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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 12 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 77-78.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 12 around impending judgment dramatized and the fate of king and people. Ezekiel acts out exile in the sight of the captives, specifically portraying Zedekiah’s attempted escape and capture. A second sign depicts fearful siege conditions, and the chapter rebukes the proverb that Yahweh’s visions are indefinitely delayed.
Ezekiel 12:1-7 — A rebellious house and enacted captivity
The people have eyes but do not see and ears but do not hear because they are a rebellious house. Ezekiel prepares “stuff for removing,” moves by day, digs through the wall at evening, bears his burden on his shoulder and covers his face. “I have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel.” Mansfield marks spiritual unwillingness and another public enacted prophecy.
Ezekiel 12:8-16 — The sign explained: Zedekiah and the people
The burden concerns “the prince in Jerusalem.” He will go through the wall at twilight, cover his face, be caught in Yahweh’s net and brought to Babylon, “yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there.” Mansfield explicitly identifies the prince with Zedekiah and links the paradox with his later blinding. A few survivors remain to declare Judah’s abominations among the nations.
Ezekiel 12:17-20 — Bread with trembling
Ezekiel must eat bread with quaking and drink water with trembling and carefulness. Jerusalem’s inhabitants will experience fear, scarcity and desolation because the land is emptied through violence.
Ezekiel 12:21-28 — No further delay
The proverb says, “The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth.” Yahweh makes it cease: “The days are at hand, and the effect of every vision.” There will be no more vain vision or flattering divination. “There shall none of my words be prolonged any more”; what Yahweh has spoken will be done.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Ezekiel’s own actions become prophetic signs.
• Zedekiah’s attempted escape is foretold in detail.
• A remnant survives to acknowledge Judah’s abominations.
• The defence that prophecy lies far in the future is removed.
• Yahweh’s spoken word will be fulfilled.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s identification of the prince with Zedekiah and the explanation of reaching Babylon without seeing it are retained because they are explicit in the recovered HPB source. The “no delay” statements are kept in the immediate Jerusalem-judgment context rather than generalised to every prophecy in Scripture.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No additional chronology is supplied for the acted sign beyond the setting and fulfilment identified in Mansfield’s source.
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