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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 18 “Yahweh’s righteousness vindicated” and places above it the principle “THE BASIS OF JUDGMENT IN THE AGE TO COME - INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY.” The false proverb about inherited guilt is rejected. Each person belongs to Yahweh and is judged for his own conduct. The wicked may repent and live; the righteous may turn away and die. Yahweh takes no pleasure in death and calls Israel to repent and live.
Ezekiel 18:1-9 — The proverb rejected and the just man
Israel’s proverb says fathers ate sour grapes and children’s teeth were set on edge. Yahweh answers: “Behold, all souls are mine” and “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” The just man is then described through practical righteousness: rejecting idolatry, oppression, adultery, violence and usury while feeding the hungry, clothing the naked and doing true judgment. “He is just, he shall surely live.”
Ezekiel 18:10-20 — Father and son individually accountable
A violent, idolatrous and oppressive son cannot live on the strength of a righteous father. Conversely, a son who sees a wicked father’s sins and refuses them “shall surely live.” The principle is stated plainly: “The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son.”
Ezekiel 18:21-24 — Turning changes the verdict
If the wicked turns from sin and does what is lawful and right, “he shall surely live, he shall not die”; former transgressions are not remembered against him. But if a righteous man turns from righteousness into iniquity, former righteous deeds do not operate as stored credit protecting continued rebellion.
Ezekiel 18:25-32 — Yahweh’s ways are equal: repent and live
Israel complains that the Lord’s way is unequal. Yahweh answers that His ways are equal and theirs unequal. Mansfield heads the close “REPENT AND LIVE.” “Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions”; “Make you a new heart and a new spirit.” Yahweh declares, “I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth ... wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Each person is accountable to Yahweh.
• Parents do not automatically transfer guilt or righteousness to children.
• Practical righteousness matters.
• Repentance can transform the verdict upon the wicked.
• Past righteousness does not excuse later apostasy.
• Yahweh desires life through repentance, not death for its own sake.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The repeated statement “the soul that sinneth, it shall die” is preserved in its ordinary force. Nothing in this chapter requires an inherently immortal soul that remains consciously alive when the person dies; the source instead uses “soul” for the accountable person who can die. “New spirit” in the closing appeal describes renewed inward disposition, not a separate co-equal divine person.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield’s heading applies the chapter’s responsibility principle to future judgment; the Expositor note preserves that heading without extending the chapter beyond the source’s explicit cases.
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