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Source: Ezekiel 15 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source page 81.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 15 “Judah - a wild vine fit for destruction” and places above it “THE PARABLE OF THE VINE.” Vine wood has little value as timber; its value lies in bearing fruit. A fruitless vine burned at both ends is useless for ordinary work. Jerusalem, having failed the purpose for which Yahweh planted her, is therefore given to the fire of judgment.
Ezekiel 15:1-5 — What use is vine wood?
Yahweh asks what makes vine wood superior to other wood and whether it can be used for ordinary work or even as a pin from which to hang a vessel. Once fire has burned both ends and scorched the middle, it is even less fit for work. Mansfield captures the point simply: “fit for fruit, not fit for construction.”
Ezekiel 15:6-8 — Jerusalem given to the fire
Yahweh applies the parable directly to “the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” Escaping one fire does not prevent another from devouring them. Yahweh sets His face against them, the land becomes desolate “because they have committed a trespass,” and the result is again recognition: “ye shall know that I am the LORD.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Israel’s privilege has purpose: Yahweh seeks fruit.
• Mere national identity does not make an unfruitful people useful.
• The vine image concerns failed purpose, not superior timber value.
• Jerusalem’s desolation is the consequence of persistent trespass.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The vine remains Jerusalem/Israel in the immediate national context. The parable is not used here to support replacement theology or permanent rejection; Ezekiel’s later restoration prophecies must be allowed to stand in their own right.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield notes wider scriptural vine symbolism, but the recovered source does not preserve every individual cross-reference, so no missing chain is reconstructed.
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