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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 17 around Zedekiah the covenant-breaker and “THE PARABLE OF THE TWO EAGLES AND A VINE.” Babylon establishes Zedekiah under oath, but the vine turns toward Egypt. The treachery cannot prosper because the oath stands under Yahweh’s authority. The chapter then moves from failed human kingship to Yahweh’s own promise to plant a tender twig that becomes a great cedar.
Ezekiel 17:1-10 — The two eagles and the vine
A great eagle takes the highest branch of the cedar and plants seed in a fruitful field, producing a low spreading vine. A second great eagle appears, and the vine bends roots and branches toward it. Yahweh asks, “Shall it prosper?” Mansfield identifies the first eagle with Babylon, the dependent vine with Zedekiah’s kingdom, and the second eagle with Egypt.
Ezekiel 17:11-18 — Zedekiah breaks the covenant
The king of Babylon takes the king, princes and royal seed and establishes a subordinate kingdom under covenant and oath. Zedekiah then rebels by seeking horses and military help from Egypt. “He despised the oath by breaking the covenant.” Mansfield stresses that the political breach becomes a religious offence because the oath was made before Yahweh.
Ezekiel 17:19-21 — Yahweh recompenses the broken oath
Yahweh calls it “Mine oath” and “my covenant.” He spreads His net, takes Zedekiah in His snare and brings him to Babylon. His forces scatter, and the recognition formula closes the judgment: “Ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it.”
Ezekiel 17:22-24 — Yahweh plants the tender twig
Mansfield’s upper note says Yahweh will provide One who keeps the covenant. Yahweh takes “a tender one” from the high cedar and plants it on a high and eminent mountain. It becomes “a goodly cedar” under which birds of every wing dwell. Mansfield explicitly connects the tender twig with Christ and restored Davidic kingship: Yahweh brings down the high tree and exalts the low by His own action.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Zedekiah’s political covenant-breaking is also breach of oath before Yahweh.
• Egypt cannot rescue a king resisting Yahweh’s appointed discipline.
• Human kingship fails through covenant unfaithfulness.
• Yahweh Himself provides the faithful Davidic ruler.
• The tender twig becomes the great cedar by divine action.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s Messianic identification of the tender twig is retained as his explicit interpretive layer. Yahweh remains the One who takes, plants and exalts the twig; the promised Davidic ruler is not collapsed into Yahweh Himself.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The recovered source clearly identifies the two eagles and the tender twig, so no additional historical or dynastic reconstruction is required.
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