will be destroyed. Yahweh answers that iniquity is exceedingly great, the land full of blood and the city full of perverseness; the unbelieving claim “The LORD ... seeth not.” The man in linen then reports, “I have done as thou hast commanded me.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Yahweh’s judgment discriminates between individuals.
• The faithful are identified by their response to prevailing abomination.
• Judgment begins at the sanctuary.
• Secret unbelief that Yahweh does not see is exposed before Him.
• The divine command is carried out exactly.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s heading speaks of destroying angels, while Ezekiel’s immediate wording describes “men.” The Expositor notes therefore preserve Mansfield’s comparison with appointed/angelic ministers as a study layer without silently rewriting the biblical description. The forehead mark is not assigned a shape or later symbol beyond the source.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The recovered HPB notes mention later sealing/marking imagery but do not preserve every individual cross-reference; the missing chain is not reconstructed.
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