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EZEKIEL 16
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 16 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 81-84.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 16 receives extensive Mansfield annotation. Jerusalem is portrayed first as an abandoned foundling whom Yahweh rescues, causes to live, beautifies and takes into covenant. She then trusts in the beauty Yahweh gave her and turns divine gifts into idolatrous and political unfaithfulness. Former lovers become instruments of judgment. Yet Mansfield strongly marks the ending as “A WONDERFUL TOKEN OF DIVINE LOVE”: Yahweh remembers His covenant and promises an everlasting covenant, humiliation, reconciliation and restoration.
Ezekiel 16:1-14 — The foundling rescued and beautified
Mansfield heads vv.1-5 “THE UNATTRACTIVE FOUNDLING.” Jerusalem has no natural basis for boasting: she is pictured as an abandoned infant with no pity shown to her. Yahweh passes by and says “Live.” Later, at “the time of love,” He spreads His skirt over her, enters covenant — “thou becamest mine” — washes, clothes, adorns and feeds her. Her beauty and royal prosperity come from Yahweh’s own comeliness placed upon her.
Ezekiel 16:15-34 — The beauty prostituted
Mansfield heads the section “A HARLOT.” Jerusalem “didst trust in thine own beauty.” Garments, jewels, gold, silver, oil and incense supplied by Yahweh are redirected into idolatry; even sons and daughters are sacrificed. Political and religious dependence spreads toward Egypt, Philistia, Assyria and Chaldea. Unlike an ordinary harlot receiving hire, Jerusalem pays her lovers. The repeated failure is that she did not remember the days of her youth.
Ezekiel 16:35-43 — The lovers become instruments of disgrace
Former lovers are gathered against Jerusalem. They expose and strip the city and destroy the high places. Mansfield emphasises that the very relationships sought in unfaithfulness become instruments of judgment. The judgment is described in the covenantal metaphor of adultery and bloodshed.
Ezekiel 16:44-58 — Samaria, Sodom and Jerusalem
“As is the mother, so is her daughter.” Jerusalem is compared with Samaria and Sodom and is judged more guilty. Mansfield especially marks Sodom’s pride, fullness of bread, abundance of idleness, failure toward poor and needy, haughtiness and abomination. The comparison does not excuse either sister; it exposes Jerusalem’s aggravated guilt. Yahweh then speaks of bringing again the captivity of Sodom, Samaria and Jerusalem, producing Jerusalem’s shame and humility.
Ezekiel 16:59-63 — Yahweh remembers His covenant
Mansfield heads the close “A WONDERFUL TOKEN OF DIVINE LOVE.” Although Jerusalem broke covenant, Yahweh says, “Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth,” and “I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant.” Jerusalem remembers, is ashamed and knows Yahweh. The chapter ends not with permanent abandonment but with reconciliation grounded in Yahweh’s remembered covenant mercy.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Jerusalem had no natural basis for boasting; Yahweh rescued and beautified her.
• Covenant privilege was corrupted into spiritual harlotry.
• Divine gifts become corrupt when the recipient trusts the gift rather than the Giver.
• Pride, prosperity without compassion and idolatry are condemned.
• Judgment exposes Jerusalem’s shame.
• Yahweh’s final purpose rests on remembered covenant mercy and an everlasting covenant.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The sexual language is retained as Ezekiel’s covenant metaphor and is not graphically expanded. The restoration of Sodom, Samaria and Jerusalem is kept as national/restoration language within the chapter; it is not used to teach immortal souls or eternal conscious torment. Nor does the comparison erase Jerusalem’s future: the chapter itself concludes with remembered covenant and an everlasting covenant.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield’s extensive margin cross-references around the allegory are not all recoverable from the source summary; no missing reference chain is invented.
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