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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 13 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 78-79.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 13 “FALSE PROPHETS - THEIR WORK IN THE FLESH.” The false prophets speak from their own hearts and follow their own spirit instead of Yahweh’s word. Rather than repairing Israel’s breaches, they cover an unstable wall with untempered mortar. The second half condemns false prophetesses whose superstitious practices manipulate people, sadden the righteous and strengthen the wicked.
Ezekiel 13:1-9 — Prophets out of their own hearts
Ezekiel must prophesy against prophets who speak “out of their own hearts.” Yahweh calls them foolish because they “follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing.” Like foxes among ruins, they have not gone up into the gaps or repaired Israel’s hedge. They claim “The LORD saith” when Yahweh has not sent them. Mansfield stresses the contrast between divine revelation and self-generated religious imagination.
Ezekiel 13:10-16 — The untempered wall
Mansfield strongly heads this “THE UNTEMPERED (WHITE WASHED) WALL.” The prophets say “Peace; and there was no peace.” One builds a wall and others daub it with untempered mortar so that weakness appears sound. Yahweh sends storm, overflowing rain and hail; the wall falls, and the question follows: “Where is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it?” False reassurance and those who sustain it collapse together.
Ezekiel 13:17-19 — False prophetesses
Ezekiel turns to “the daughters of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart.” Mansfield heads the section “FALSE PROPHETESSES.” Pillows and kerchiefs are used in practices that hunt souls and profane Yahweh for handfuls of barley and pieces of bread. Mansfield associates the activity with magical or superstitious manipulation rather than true prophecy.
Ezekiel 13:20-23 — Yahweh breaks the snares
Yahweh tears away the devices used to hunt souls and promises deliverance. The decisive moral charge is that their lies “made the heart of the righteous sad” while strengthening the hands of the wicked so that he should not return from wickedness. Their false visions cease, and the recognition formula follows: “ye shall know that I am the LORD.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• False prophecy originates in the human heart rather than Yahweh.
• False teachers conceal breaches instead of repairing them.
• “Peace” without righteousness is an untempered wall.
• Superstitious manipulation can destroy rather than save.
• True prophetic work turns the wicked from evil rather than strengthening him in it.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
“Follow their own spirit” is retained in Mansfield’s contrast between self-generated impulse and Yahweh’s revealed word; it is not expanded into a doctrine of a separate divine person. The prophetesses’ practices are described only as far as the HPB source supports them; no technical occult reconstruction is added.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact form and function of the pillows and kerchiefs are not reconstructed beyond Mansfield’s association with manipulative or superstitious practice.
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