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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 14 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source page 80.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 14 “THE IDOLATER & THE PROPHET.” Elders outwardly enquire of Ezekiel while inwardly retaining idols and stumblingblocks. Yahweh demands repentance and holds both the hypocritical enquirer and the false prophet responsible. Noah, Daniel and Job then illustrate individual accountability: even such righteous men could deliver only themselves in the announced judgment.
Ezekiel 14:1-6 — Idolatry in the heart
Certain elders sit before Ezekiel, but Yahweh exposes the hidden condition: “These men have set up their idols in their heart.” Outward enquiry does not cancel inward allegiance. Yahweh’s purpose is to take Israel “in their own heart.” Mansfield strongly marks the remedy: “REPENT WHILST THERE IS TIME” — “Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols.”
Ezekiel 14:7-11 — Enquirer and false prophet judged together
The Israelite or stranger who separates from Yahweh while retaining idols is answered according to that true condition. The false prophet and the willing enquirer are both held responsible: “The punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him.” The purpose remains corrective, “that they may be my people, and I may be their God.”
Ezekiel 14:12-20 — Noah, Daniel and Job
If a land sins grievously, even Noah, Daniel and Job would “deliver but their own souls by their righteousness.” The principle is repeated through famine, evil beasts, sword and pestilence. Mansfield emphasises individual responsibility: another person’s righteousness cannot automatically shield the persistently rebellious.
Ezekiel 14:21-23 — A remnant vindicates Yahweh’s judgment
Though the four sore judgments come upon Jerusalem, sons and daughters survive and are brought forth. When the exiles see their ways and doings they will understand the necessity of the judgment. Yahweh concludes that He has not done it “without cause.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Idolatry can remain inward while outward religion continues.
• Yahweh demands genuine repentance rather than divided enquiry.
• False prophet and willing hearer are both morally responsible.
• Personal righteousness cannot automatically save another.
• The surviving remnant demonstrates that Jerusalem’s judgment was not without cause.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Verse 9 is retained in its judicial setting: Mansfield’s notes treat Yahweh’s hand as operating in the consequence that overtakes a false prophet, while the prophet and the willing enquirer remain responsible. This is not presented as Yahweh practising moral falsehood or lying.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No attempt is made to resolve beyond the source the precise mechanics expressed by “I the LORD have deceived that prophet”; the chapter’s explicit responsibility of both parties is retained.
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